
 

 

 

List of Inventors of Weapons 

 

Year of 
Invention 

Name of Inventor Weapon Invented 

1718 James Puckle Machine gun 

1775 David Bushnell First submarine Turtle 

1836 Samuel Colt Revolver 

1849 Claude-Etienne Minié Muzzle-loading rifle by inventing the Minié 
ball in 1846, and the Minié rifle in 1849 

1861 Richard Jordan Gatling Gatling gun 

1867 Alfred Nobel Dynamite 

1884 Sir Hiram Stevens Maxim First automatic machine gun, the Maxim gun 

1889 P von Mauser Bolt action rifle 

1891 Sergei Ivanovich Mosin Design of the 3-line rifle, Model 1891 Mosin–
Nagant 

1893 Casimir Zeglen First bulletproof vest 

1909 Gun silencer Hiram Percy Maxim 

1914  Sir Ernest D Swington Tank 

1918 John Browning Automatic Rifle 

1921 Vladimir Grigoryevich Fyodorov Fyodorov-Shpagin machine gun 

1927 Vasily Alekseyevich Degtyaryov 7.62 mm light machine gun DP  1927 

1927 Fedor Vasilievich Tokarev Designed Tokarev Model 1927 submachine 
gun prototype 

1939 Vyacheslav Ivanovich Silin Silin Gun 

1941 Georgy Semyonovich Shpagin PPSh-41 submachine gun 

1942 Wernher vonBraun Guided Missile 

1944 Wernher vonBraun Ballistic Missile  

1945 J Rober Oppenheimer Atom Bomb 

1946 Mikhail Kalashnikov AK-47  

1951 Nikolay Fyodorovich Makarov pistol 

1952  Edward Teller Hydrogen Bomb 

1953 Charles H. Townes, James P. 
Gordon, and Herbert J. Zeiger at 
Columbia University 

Microwave Amplification by Stimulated 
Emission of Radiation 

1958 Samel Cohen Neutron Bomb 

1960 Theodore H. Maiman at Hughes 
Research Laboratories 

Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of 
Radiation 

1964 Sergey Gavrilovich Simonov (one 
of the fathers of the modern 
assault rifle) 

Honoured Inventor of the RSFSR 

1974 Jack Cover Tom A. Swift Electric Rifle (Taser) 

1994 Gennadiy Nikolayevich Nikonov  AN-94 

2002 Mission Research Corporation Pulsed Energy Projectile (PEP) 



 

 

2008 Israel and the U.S High-energy lasers - Tactical High Energy 
Laser (THEL) 
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