
 

 

 

List of Medical Abbreviations PDF 

 

General Terms Abbreviations used in Medical Field 

Abbreviations Full Forms 

AA  amino acid 

CC  cubic centimeter, chief complaint, critical care 

A&W   alive and well 

ACHES  Abdominal pain, chest pain, headaches, eye problems, severe leg cramps 

C/O  complains of, care of 

C  centigrade, celsius 

ADM  admission, admitted 

ABG arterial blood gas 

CO2  carbon dioxide 

DNR do not resuscitate 

DO   disorder 

D/C  discontinue or discharge 

EDC estimated date of confinement 

AMA  against medical advice (or American Medical Association) 

ALS  advanced life support 

DOA  dead on arrival or date of admission 

DOT  directly observed therapy 

EDD  estimated delivery date 

EGA  estimated gestational age 

DSM Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 

EOD  Every other day 

ER  emergency room 

F fahrenheit 

IQ  intelligence quotient 

H&P  history and physical examination 

garg.  gargle 

ID  infectious diseases 

HP   history of present illness 

H/O history of 

MCO  managed care organization 

HR heart rate or hour 

HS  hour of sleep (bedtime) 

IP   inpatient 

IU   international units 

ICU  intensive care unit 

ML   milliliter 

NKDA  no known drug allergies 



 

 

MG milligram 

MVA motor vehicle accident 

OPD   outpatient department 

NTG   nitroglycerin 

O2  oxygen 

P pulse 

Post-op  postoperative (after surgery) 

PA or PT patient 

Pre-op  preoperative (before surgery) 

PCP  primary care physician 

RF risk factor 

PPE  personal protection equipment 

RBC  red blood cell 

SX  symptoms 

S  without (sans) 

STAT immediately 

S/S  signs and symptoms 

T  temperature 

TPR  temperature, pulse, respiration 

USOH - h usual state of healt 

VSS  vital signs stable 

VS  vital signs 

WB  whole blood 

WBC  white blood cell 

WNL  within normal limits 
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Abbreviations Related to Medical Latin Terms 

Latin Word Abbreviations Meaning 

ante cibum a.c.  before meals  

auris dextra a.d., ad right ear 

auris sinistra a.s., as, Left ear 

aures unitas  a.u., au, AU Both ears 

bis die sumendum b.d.s, bds, BDS  2 times a day 

bolus  bol. as a large single dose (usually 
intravenously) 

gutta gtt., gtts  drop 

hora somni h.s., hs   at bedtime or half strength 

nil per os n.p.o., npo, NPO nothing by mouth or not by oral 
administration 

Omne Nocte nocte  every night  

oculus sinister o.s., os Left eye 
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oculus uterque o.u., ou Right eye 

post cibum p.c.  after food  

ut dictum u.d., ud  as directed 

statim Stat.  immediately, with no delay 

signa Sig., S.  directions  

 

Abbreviations Commonly used in Prescription 

Medical Prescription Term Abbreviation 

antibiotics ABX 

before meals AC 

at will, as desired Ad lib 

bis in dies (twice a day) BID 

capsule CAP 

drop-liquid measurement GTT 

1, 2, 3, 4 i,ii,iii,iv respectively 

maximum daily dose MDD 

nothing by mouth NPO 

oral contraceptive pill OCP 

oral polio vaccine OPV 

over the counter OTC 

PC after meals 

every 2 hours q2h 

every 3 hours  q3h 

every evening qpm 

every other day qod 

once every hour gjh 

at bedtime qhs 

four times a day qid 

once a day gd 

every morning qam 

penicillin PCN 

per os ( PO 

recommended daily intake RDI 

as needed PRN 

prenatal vitamins PNV 

prescription, treatment Rx 

subcutaneous SC 

tablet TAB 

three times a week TIW 

  

  

 



 

 

 

Abbreviations Related to Medical Tests and Procedures 

 

Medical Test and Procedure Term Abbreviation 

abdominal x-ray AXR 

foreign body FB 

bathroom privileges BRP 

biopsy Bx 

bone marrow transplant BMT 

barium enema BE 

birth control BC 

blood alcohol content BAC 

fine needle aspiration FNA 

fecal occult blood testing FOBT 

external cephalic version ECV 

chest x-ray CXR 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation  CPR 

glucose tolerance test GTT 

glucose loading test GLT 

incision and drainage I &D 

extracorporeal membrane oxygenation ECMO 

intramuscular IM 

electrocardiogram ECG 

intake and output I & O 

intravenous IV 

intrauterine pressure catheter IUPC 

in the laboratory/outside body In vitro 

in the body In vivo 

kidney, ureter, bladder KUB 

electroconvulsive therapy ECT 

oral glucose tolerance test OGTT 

pulmonary artery pressure; Papanicolaou test PAP 

positive end expiratory pressure PEEP 

physical therapy PT 

type and cross T&C 

tissue plasminogen activator (dissolve clots), total parenteral alimentation TPA 

urinalysis UA 

ultrasound US 

external radiation therapy XRT 

emergency cardiac care ECC 

 

 



 

 

 

Abbreviations Related to Diseases used in Medical Fields 

Abbreviations – A-D 

Disease Abbreviation 

Alzheimer's Disease/ Attachment disorder AD 

Adrenocorticotropic hormone deficiency ACTH 

Agenesis of the corpus callosum ACC 

Abdominal aortc aneurysm AAA 

Aarskog–Scott syndrome AAS 

Albinism, black lock, cell migration disorder ABCD syndrome 

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder ADHD 

Acute coronary syndrome ACS 

Atherosclerotic Cardio Vascular Disease ACVD 

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's disease) ALS 

acid-fast AF 

acquired immune deficiency syndrome AIDS 

Antiphospholipid syndrome APS 

Alcohol-related birth defects ARBD 

Adult Refsum disease ARD 

Alcoholic liver disease ALD 

alcohol on breath AOB 

Acute respiratory distress syndrome ARDS 

alert and oriented A&O 

Anemia of chronic disease AOCD 

Alcohol-related neurodevelopmental disorder ARND 

Acute lymphoblastic lymphoma, acute lymphocytic leukemia ALL 

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis ALS 

Age-related macular degeneration AND 

Acute myelogenous leukemia AML 

Acute lung injury ALI 

Aldosterone-producing adenoma APM 

Adult onset diabetes mellitus AQDM 

Apraxia of speech AOS 

Ankylosing spondylitis AS 

Atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease ASCVD 

Atrial septal defect ASD 

Acute systolic heart failure ASHF 

African sleeping sickness ASS 

Ataxia-telangiectasia A-T 

Arteriovenous malformations AVMs 

adult respiratory distress syndrome ARDS 

acute renal failure, acute rheumatic fever ARF 

bipolar affective disorder BAD 



 

 

bowel movement BM 

blood pressure BP 

Becker's muscular dystrophy BMD 

Borderline personality disorder (often misattributed to bipolar disorder) BPD 

Benign prostatic hyperplasia BPH 

Bloom's syndrome BS 

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy BSE 

cancer CA 

carotid artery bruit CAB 

coronary artery bypass graft CABG 

coronary artery disease CAD 

chills, fever C/F 

Carbohydrate deficient glycoprotein syndrome CDGP 

congenital heart disease CHD 

Congenital disorder of glycosylation CDG 

chest pain CP 

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease COPD 

chronic obstructive lung disease COLD 

congestive heart failure CHF 

complement fixation testing CFT 

cystic fibrosis CF 

complete blood count CBC 

Corticobasal ganglionic degeneration CGD 

Cluster headache CH 

Chronic fatigue immune dysfunction syndrome CFIDS 

Cholesteryl ester storage disease CESD 

Congenital erythropoietic porphyria CEP 

Chronic fatigue syndrome CFS 

Chronic diastolic heart failure CDHF 

Congenital heart disease/ Congenital hip dysplasia/ coronary heart 
disease   

CHD 

Chronic myelogenous leukemia CML 

Congenital insensitivity to pain CIP 

Coronavirus disease 2019 COVID-19 

Cerebral palsy CP 

Chronic prostatitis/chronic pelvic pain syndrome CPPSC 

Calcium pyrophosphate deposition disease CPDD 

Central pontine myelinolysis CPM 

cerebral vascular accident (stroke) CVA 

Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease CJD 

Duchenne muscular dystrophy DMD 

diagnosis Dx 

Diabetes mellitus DM 

Diabetes insipidus DI 

Dementia with Lewy bodies DLB 

Delayed sleep phase syndrome DSPS 



 

 

Dihydropteridine reductase deficiency DRD 

Dissociative Identity Disorder DID 

Developmentally handicapped DH 

DiGeorge syndrome DiG 

Diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis DISH 

Degenerative joint disease DJD 

Down syndrome DS 

Diastolic heart failure DHF 

Dengue hemorrhagic fever DHF 

deep tendon reflex DTR 

deep venous thrombosis DVT 

 

 E-I - Abbreviations 

Disease Abbreviation 

Emotionally disturbed ED 

Erectile dysfunction ED 

estimated blood loss EBL 

Ehlers–Danlos syndrome EDS 

Excessive daytime sleepiness EDS 

Eastern equine encephalitis EQE 

Epstein-Barr virus EBV 

eye contact EC 

early gastric cancer EGC 

Epidermolytic hyperkeratosis EHK 

Educable mentally handicapped EMH 

Ebola Virus Disease EBV 

Enteric coated acetylsalicylic acid ECASA 

Epidermal nevus syndrome ENS 

fetal alcohol syndrome FAS 

foreign body FB 

Familial spastic paraparesis FSP 

forced expiratory flow FEF 

FM - fetal movement FM 

Fetal scalp electrode FSE 

Fragile X syndrome FXS 

functional residual capacity FRC 

fracture FX 

fetal heart rate FHR 

Fibromuscular dysplasia FMD 

 follicle stimulating hormone FSH 

 growth hormone GH 

Group B Streptococcal disease GBS 

 gunshot wound GSW 

 glucose tolerance test GTT 



 

 

Group A Streptococcal disease GAS 

growth hormone releasing hormone GHRH 

GA - gestational age GA 

Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome HPS 

hemoglobin  HB 

hepatitis D virus HDV 

human immunodeficiency virus HIV 

hypothalamic suppression test HST 

hypertension HT 

Hemagglutinin Type 1 and Neuraminidase Type 1 
influenza 

H1N1 flu 

Holmes–Adie syndrome HAS 

Hereditary coproporphyria HCP 

Huntington's disease HD 

Huntington's disease–like 2 HDL - 2 

Hemolytic anemia, elevated liver enzymes and 
low platelet count syndrome 

HELLP syndrome 

inflammatory bowel disease IBD 

inflammatory bowel syndrome IBS 

Inclusion body myositis IBM 

Infectious disease ID 

Intermittent explosive disorder IED 

intracranial pressure ICP 

insulin dependent diabetes mellitus IDDM 

idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis IPF 

intrauterine insemination IUI 

intrauterine pregnancy IUP 

in vitro fertilization IVF 

intravenous immune globulin IVIG 

intravenous push IVP 

 

J-N – Abbreviations 

Disease Abbreviation 

juvenile rheumatoid arthritis JRA 

Japanese encephalitis JE 

Juvenile Huntington's disease JHD 

JC virus JCV 

Kaposi sarcoma KS 

Kyasanur Forest disease KFD 

leukocyte adhesion deficiency LAD 

Lambert–Eaton myasthenic syndrome LEMS 

Lymphogranuloma venereum LV 

Klippel–Trenaunay–Weber syndrome KTWS 

Klippel–Trenaunay syndrome KTS 

Landau–Kleffner syndrome LKS 



 

 

Lesch–Nyhan syndrome LNS 

Major depressive disorder MDD 

Myalgic Encephalomyelitis ME 

Multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis MDR TB 

Middle East respiratory syndrome MERS 

muscular dystrophy MD 

Measles, mumps, rubella MMR 

Measles, mumps, rubella, varicella MMRV 

Myocardial infarction MI 

mental retardation MR 

multiple sclerosis MS 

Neonatal abstinence syndrome NAS 

neuromuscular NM 

Neurodegeneration with brain iron accumulation NBIA 

normal vaginal delivery NVD 

nausea vomiting n/v 

Neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis NCL 

Novel coronavirus-infected pneumonia NCIP 

 

O-S - Abbreviations 

Disease Abbreviation 

optic neuritis ON 

obstructive sleep apnea OSA 

Omsk hemorrhagic fever OHF 

Oculomotor apraxia OA 

Oppositional defiant disorder ODD 

Polycystic ovarian syndrome PCOS 

polycystic kidney disease PCKD 

Parkinson's disease PD 

pulmonary embolism PE 

pelvic inflammatory disease PID 

Progressive supranuclear palsy PSP 

Post-traumatic stress disorder PTSD 

pregnancy induced hypertension PIH 

premenstrual syndrome PMS 

Post-polio syndrome PPS 

Quebec platelet syndrome QPS 

Quebec platelet disorder QPD 

Query fever QF 

respiratory distress syndrome RDS 

rapid eye movements RDM 

Restless legs syndrome RLS 

rheumatic heart disease RHD 

Severe acute respiratory syndrome SARS 



 

 

small bowel obstruction SBO 

shortness of breath SOB 

Sturge–Weber syndrome SWS 

sexually transmitted disease STD 

Spina bifida SB 

 

T-Z - Abbreviations 

Disease Abbreviation 

tuberculosis TB 

Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura TTP 

traumatic brain injury TBI 

Tension type headache TTH 

urine output UO 

Urticaria-deafness-amyloidosis UDA 

urinary tract infection UTI 

vaginal birth after caesarean section VBCS 

vaginal bleeding VB 

vaginal hysterectomy, hallucination VH 

ventricular fibrillation  VF 

variant Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease vCJD 

voluntary interruption of pregnancy  

Wilms tumor, aniridia, genitourinary anomalies, and mental 
retardation syndrome 

WAGR syndrome 

Wilson's disease WD 

Xanthine dehydrogenase and aldehyde oxidase combined 
deficiency 

XDH and AOX dual deficiency 

X-linked cerebral adrenoleukodystrophy X-CALD 

X-linked adrenoleukodystrophy X-ALD 

Triple X syndrome XXX syndrome 

Young–Simpson syndrome YSS 

Yellow nail syndrome YNS 

Yellow Fever YF 

Zollinger-Ellison syndrome ZES 

Zimmermann-Laband syndrome ZLS 

Zellweger syndrome ZS 

Zadik–Barak–Levin syndrome ZBLS 

 

 

Abbreviations used for the Body Parts  

Body parts Abbreviations used 

abdomen abd 

right ear AD 



 

 

left ear AL 

both ears AU 

basal metabolic rate BMR 

body mass index BMI 

common bile duct CBD 

bone mass density BMD 

Cerebral blood flow CBF 

femur length FL 

head circumference HC 

free range of motion FROM 

ideal body weight IBW 

left lower lobe LLL 

left lower quadrant LLQ 

left upper lobe LUL 

left upper quadrant LUQ 

left ventricle LV 

peripheral nervous system PNS 

right atrium RA 

right upper lobe RUL 

right upper quadrant RUQ 

right ventricle, residual volume RV 

upper extremity UE 

total lung capacity TLC 

weight WT 

 

Professional Related Abbreviations 

Abbreviations Full Forms 

FNP Family Nurse Practitioner 

ANP Adult Nurse Practitioner 

MD Medical Doctor 

NP Nurse Practitioner 

DO Osteopathic Doctor 

GNP Geriatric Nurse Practitioner 

PA Physician Assistant 

PNP Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

In Conclusion Check the Medical Acronyms 

 

Annual Visit..............................................................A 

Before food or meals ............................................a.c. 

Before noon........................................................ a.m. 

Anterior-posterior..................................................A-P 

Aortic first sound....................................................A1 

Aortic second sound..............................................A2 

Alcoholics Anonymous ..........................................AA 

Antibiotics ..............................................................Ab 

Abortion .................................................................AB 

Abdomen .............................................................abd. 

Abnormal .............................................................abn. 

Abdominal pain, chest pain, headaches,  eye problems, severe leg cramps................ACHES 

American College of 

 Obstetrics & Gynecology...............................ACOG 

As desired..........................................................ad lib 

Activities of daily living ......................................ADL's 

Administration...................................................admin 

Anteflexed..............................................................AF 

Average for gestational age ...............................AGA 

Artificial insemination by donor.............................AID 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome ...........AIDS 

Artificial insemination by husband ........................AIH 

Albumin..................................................................alb 



 

 

Ampule .............................................................. amp. 

Amount ............................................................... amt. 

American Nurses Association.............................ANA 

Anterior.................................................................ant. 

Adolescent onset.................................................. AO 

Approximately.................................................approx. 

Appointment ........................................................appt 

Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner .........ARNP 

Artificial rupture of membrances......................AROM 

Acetylsalicylic Acid.............................................. ASA 

As soon as possible..........................................ASAP 

Asymptomatic.................................................asymp. 

Abnormal transformation zone ............................ATZ 

Alive/well................................................................aw 

Acetowhite epithelium........................................AWE 

Before...................................................................B/4 

Bachelor of science .............................................B.S. 

Bacterial Vaginosis ..............................................B.V. 

Beta sub-unit ..................................................B-HCG 

Basal body temperature ..................................... BBT 

Benign Cellular Changes....................................BCC 

Bureau of Community Health Services.............BCHS 

Birth control method ...........................................BCM 

Birth control pills .................................................BCP 

Boyfriend ...............................................................BF 

Breakfast ..............................................................bfst 

Breakfast .......................................................... BFST 

Twice daily.............................................................bid 

Bowel movement.................................................. BM 



 

 

Basal metabolic index.......................................... BMI 

Basal metabolic rate...........................................BMR 

Bag of waters BOW 

Blood pressure ......................................................BP 

Breath sounds ......................................................BrS 

Bowel sounds ........................................................BS 

Breast self exam................................................. BSE 

Bilaterai salpingooophorectomy .........................BSO 

Breast ....................................................................bst 

Breakthrough bleeding ....................................... BTB 

Bilateral tubal ligation...........................................BTL 

Back up method .................................................BUM 

Blood urea nitrogen ............................................BUN 

Bartholin's, Urethral, Skene's glands..................BUS 

Biopsy.................................................................... Bx 

Complaints of.........................................................c/o 

Centigrade...............................................................C 

Complication visit.....................................................C 

Chlamydia Trachomatis....................... C.trachomatis 

Cesarean section....................................c-sec or C/S 

Calcium..................................................................Ca 

Carcinoma (cancer)...............................................CA 

Capsule ..............................................................caps 

Catheter...............................................................cath 

Clinical Breast Exam .......................................... CBE 

Cesarean birth................................................ C-Birth 

Cubic centimeter.....................................................cc 

Chief complaint..................................................... CC 

Center for Disease Control.................................CDC 



 

 

Catholic Family Social Service .........................CFSS 

Chlamydia............................................................ chly 

Community Health Nurse ...................................CHN 

Cholesterol ..........................................................chol 

Contraindication......................................................CI 

Centimeter............................................................cm. 

Cervical motion tenderness ................................CMT 

Cytomegalovirus.................................................CMV 

Central nervous system......................................CNS 

Clinical Nurse Specialist .....................................CNS 

Colposcopy....................................................... Colpo 

Consult .................................................................con 

Conference..........................................................conf 

Continue .............................................................cont. 

Cephalopelvic disproportion ...............................CPD 

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation ...........................CPR 

Cryosurgery..................................................... CRYO 

2 

Cerebrospinal fluid.............................................. CSF 

Client .......................................................................ct 

Cardiovascular.......................................................CV 

Cervix, vagina, and adnexae .............................. CVA 

Cerebrovascular accident................................... CVA 

Clinic visit record.................................................CVR 

Cervix .................................................................... Cx 

Discontinue............................................................d/c 

Dilation & curettage ..........................................D & C 

Discharge ............................................................ D/C 

Dextrose and saline..............................................D/S 



 

 

Dextrose and water ............................................ D/W 

Differential diagnosis D.Dx. 

Doctor of Dental Surgery....................................DDS 

Delivered ...............................................................del 

Deltoid ...................................................................del 

Diethylstilbestrol.................................................. DES 

Department of Health and Human Services.... DHHS 

Differential ............................................................diff. 

Dilute .....................................................................dil. 

Discharge ......................................................... disch. 

Dispense.............................................................disp. 

Diabetes mellitus ..................................................DM 

Diabetes Mellitus Insulin Dependent ................ DMID 

Depo Mednoxy Progesterone (Depo-Provera)... DMPA 

Does not apply....................................................DNA 

Doctor of Osteopathy ........................................... DO 

Date of birth........................................................DOB 

Dyspnea on exertion...........................................DOE 

Doxycycline........................................................doxy. 

Dozen ..................................................................doz. 

Diptheria, pertussis, and tetanus ........................ DPT 

Dram...................................................................... dr. 

Doctor....................................................................Dr. 

Dysfunctional uterine bleeding ...........................DUB 

Diagnosis............................................................... Dx 

Elective abortion ................................................. EAB 

Endocervical curettage......................................... Ect 

Enzyme immunoassay methods...................... ELISA 

Endocervical..................................................endocx. 



 

 

Excherichia coli................................................E. Coli 

For example......................................................... e.g. 

External genitalia .................................................. EG 

External auditory canal .......................................EAC 

Estimated blood loss ...........................................EBL 

Endocervical.......................................................ECC 

Electrocardiogram ..............................................ECG 

Estimated date of confinement...........................EDC 

Education...........................................................educ. 

Electroencephalogram........................................EEG 

Ears, eyes, nose and throat..............................EENT 

Electrocardiogram ..............................................EKG 

Emergency ...................................................... emerg 

Electromyogram ................................................ EMG 

Ears, nose and throat ......................................... ENT 

Extraocular movement....................................... EOM 

Episiotomy..........................................................epis. 

Epithelial.............................................................epith 

Emergency room...................................................ER 

Erythrocyte sedimentation rate.........ESR or sed rate 

And ..........................................................................et 

Alcohol (ethyl).................................................. ETOH 

Evaluate, evaluation ...........................................eval. 

Follow-up............................................................... f/u 

Fahrenheit ............................................................... F 

Foam and Condoms.......................................F & C's 

Fruits and vegetables ........................................F & V 

Family History......................................................F.H. 

Full term...............................................................F.T. 



 

 

Family history Fam. Hx 

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome ......................................FAS 

Fasting blood sugar.............................................FBS 

Food and Drug Administration............................ FDA 

Iron ........................................................................ Fe 

Fenfluramine-Phentenmine ......................... fen-phen 

Fetal heart tone .................................................. FHT 

Fluid.........................................................................fl. 

Family Nurse Practitioner FNP 

Family planning .....................................................FP 

Family Practice Center ....................................... FPC 

Family Planning Program ....................................FPP 

Frequent ............................................................. freq. 

Follicle stimulating hormone ............................... FSH 

Foot ........................................................................ ft. 

Fluorescent Treponemal antibibody 

 absorption test.......................................... FTA-ABS 

Fracture ..................................................................Fx 

Fargo Women's Health Organization ............. FWHO 

Growth and Development.................................G & D 

Glucose and water..............................................G/W 

Gardnerella vaginalis............................... G.vaginalis 

Gravida 1, 2, etc. ....................................G1, G2, etc. 

Gallon ...................................................................gal. 

Gallbladder ........................................................... GB 

Gonococcus, gonococcal, gonorrhea....................Gc 

Gestational age .................................................... GA 

Gonorrhea ............................................................GC 

Gastrointestinal.......................................................GI 



 

 

Glucose ..............................................................gluc. 

Gram ................................................................... gm. 

Gonotropin releasing hormone.......................... GRH 

Glucose Tolerance Test ..................................... GTT 

Drop(s)............................................................GTT(s) 

Genitourinary........................................................GU 

Gynecology.........................................................GYN 

Gonozyme .............................................................Gz 

Per hypo ................................................................(H) 

Hour.....................................................................h, H 

Headache .............................................................H/A 

Water...................................................................H20 

Hydrogen peroxide ............................................H202 

Hemoglobin ...........................................................Hb 

High blood pressure ........................................... HBP 

Human chorionic gonadotropin.......................... HCG 

Hematocrit ............................................................ Hct 

Hypertensive cardiovascular disease .............. HCVD 

Head, eyes, ears, nose, throat ...................... HEENT 

Herpes Simplex Virus ......................................... HSV 

Mercury..................................................................Hg 

Hemoglobin ......................................................... hgb 

High caloric..................................................... Hi CAL 

High vitamin..................................................... HI VIT 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus...........................HIV 

Human menopausal gonadotropin .................... HMG 

Hospital..............................................................hosp. 

High power field HPF 

Hypertension ...................................................... HPT 



 

 

Human papillomavirus ........................................ HPV 

Hour....................................................................... hr. 

Heart..................................................................... hrt. 

Bedtime ..................................................................hs 

Hysterosalpingogram..........................................HSG 

Herpes simplex virus .......................................... HSV 

Height ....................................................................Ht. 

Hypertensive vascular disease...........................HVD 

History ................................................................... Hx 

Initial visit ...................................................................I 

Iodine.........................................................................I 

Incision and drainage .........................................I & D 

That is....................................................................i.e. 

Incomplete abortion..............................................IAB 

In the same place .................................................ibid 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome .....................................IBS 

Ideal body weight.................................................IBW 

Intensive care unit ............................................... ICU 

Insulin dependent Diabetes Mellitus ................. IDDM 

Intravenous drug user........................................IVDU 

Intramuscular(ly).....................................................IM 

Intermenstrual bleeding....................................... IMB 

Inch.........................................................................in. 

Infection, inferior, infusion......................................inf. 

Injection .................................................................inj. 

Intrauterine device............................................... IUD 

Intrauterine fetal demise.................................... IUFD 

Intrauterine pregnancy..........................................IUP 

Intravenous(ly)........................................................ IV 



 

 

Journal of American Medical Assoc. ................JAMA 

Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis................................JRA 

Kilogram ...............................................................Kg. 

Kilogram .............................................................kgm. 

Potassium hydroxide ..........................................KOH 

Kaposi's Sarcoma..................................................KS 

Kidneys, ureter, bladder .....................................KUB 

Living and well ..................................................L & W 

Liter.......................................................................L.,l. 

Laboratory .............................................................lab 

Lymphadenopathy...............................................LAD 

Laparotomy............................................................lap 

Lateral....................................................................lat. 

Lower extremities ................................................LE's 

Lo Estrin 1/20 ................................................ LE 1/20 

Lo estrin 1.5/30............................................ LE1.5/30 

Large ...............................................................lg., lrg. 

Large for gestational age.................................... LGA 

Lymphogranuloma venereum............................. LGV 

Luteinizing hormone ..............................................LH 

Liquid.....................................................................liq. 

Leukoplakia ........................................................... LK 

Liver, kidneys, spleen ..........................................LKS 

Left lower extremity ............................................. LLE 

Left lower lobe (lung)............................................LLL 

Left lower quadrant..............................................LLQ 

Last menstrual period......................................... LMP 

Liquid nitrogen.......................................................LN 

Last normal menstrual period...........................LNMP 



 

 

Limitation of motion ............................................LOM 

Loop Electrocautery Excision Procedure.......... LEEP 

Lower inner quadrant............................................LIQ 

Lumbar puncture ................................................... LP 

Licensed Practical Nurse.....................................LPN 

Lutheran Social Services.....................................LSS 

Left ......................................................................Lt.,L 

Lower outer quadrant .........................................LOQ 

Lost to follow up................................................ LTFU 

Left upper outer quadrant................................ LUOQ 

Lymphocytes .................................................. lymphs 

Meter ...................................................................... m 

Murmur................................................................... m 

Medical Doctor....................................................M.D. 

Masters of Science............................................. M.S. 

Mitral second sound ..............................................M2 

Medical Assistant.................................................. MA 

Maternal (mother)............................................... mat. 

Maximum............................................................max. 

Microgram...........................................................mcg. 

Maternal and Child Health ................................. MCH 

Muscular dystrophy ..............................................MD 

Minimum daily requirement ............................... MDR 

Medical, medicine.............................................. med. 

Medical record.............................................Med. rec. 

Medical history...............................................Med.hx. 

Millequivalent..................................................... MEq. 

Metronidazole .................................................. Metro. 

Magnesium............................................................Mg 



 

 

Milligram ..................................................... mg./mgm 

Maternal grandfather..........................................MGF 

Maternal great grandfather..............................MGGF 

Maternal great grandmother...........................MGGM 

Maternal grandmother.......................................MGM 

Medical history......................................................MH 

Myocardial infarction...............................................MI 

Microscope ........................................................micro 

Minute, minimum, minin........................................min 

Millileter..................................................................ml. 

Midline ..................................................................ML. 

Millimeter ............................................................ mm. 

Millimeters of mercury ....................................mm.Hg 

Measles, mumps, and rubella............................MMR 

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report.......... MMWR 

Multiple contacts...................................................MC 

Mosaicism.............................................................MO 

Month(s) ........................................................... mo(s) 

Monocytes .......................................................monos 

Mucopurulent cervicitis .......................................MPC 

Medical record......................................................MR 

Multiple sclerosis .................................................. MS 

Monthly self breast exam................................. MSBE 

Microtrack............................................................. MT 

Multi vitamins....................................................... MVI 

No complaints........................................................n/c 

Not susceptible......................................................n/s 

Nitrogen...................................................................N 

Not applicable.......................................................N/A 



 

 

Nasogastric N/G 

Nausea and vomiting............................................N/V 

Neisseria gonorrhoeae ...................... N.gonorrhoeae 

Sodium ..................................................................Na 

Nurses Association of American College 

 of Obstetrics and Gynecology ..................NAACOG 

Sodium chloride..................................................NaCl 

Newborn ................................................................NB 

Nurse Clinician ..................................................... NC 

Negative ............................................................. neg. 

Natural family planning ....................................... NFP 

National Family Planning and 

 Reproductive Health Association...............NFPRHA 

Nongonococcal urethritis................................... NGU 

Nitrates ..................................................................nit. 

No known allergies ............................................. NKA 

No known drug allergies...................................NKDA 

Normal....................................................................nl. 

National League of Nursing................................ NLN 

Number..................................................................no. 

Night ....................................................................noc. 

Nurse Practitioner..................................................NP 

Nothing by mouth ...............................................NPO 

Non-reactive ......................................................... NR 

Normal saline.........................................................NS 

Non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs........... NSAIDS 

Normal sinus rhythm...........................................NSR 

Nonspecific urethritis ..........................................NSU 

Normal spontaneous vaginal delivery...............NSVD 



 

 

Oral, by mouth...................................................... (O) 

Ocular dextra (right eye).....................................O.D. 

Oculus sinister (left eye)..................................... O.S. 

Occupational therapy.......................................... O.T. 

Oculus uterque (both eyes)................................O.U. 

Office visit........................................................... O.V. 

Obstetrics ............................................................. OB 

Obstetrics and Gynecology ......................... OB/GYN 

Oral birth control.................................................OBC 

Oral contraceptive(s) ..........................................oc(s) 

Oral contraceptive agent ....................................OCA 

Occasional...........................................................occ. 

Overdose..............................................................OD 

Ortho cept.......................................................O.Cept 

Ortho cyclen ................................................O.Cyclen 

Orhtho tricyclen ....................................... O.Tricyclen 

Obstetrical/Gynecological Nurse 

 Practitioner ....................................................OGNP 

Ortho Novum ........................................................ON 

Ovaries not palpable...........................................ONP 

Out of town .........................................................OOT 

Outpatient Department .......................................OPD 

Optimal Pregnancy Outcome Program ...........OPOP 

Operating room ....................................................OR 

Orthopedic......................................................... ortho 

Opening of cervix....................................................os 

Over the counter.................................................OTC 

Ounce....................................................................oz. 

Pulse P 



 

 

Phone call.............................................................p.c. 

After food or meals ...............................................p.c. 

Physical exam .....................................................P.E. 

Past history..........................................................P.H. 

Present illness ......................................................P.I. 

Afternoon............................................................ p.m. 

Post partum ..........................................................p.p. 

Pill supply.............................................................P.S. 

Pregnancy test......................................... P.T. (UCG) 

Para 1, Para 2, etc...................................P1, P2, etc. 

Pulmonary second sound......................................P2 

Posteroanterior......................................................PA 

Papanicolaou Smear .......................................... PAP 

Post-anesthesia room.........................................PAR 

Paternal (father)....................................................pat. 

Pathology............................................................path. 

Premature birth, live infant..................................PBLI 

Postcoital test ..................................................... PCT 

Physician's Desk Reference...............................PDR 

Pediatrics.......................................................... Peds. 

Through or by ....................................................... per 

Pupils equal, regular, react to light,  and accomodate........................................PERRLA 

Paternal grandfather...........................................PGF 

Paternal great grandfather .............................. PGGF 

Paternal great grandmother ........................... PGGM 

Paternal grandmother........................................ PGM 

Postgonococcal urethritis ...................................PGU 

Doctor of Philosophy ...........................................PhD 

Public Health Nurse............................................PHN 



 

 

Pelvic inflammatory disease .................................PID 

Platelets...............................................................plts. 

Postmenopausal bleeding ..................................PMB 

Private medical Doctor .......................................PMD 

Point of maximum impulse .................................. PMI 

Previous menstrual period..................................PMP 

Premenstrual Syndrome.....................................PMS 

Prenatal (care)............................................PN (PNC) 

Per mouth............................................................. PO 

Polymorphonuclear neukocytes ............... polys (MN) 

Positive................................................................pos. 

Possible.............................................................poss. 

Posterior .............................................................post. 

After surgery, post-operative ..........................post-op 

Post-pill amenorrhea .............................................PP 

Problem pregnancy ...............................................PP 

Post-pill amenorrhea with galactorrhea ........... PPAG 

Problem pregnancy counseling ..........................PPC 

Packs per day.....................................................PPD 

Penicillinase-producing N-gonorrhoeae  (penicillin resistant)........................................ PPNG 

Before surgery, pre-operative.......................... pre-op 

Pregnancy, pregnant ......................................... preg. 

Preparations ...................................................... prep. 

Previous..............................................................prev. 

Whenever necessary............................................ prn 

Premature rupture of membranes ...................PROM 

Psychology ....................................................... psych 

Physical Therapy...................................................PT 

Patient, pint.............................................................pt. 



 

 

Premature vascular accident.............................. PVA 

Premature ventricular contraction.......................PVC 

Every ...................................................................... q. 

Every 2 hrs, 3 hrs, etc...........................q2h, q3h, etc. 

Every day............................................................... qd 

Every hour ............................................................. qh 

Four times a day....................................................qid 

Every night............................................................. qn 

Quantity not sufficient........................................ QND 

Every other night ................................................. qod 

Quantity sufficient................................................. QS 

Quart ..................................................................... qt. 

Rectal ....................................................................(R) 

Respirations.............................................................R 

Rule out ............................................................... R/O 

Release of records ......................................... R.O.R. 

Review of systems...........................................R.O.S. 

Radium ..................................................................RA 

Red blood cells ...................................................RBC 

Regarding.............................................................. re. 

Regular................................................................ reg. 

Respiratory .........................................................resp. 

Releasing factor.....................................................RF 

Retroflexed ............................................................RF 

Rhesus blood factor...............................................Rh 

Right lower extremity ...........................................RLE 

Right lower quadrant .......................................... RLQ 

Registered nurse .................................................. RN 

Registered nurse Clinician..................................RNC 



 

 

Range of motion................................................ ROM 

Reactive plasma agent.......................................RPR 

Regular sinus rhythm..........................................RSR 

Right ......................................................................Rt. 

Return to clinic.................................................... RTC 

Return to inventory ...............................................RTI 

Right upper extremity .........................................RUE 

Right upper quadrant......................................... RUQ 

Rectovaginal..........................................................RV 

Treatment, prescription.......................................... Rx 

Supply visit...............................................................S 

Signs and symptoms .................................S/S, S & S 

Subcutaneous......................................................S.C. 

Side effects...........................................................s.e. 

Social history .......................................................S.H. 

Social Services ....................................................S.S. 

Supply visit...........................................................S.V. 

Spontaneous abortion ........................................ SAB 

Saturated..............................................................sat. 

Stillbirth, stillborn....................................................SB 

Self breast exam................................................. SBE 

Scheduled........................................................ sche'd 

Sterile dressing......................................................SD 

Second, secondary..............................................sec. 

Sedimentation rate ........................................sed.rate 

Segmented cells.................................................segs 

Small for gestational age....................................SGA 

Sexual intercourse..................................................SI 

Stress incontinence ................................................SI 



 

 

To be labeled........................................................sig. 

Small......................................................................sm 

Shortness of breath ............................................SOB 

Social history ..................................................Soc.hx. 

Solution......................................................... sol.,soln 

Specimen...........................................................spec. 

Subcutaneous....................................................... SQ 

Spontaneous rupture of membranes...............SROM 

Staphlyococcus .................................................staph 

Immediately ..........................................................stat 

Sexually transmitted disease.............................. STD 

Streptococcus.....................................................strep 

Serological test for syphilis ................................. STS 

Subcutaneous................................................... sub-q 

Suppositories......................................................supp 

Social worker........................................................SW 

Symptoms ..............................................................sx 

Temperature............................................................ T 

Tonsils and adenoids, tonsillectomy  and adenoidectomy ........................................ T & A 

Telephone call .......................................................t.c. 

Telephone order....................................................t.o. 

Treponema pallidum..................................T.pallidum 

Trichomonas (vaginalis) .............................. t.vaginali 

Therapeutic abortion........................................... TAB 

Tablet....................................................................tab. 

Tuberculosis ..........................................................TB 

Term birth, live infant..........................................TBLI 

Tablespoon..........................................................tbsp 

Temperature..................................................... temp. 



 

 

Three times a day tid 

Tender loving care...............................................TLC 

Too numerous to count ....................................TNTC 

Tubo-ovarian abcess..........................................TOA 

Test of cure ........................................................TOC 

Tolerated ...............................................................tol. 

Toxoplasmosis.....................................................toxo 

Treponema pallidum immobilization test ..............TPI 

Temperature, pulse, and respiration................... TPR 

Tincture...................................................................Tr 

Trichomonas (vaginalis) .....................................Trich 

Triglycerides ......................................................Trigly 

Teaspoon .............................................................tsp. 

Toxic Shock Syndrome....................................... TSS 

Tincture...................................................................Tx 

Urinalysis .........................................................u/a, ua 

Units .....................................................................unit 

Unprotected intercourse .......................................UPI 

Upper respiratory infection .................................. URI 

Ultrasound .............................................................US 

United State Public Health Service................ USPHS 

Urinary tract infection............................................UTI 

Vomiting and diarrhea ......................................V & D 

Verbal orders...................................................... V.O. 

Vagina, vaginal....................................................vag. 

Vaginal delivery after C section ........................VBAC 

Venereal disease...................................................VD 

Venereal Disease Research Laboratory...........VDRL 

Vaginal hysterectomy ............................................VH 



 

 

Volume .................................................................vol. 

Versus ...................................................................vs. 

Vertex ...................................................................vtx. 

Withdrawal............................................................w/d 

Well-developed................................................... W/D 

White blood cells (count)...................................WBC 

Withdrawal bleeding ..........................................WDB 

Wrinkled epithelial cells .....................................WEC 

Women, Infants, and Children............................ WIC 

Weeks ................................................................ wks. 

Well-nourished .................................................... WN 

Within normal limits ........................................... WNL 

Weight ...................................................................wt. 

Years old ............................................................ Y.O. 

Years ....................................................................yrs. 

Yeast, Trich, clue cells, and Whiff ................ YTC&W 

 


