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Ahmadiyya movement
Why in News
Unknown attackers broke the domes and minarets of a mosque of Pakistan’s minority Ahmadiyya community in 
Karachi, Pakistan, recently. 

Important Points
History of Ahmadiyya movement

The origins of the religious sect are in Qadian near 
Amritsar in Punjab, India. 

They believe in the Messiah, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
(1835-1908) of Qadian.the name Ahmadiyya is a name 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad founded the movement in 
1889.

major religious traditions.

lost through the centuries.

estimate their numbers at around 1 lakh.

be heretics. 

Visva-Bharati University will soon get the ‘heritage’ tag from UNESCO
Why in News
Visva-Bharati University will soon get the ‘heritage’ tag from UNESCO to take the distinction of world’s �rst living 
heritage university.

Important Points
History of Visva-Bharati University

Shantiniketan, West Bengal, India. 

ART AND CULTURE
Chapter-
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1951 through a central Act. 

arts, language, humanities, music and these are 

culture and culture studies. 
As originally intended, these serve as institutes 
for Hindi studies (Hindi Bhavan), Sino-Asian studies (Cheena Bhavan), centre for humanities (Vidya 

This is embodied in an international treaty called the Convention concerning the Protection of the 

Stone carvings found in Gurugram
Why in News
Stone carvings that archaeologists say date back to the Paleolithic period or the Stone Age have been discovered in 
Gurugram, Haryana.

Important Points
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Vijayanagara-the Victory city
Why in News
Salman Rushdie is back with his latest novel, Victory City. �e book is a �ctionalised telling of the story of the 
Vijayanagara Kingdom, narrated by a sorceress and poet named Pampa Kampana.

Important Points
A brief history of Vijayanagara Kingdom

Contributions to culture and architecture

constructions. 
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of Vijayanagara.

Dhamaal
Why in News
Recently, a new documentary has focused on the music and dance performances of the Siddis community in Gujarat, 
called Dhamaals.

Important Points
About Dhamaals

Africa. 

�ey are performed in two ways 
Dance Dhamaal and Baithaaki Dhamaal. 

focus is more on the lyrics and less on the musical 
instruments. 
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(meaning that everything is alright). 

are:

are traditionally African and Indian at the same time.

About Siddi Tribe

Sometimes referred to as Afro-Indians. 

Why in News
�e Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the campus of the Aljamea-tus-Sai�yah , an Arabic academy of the 
community recently.
Important Points
About the campus-

school board curriculum.

different colours. 
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to teaching of Holy Quran. 

�e Dawoodi Bohra community

According to members of the community, there are 

Their largest numbers reside in India, Pakistan, Yemen, 

Australia.  

The leader of the community is recognised by the members as having the right to excommunicate its 
members. 

community or a burial dedicated to the community.

 of the leaders.

Sangam age pushed to 800 BCE
Why in News
In the latest development, the Sangam age has been pushed to 800 BCE based on the archaeological �ndings in Keladi 
along the Vaigai river, about 13 km from Madurai.

Important Points
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�e Sangam age

mythical and legendary 

and scholars centered in the 
city of Madurai.

Sangam literature, and archaeological data. 

200th birth anniversary of Dayanand Saraswati
Why in News
Prime Minister of India paid tribute to Dayanand Saraswati on the 200th birth anniversary.

Important Points
Dayanand Saraswati

Among his various beliefs included a rejection of idolatry and the overly ritualistic traditions of Hinduism, 
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culture and belief systems at the time. 

Hindu fold.

monotheistic Hindu order that rejected the ritualistic excesses and social dogmas of orthodox Hinduism 

Dayanand’s philosophy & legacy

of the divine nature of the individual. 

centuries of brahmanical domination. Crucially, he advocated Vedic education for all castes.
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to the nationalist discourse of the time.

consolidation of Hindus. 

back Islamic or Christian converts into Hinduism. 

Saint Valentine
Why in News
Saint Valentine’s is known for being associated with the Valentine’s Day, its origins also have a darker side.
Important Points
Saint Valentine

Saint Valentine is believed to be a third-century 

I
secretly 

Gothicus.
But this is not the only theory and another reference 

-
man founders. 
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love and romance.
How did Valentine’s Day become a global celebration?

1

1
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Puisne judges
Why in News
While recommending two names for appointment as judges of the Supreme Court, the Collegium headed by Chief 
Justice of India D Y Chandrachud mentioned about  senior puisne Judges.

Important Points
What does puisne mean, and who are puisne judges?

seniority, i.e., any judge other than the Chief Justice of that court.

through statutes or constitution

Di�erence of “puisne judge” in India & the UK-

those holding distinct titles. 

As the seniormost judge of a court, the Chief 
Justice has an additional administrative role. 

What did the collegium say about puisne judges?

POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
Chapter-
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Parliament is North Star of Democracy
Why in News
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has recently said that Parliament is the “North Star” of democracy.

Important Points

ahead is convoluted.

institution that guides democratic functioning, that dictates the direction a democracy takes. 

What is the North Star or Pole star?

How does the North Star help in navigation?

a useful navigational aid.
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73rd anniversary of Supreme Court of India
Why in News
�e Supreme Court of India has recently observed the 73rd anniversary of its establishment. 

Important Points
History of the Supreme Court

Court of India came into being. 

verandas in 1958.

Madhya Bharat, and Travancore-Cochin. 

of foreign States, a large number of senior and other advocates of the Court, and other distinguished 
visitors.

eedings ensured that the rules 

of the building. The Chief Justice’s Court is the largest of the Courts located at the Centre of the Cen-
tral Wing.

– leaving it to Parliament to increase this number. 

them. 

controversy.
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State police chiefs 
Why in News
Recently, the Supreme Court had directed the Nagaland government to appoint the 1992-batch IPS o«cer as police 
chief. �e order was passed after Nagaland challenged the UPSC’s recommendation.

Important Points
Process of appointing state police chief

chiefs of states. 

Rules on expunging from the record of Parliament
Why in News
Recently, some portions of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s speech delivered in Lok Sabha have been expunged or 
removed from the records of Parliament by the orders of the Speaker.

Important Points
�e rules on expunging from the record-
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What are “unparliamentary” expressions?

the list at regular intervals.
How is the decision to expunge a word (or portion of a speech) taken?

What happens after a word has been expunged?

Uttarakhand’s new anti-cheating law
Why in News
Recently, the Uttarakhand Governor gave his assent to the Uttarakhand Competitive Examination (Measures For Control 
and Prevention of Unfair Means in Recruitment) Ordinance, 2023,  brought by the state government to prevent the use of 
unfair means in exams.

Important Points

government.
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According to the ordinance, if any examinee is caught cheating or causing another examinee to cheat 

ndable.
UP’s anti-cheating law of 1992

even local gangsters.

Draft Geo-heritage Sites and Geo-relics (Preservation and Maintenance) Bill
Why in News
Ministry of Mines has recently noti�ed the draft Geo-heritage Sites and Geo-relics (Preservation and Maintenance) 
Bill.

Important Points
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is aggravating the situation.

geoheritage and geotourism value. 

General, GSI in the geo-heritage site are mentioned. 

lakh, or both. 
In the case of a continuing contra

What are the Geo-heritage Sites and Geo-relics?

-

their conservation or to access to such sites.
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The Supreme Court of India transcribes its proceedings live using AI
Why in News
�e Supreme Court of India recently started a �rst-of-its-kind project to transcribe its proceedings live using Arti�cial 
Intelligence (AI).

Important Points
How does the AI powered transcription work?

the Constitution.
Availability of transcripts for courts in other countries

In th

What is the transcript in court?

Jadui Pitara
Why in News
As envisaged under National  Education Policy 2020, the Union Education Minister has recently  launched Jadui Pitara- a 
play-based learning-teaching material for Foundational Stage.

Important Points
What is Jadui Pitara?

diverse needs of learners in the foundational stage. 

languages.        
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�e salient points of “Jaadui Pitara” are as 
follows:

learn best and effectively through 
Play

Jaadui Pitara brings all this to life:

Revised Guidelines on MPLADS 2023
Why in News
Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation has recently released the Revised Guidelines on Members of 
Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS)-2023.

Important Points
�e revised Guidelines

launched.

About MPLAD Scheme

-

has been elected.
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Parliament concerned.

Second edition of the Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) report
Why in News
�e second edition of the FLN report was released by Dr Bibek Debroy, Chairman, Economic Advisory Council to the 
Prime Minister (EAC-PM).

Important Points

distinct challenges faced in a multilingual environment.

and north-east, for indexation.

infrastructure, access to education, basic health, learning outcomes and governance.
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About IFC

events. 
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Ecological conservation initiatives in Union Budget 2023-24
Why in News
�e Union Finance Minister, during her budget speech introduced schemes and policies aimed at ecological conservation. 

Important Points

are the schemes announced.
MISHTI (Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats & 
Tangible Incomes)

being one of the largest mangrove forests on the 

PM PRANAM (Prime Minister Programme for Restoration, 
Awareness, Nourishment and Amelioration of Mother Earth)-

and the balanced use of chemical fertilisers 

Bhartiya Prakritik Kheti Bio-Input Resource Centres

Amrit Dharohar-

for local communities.

outlook that is inclusive of local communities as caretakers of the ecosystem.
Other elements of the Budget’s Green Growth push

Gas.

ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY
Chapter-
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resources for such activities.

vehicles and ambulances.

Ancient ‘marine crocodile’ fossil discovered
Why in News
Recently, Palaeontologists have uncovered a new thalattosuchian—an ancient “cousin” of modern-day crocodiles, which 
could be the oldest of its kind ever discovered.

Important Points
About �alattosuchian

and limbs of Turnersuchus hingleyae.

suggests that Thalattosuchians and other crocodile-like animals could have originated around 15 
million years farther than Turnersuchus.

end-Triassic mass extinction.

ghost lineage. 

existed, but they do not yet have fossil evidence. 
Until the discovery of the latest fossil, this ghost 
lineage extended from the end of the Triassic 

currently living gharial crocodiles. 

constructed differently.
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Yaya Tso lake
Why in News
Recently,the Biodiversity Management Committee, the panchayat of Chumathang village, along with SECURE Hima-
laya Project recently resolved to declare Yaya Tso as Ladakh’s �rst biodiversity heritage site.

Important Points
About the lake

It is a nesting habitat for a large number of birds and animals, such as the bar-headed goose, black-necked 
crane and brahminy duck
It also has the distinction of being one of the highest breeding sites of the black-necked crane in India.

What is the SECURE Himalaya Project?
S

(Global Wildlife Program) funded by the Global 

Shaligram stone
Why in News
Shaligram stones, which  are expected to be used for constructing the idols of Lord Ram and Janaki at the Ram Temple 
have arrived in Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh

Important Points
What are Shaligram stones?

years ago.

The fossils are considered holy by Hindus because Madhvacharya received it from Vyasa, also called 
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of Vrindavana are also believed to be made from shaligrama shilas.

Why use the shaligram stone in the Ram temple?

Jupiter is the planet with most moons as twelve new moons discovered
Why in News
Recently, astronomers have discovered 12 new moons around Jupiter. �is puts the total number of moons around the 
Solar System’s largest planet at a record-breaking 92.

Important Points

Institution for Science in Washington. 

the International Astronomical Union’s Minor Planet 
Centre.

miles (1 kilometer to 3 kilometers).

harder.
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About Jupiter

AU. 

gas, like the sun. 

hurricane.

fourths the size of Mars.

These four moons are called the Galilean satellites as Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei discovered 

Turkey Earthquake-the country’s worst disaster since 1939
Why in News
Turkey was recently hammered by a series of powerful earthquakes with a magnitude of 7.8.

Important Points
Causes for recent earthquakes

tectonic block that runs through northern, central, and eastern Turkey.

fault line on the eastern Anatolian block, close to the Syrian 
border.

zone. 

Anatolian tectonic block.
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Dominant Structures here are 

emerge on the surface.

What is Magnitude?

What are aftershocks?

for a very large mainshock.

days.
�e Erzincan earthquake

What is an earthquake?

the earth and cause the shaking of the ground.

What exactly causes earthquakes?
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Why earthquakes remain unpredictable?

seconds ahead of it reaching the ground.

E20 Fuel
Why in News
�e Prime Minister of India o«cially announced the availability of E20 at the India Energy Week (IEW) 2023 in 
Bengaluru.

Important Points

What is Ethanol Blending?

is made naturally by fermenting sugar derived from 
sugarcane or other organic matter like foodgrains 
( corn, grain).

Why Increase Blending?

Solar double burner cook-top
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India Energy Week (IEW

Roadmap for Ethanol Blending in India: 2020-2025

-

E20 Study & R&D Outside India

after the on-road mileage accumulation trials

Environmental Impact

ethanol blended gasoline decreases these emissions.
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Other Impact
Further, there are also various other impacts use of such fuel will have — primarily on the consumer, vehicle 
manufacturers and component manufacturers.

For the consumers, there are two and here’s what the report found:

to blended fuel can be reduced.

And, vehicle manufacturers need the following changes in production lines to produce compatible vehicles:

For Component manufacturers:

Save Wetlands Campaign
Why in News
Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change launched the ‘Save Wetlands Campaign’ in the presence 
of the Chief Minister of Goa.

Important Points
About the campaign

society. 

Wetlands – A Practitioner’s Guide. 

threats they face and management arrangements. 
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Mission Sahbhagita

Modi and the mission and vision of Sahbhagita Mission, based on advisory issued by the Ministry, 

Uttar Pradesh. 

conservation and celebration of cultural heritage.

The Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero (GFANZ)
Why in News
A recent analysis comparing industry pledges to climate action by the France-based group Reclaim Finance shows banks 
and �nancial institutions, a part of the GFANZ initiative, continue to invest billions in fossil fuels.

Important Points
GFANZ

committed to accelerating the decarbonization of the 
economy.

net-zero global economy. 
Achieving the objective of the Paris Agreement to limit 

and civil society.



Page No.:- 32 Current A�airs – March, 2023

What is Net zero?

sinks of greenhouse gases in the second half of this century’.

GSI has established “inferred” lithium resources in J&K
Why in News
Recently, the Geological Survey of India (GSI) has established “inferred” lithium resources of 5.9 million tonnes in Salal 
-Haimana area of Reasi District of Jammu and Kashmir.

Important Points
These resources have been established as 

-

-

alongside lithium.

one of three categories that mineral resources are subdivided into, in order of increasing geological 

According to the Ministry of Mines’ approved annual Field Season programme (prospecting plan), the GSI takes up 
di®erent stages of mineral exploration .

mineral commodities, including lithium.
About Lithium

the solid elements. 
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zinc and their alloys. 
A large variety of nonmetallic elements are scavenged by lithium, including oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, 

of its electrochemistry.

country ahead of Australia, Argentina and China.

geological domains of the country.

Mandya district.

Why in News
Meteorite streaked over India in August, 2022, breaking apart as it descended through the air, to scatter over two villages 
in Banaskantha, Gujarat was India’s �rst aubrite in 170 years.

Important Points
About Diyodar meteorite 

-

Ahmedabad, has revealed that this 

of aubrite. 
India has been the site of hundreds of 

and managed to reach the surface. 
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. 

crushed stone that is used in construction.

IARI’s InfoCrop
Why in News
�e ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute(IARI) scientists used InfoCrop version 2.1 to study the long-term 
impact of climate change and crop management practices on yield.

Important Points

and cotton.

regular intervals by the institute.

Convention on Climate Change detailing the level of vulnerability and risks the country faces due to 
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Thwaites Glacier
Why in News
Scientists studying Antarctica’s vast �waites Glacier – nicknamed the Doomsday Glacier say warm water is seeping 
into its weak spots, worsening melting caused by rising temperatures.

Important Points

and could destabilise neighbouring glaciers 

three-meter (9.8-foot) rise.

About �waites Glacier

India can become a biodiversity champion
Why in News
�e Budget’s emphasis on green growth can improve the state of the country’s biodiversity

Important Points
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India as a biodiversity champion

change.

our agriculture.

Science-based biodiversity conservation:

as globally.

is recommended.

fragmented by linear infrastructure.

New policy to help Indian communities displaced by annual river & coastal erosion drafted
Why in News
Union home ministry had directed NDMA to draft a policy based on the 15th Finance Commission’s report
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Important Points

due to climate change. 

 government 

non-governmental organisations. 

Pradesh. 

the condition of anonymity.

onsible for organising, 
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Why in News
According to a new study, James Webb Space Telescope ( JWST) has discovered six extraordinarily massive �rst-generation 
galaxies, formed roughly 500-700 million years after the Big Bang.

Important Points
The study said that these galaxies challenge current understanding of galaxy formation as they 
should not have existed so early in their life.

is 30 times smaller.

The galaxies are in the same area in the sky but are not close to each other in three-dimensional 

The team analysed these images further and found stellar masses greater than 10 billion solar masses, 

our Sun.

sources.

Commercial cultivation of liquorice (Mulethi)
Why in News
Himachal Pradesh has become �rst state in India to have organised cultivation of Mulethi recently.

Important Points

and tobacco.
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It is also used in traditional medicine against treating chest and lung diseases etc.

Combat digestive issues.
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Unity mall
Why in News
�e Union Finance Minister announced in the Budget of 2023 that states would be encouraged to set up a Unity Mall.

Important Points
Unity Malls

India.  
What is ODOP?

High Net worth Individuals (HNIs)
Why in News
Recently, institutional investors and family o«ces of high net worth individuals (HNIs) salvaged the Rs20,000 crore 
follow-on public o®ering (FPO) of Adani Enterprises Ltd.

Who are HNIs?

industry.

exceed a certain amount. 

ECONOMY
Chapter-
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Types of HNIs

assets.
What is follow-on public o�ering (FPO)?

exchange. 

World Economic Situation & Prospects report-2023
Why in News
�e United Nations’ World Economic Situation and Prospects 2023 was published recently.

Important Points
Following are the key highlights of the report:

The reasons are the food and energy crises 
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A

South India’s 1st Industrial Corridor Project
Why in News
Prime Minister has recently laid the foundation stone of South India’s 1st Industrial Corridor Project to be implemented 
at Tumakuru which is spread over 8500 Acre of land under the Chennai Bengaluru Industrial Corridor(CBIC).

Important Points

connectivity to the economic zone.

-
ment area.

esh.
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Large Exposure Framework guidelines of RBI
Why in News
Amidst concern about the exposures of Indian banks to a business conglomerate, the RBI Governor has said that the 
large exposure framework of RBI is fully complied with by all the banks.

Important Points
What did RBI say?

are healthy. 

About  large exposure framework(LEF) guidelines
In January 1991, the Basel Committee on Banking 

RBI’s QR code-based Coin Vending Machine (QCVM)
Why in News
RBI has recently announced a pilot project for QR code-based Coin Vending Machine.

Important Points
About QR code-based Coin Vending Machine

Unlike a cash-based traditional Coin Vending Machine, the 

banknotes and their authentication. 

distribution of coins using QCVMs.
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Jantri or Annual Statement of Rates (ASR)
Why in News
Recently, the Gujarat government announced a 100 percent hike in jantri rates – ready reckoner rates applicable to any 
property bought or sold across the state – with immediate e®ect from February 4.

Important Points
Jantri

black money in the real estate sector, 

rates, thus earning more.

-
istrative boundary.

Upnext India under Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme
Why in News
Chairman Apparel Export Promotion Council (AEPC) along with the other Export Council (EC) members inaugurated 
the �rst edition of upnext India 2023 in presence of international buyers and exhibitors, at Apparel House, Gurugram.

Important Points
What is  upnext India 2023?

by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry under 
the Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme.
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Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme

sustained basis. 

existing markets. 

�e following activities are eligible for ªnancial assistance under the Scheme:
Marketing Projects Abroad.

Studies.

I-T survey
Why in News
Recently, the Income Tax (I-T) Department has conducted surveys at the premises of the British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) in Delhi and Mumbai. 

Important Points

information. 

What is an I-T “search”?
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or thing found as a result of such search.

�e di�erence between a “search” and a “survey” then

Trustees of mutual funds
Why in News
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) recently proposed to review the role and accountability of trustees of 
mutual funds with an aim to protect unitholders’ interests.

Important Points
Recommendations of SEBI

by board of AMC. 

one year.

arm’s length.
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About Mutual Fund Trustees
Mutual funds in India have a three-tiered 
structure – mutual fund, the trustees and 
the AMC. 

the mutual fund and manage the funds 
mobilised under various schemes.

oversight over AMC and its activities so as to ensure that AMC acts in the interest of the unitholders.

management (AUM) and valuation of the AMC.

Payment aggregators
Why in News
�e payments arm of big technology companies Amazon and Google are among 32 �rms that have been given 
in-principle approval by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to operate as online payment aggregators.

Important Points

Who are payment aggregators?

Other action is RBI taking to regulate ªntech ªrms

guidelines for entities engaged in digital lending that stated that all digital loans must be disbursed 
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The transfer pricing rules
Why in News
�e governemt sources said that IT surveys at the premises of the BBC in Delhi and Mumbai recently were conducted 
in view of the BBC’s deliberate non-compliance with the transfer pricing rules and its vast diversion of pro�ts.

Important Points
What is transfer pricing?

How does transfer pricing work?

E�ects of transfer pricing

on foreign exchange reserves.
What is the “arm’s length arrangement” that the BBC has allegedly violated?

methods:
1. Comparable uncontrolled price method.
2. Resale price method.
3. Cost plus method,
4. Pro�t split method.
5. Transactional net margin method.
6. Such other method as may be prescribed by the Board.

Perpetual funds
Why in News
�e Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) is deliberating on allowing permanent capital vehicles (PCVs), evergreen 
or perpetual funds, where the capital available is managed for an unlimited period of time, into India.
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Important Points
What are perpetual funds?

their investment after a 5, 10 or 15-year lock-in. 

to introduce PCVs in India. 

investment trusts, closed-ended funds, interval funds and variable funds such as annuities and life insurance.

Rating of Buildings or Areas for Digital Connectivity
Why in News
�e Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has recently released its recommendations on “Rating of Buildings 
or Areas for Digital Connectivity”.

Important Points

and non-chargeable basis.
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Lab-grown diamonds
Why in News
During her Budget speech (2023), Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the government’s move to focus 
on lab-grown diamonds. 

Important Points
About Lab-Grown Diamonds(LGDs)

Uses of LGDs

the signature diamond sheen. 

New announcements
-

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Chapter-

5
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Radioactive capsule found in Australia
Why in News
Authorities in Austarlia have recovered a tiny radioactive capsule, smaller than a coin, lost in Country’s vast Outback.

Important Points
About the capsule

T

road in a remote area far from any community.

used to measure the density of iron ore feed 

degree of automation.

for humans. 

unstable. 

Additional Surveillance Mechanism (ASM)
Why in News
�e National Stock Exchange (NSE) has recently placed Adani Enterprises, Adani Ports, and Ambuja Cements under 
the additional surveillance mechanism (ASM).

Important Points
What is an additional surveillance mechanism (ASM)?

variation, Volatility etc.
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and short selling.

Why in News
An international team of scientists has made a breakthrough in retaining the quantum coherence of quantum dot spin 
qubits. 

Important Points
-

mation security to the search for novel materials and chemicals, to measurements of fundamental 

at converting it into light. 

decade-long research efforts.
What are Quantum Dots (QDs)?

Qu

a state of higher energy. 

from the valence band to the conductance band. 

Macrosomia
Why in News
A mother in Brazil recently gave birth to a two-foot-tall baby weighing 16lb (7.3kg). �e term used to describe these 
giant babies is macrosomia (Greek for large body)
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Important Points
What is macrosomia?

Factors responsible for such births

Gestational diabetes is a risk factor, too.  Some of it is linked to an increase in insulin resistance in the 

Having a boy increases the likelihood of macrosomia. Boys are three times more likely than girls to 
be born macrosomic.

Concerns

because of their large size. 
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baby, the greater the risk of damage during normal vaginal delivery.

the risk of the mother suffering from infection, urinary retention and haematoma (internal bleeding).

Union Budget’s ‘Digital India’ push
Why in News
�e Union Budget speech by the Finance Minister highlighted the government’s continuous e®orts to push for digitisation 
in the country.

Important Points
Initiatives for Digital India push

Digital Public Infrastructure for Agriculture: 

National Digital Library for Children and Adolescents: 

and at different levels. 

Centres of Excellence for Artiªcial Intelligence: 

educational institutions. 

agriculture, health, and sustainable cities.
National Data Governance Policy: 

Other initiatives

administration of justice.
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Mission to eliminate sickle cell anaemia by 2047
Why in News
�e Union Finance Minister has announced her government’s plan to launch a mission to eliminate sickle cell anaemia by 2047.

Important Points
About the mission
It will entail awareness creation, universal screening of seven crore people in the age group of 0-40 years in a®ected tribal 
areas and counselling through collaborative e®orts of central ministries and state governments.

What is Sickle cell disease (SCD)?

acute chest syndrome, and stroke.

hands and feet, and jaundice.

Diagnosing sickle cell disease

sickle cell trait. 

brings oxygen and nutrients to the baby).
Treatment therapies

the ideal donor.

Mechanisms of the toxic action of cobra venom traced
Why in News
 Scientists have traced the mechanisms of the toxic action of cobra venom, paving a path towards developing strategies 
for application of antivenom or small molecule inhibitors, which can help mitigate the local toxic e®ects of cobra venom 
retained at the bite site.

Important Points

large mortality and morbidity on these continents, including the Indian sub-continent. 
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effects). 

of the Institute of Advanced Study in Science 
-

and Technology and his collaborators from the 

-

of cobra toxins.

-

-

-
bodies, e.g., VHH or nanobodies) or small molecule inhibitors may be a more effective alternative to 

The medium-density amorphous ice
Why in News
Scientists have created a new type of ice that matches the density and structure of water, perhaps opening a door to 
studying water’s mysterious properties.

Important Points
About the new type of ice
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are arranged into the familiar hexagonal, solid structure that 

for a crystal. 

such order.

structure. 
Instead, its molecules are in a chaotic mismatch, more like 

before.

Muons to study the fortress wall of Xi’an, an ancient city in China
Why in News
As per a new study, researchers are examining the fortress wall of Xi’an, an ancient city in China, by using tiny outer space 
particles called muons that can penetrate hundreds of metres of stone surfaces. 

Important Points

generate three-dimensional images of such large structures.

-

and innovative tool to investigate large-scale archaeological sites. 

What are muons?
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Because muons are so heavy, they can travel through hundreds of metres of rock or other matter 
before getting absorbed or decaying into electrons and neutrinos. 

What is muon tomography or muography?
-

The detector then tracks the number of muons going through the object from different directions, to 
form a three-dimensional image. 

have been blocked. 

Muons and archaeology

-

-

chamber at least 30 metres long. 

time.

Uses of muography beyond archaeology

and others. 

ChatGPT vs google’s Bard
Why in News
 Google has  con�rmed that it will soon start public testing for a new AI chatbot of its own called Bard, based on the 
company’s Language Model for Dialogue Application or LaMDA.

Important Points
What is Bard?

in the coming days.
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What is LaMDA?

Comparison of Google’s Bard with ChatGPT of Microsoft-backed OpenAI

Microsoft’s new Bing search
Why in News
Recently, Microsoft announced plans to integrate its Bing search with more arti�cial intelligence (AI) features, powered 
by a new and bigger language learning model (LLM) from OpenAI. 

Important Points
About the new Bing search
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Di�erence between new Bing search & ChatGPT

Why in News
�e Secretary (Telecom), Government of India has launched the ‘IEEE C-DOT Certi�ed Telecom Expert Program (ICCTEP).

Important Points
About ICCTEP

It seeks to bring learning in the areas of Telecom including 5G, Cyber Security and Quantum 

in diverse areas of Telecom. 

Telecom technologies and solutions. 

is on 5G and beyond.
The aim of this collaboration is to jointly 

BLP certiªcation program
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IEEE

C-DOT

Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications, Government of India. 

Chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T-cell therapy
Why in News
Global data on the e«cacy of CAR T-cell therapy for cancer looks very good.

Important Points
What is Chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T-cell therapy?

immunization. 

What are T-cells?

immune system. 
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MicroLEDs
Why in News
Apple’s shift to microLED display technology is reportedly under process.

Important Points
What is microLED display?

generated by several individual light-emitting diodes.
Samsung, the 

-
ductors that receive electric signals. 

they form a module. Several modules are 
then combined to form screens.

Data Embassies
Why in News
�e Union budget 2023-24 has proposed to facilitate setting up of data embassies.
Important Points
Data Embassy

It consists of a set of servers that store one country’s data and are under that country’s jurisdiction 

bolstered by cloud technology solutions. 

of data embassies because they are in need of sovereign and resilient infrastructure.

advantages. Governments are doing the same.
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Dark Galaxy
Why in News
A team of researchers from Italy has been able to detect Black/Darkgalaxy using Atacama Large Millimetre/Submillimeter 
Array (ALMA)

Important Points
About Dark galaxy

They received their name because they have 
no visible stars, but may be detectable if they 

it is a young galaxy, forming stars at about 1000 
times the rate of the Milky Way.

turn out to be tidal gas clouds
What is Atacama Large Millimetre/Submillimeter Array(ALMA)?

Use of Phosphor-Gypsum (Phosphogypsum) in National Highway construction
Why in News
NHAI along with Department of Fertilizers, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers is going to take up �eld trials on 
NHAI projects for use of Phosphor-Gypsum in National Highway construction to achieve a circular economy in the 
use of Gypsum. 

Important Points
T

-



Page No.:- 64 Current A�airs – March, 2023

very successfully. 

life of the bitumen. 

construction.

What is Phosphor-Gypsum? 

m is controversial.

First ever Indigenous – Automatic Train Supervision(ATS)
Why in News
Bharat Electronics announced that the Delhi Metro launched India’s �rst ever indigenously developed Train Control & 
Supervision System.

Important Points
About i-ATS
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Project ELLORA
Why in News
Microsoft’s Project ELLORA is helping small languages like Gondi, Mundari become eloquent for the digital world.

Important Points
About the Project ELLORA (Enabling Low Resource Languages) in India

Gondi language
I

of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana and by small minorities in neighbouring 
states. 

has three or four versions.

-
guage. 

are ethnically related to the Telugus.
Mundari language

SOCIAL ISSUES
Chapter-

6
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Idu Mishmi language

It is considered an endangered language.

The Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project(ERCP)
Why in News
�e Rajasthan government has allocated Rs 13,000 crore for the Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project in the state Budget 
2023-24. But the state wants the Centre to share the cost of the project.

Important Points

-

received during monsoon has to be carried to the sub basin of Banas, Morel, Banganga, Gambhir and 
Parbati rivers.

Khanan Prahar app
Why in News
�e government of India has launched a mobile app namely ‘Khanan Prahari’ and a web app Coal Mine Surveillance and 
Management System (CMSMS).

Important Points
 Khanan Prahari & CMSMS
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-
Prahari and to monitor and take action on any kind of illegal coal mining activity being carried out 

Why in News
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare launched a nationwide Mass Drug Administration (MDA) campaign to Eliminate 
Lymphatic Filariasis (LF).

Important Points
It is aimed at ending disease transmission through the 
door-to-door administration of anti-filarial drugs, 

global target.
High-burden districts in Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, 

social and economic insecurity. 

What is Filariasis?

(immature larvae) that circulate in the blood.
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the body’s immune system.

Why in News
�e Apatanis, one of the major ethnic groups of the eastern Himalayas, practise a distinctive form of agriculture where 
rice and �sh are grown together.

Important Points
About Integrated rice-ªsh farming

each other.
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enhances rice yield here.  
-

ic resource utilisation.
About Apatanis

district of Arunachal Pradesh in India.

Unlike the other tribes, they are non-nomadic in nature.

any farm animals or machines. 
So is their sustainable social forestry system. 

.

XDI Gross Domestic Climate Risk
Why in News
XDI Gross Domestic Climate Risk, “world-�rst” index that assesses the risk posed to the built environment across the 
world due to extreme weather events, has been released by the Cross Dependency Initiative (XDI) recently.

Important Points
About the report/index
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a like-for-like methodology. 

the end of the century.
Key ªndings of the index

of Pakistan, Indonesia and most Southeast Asian countries. 

What does the index say about India?

States. 

districts most vulnerable to climate change.  
-

Sagar Parikrama Phase-III
Why in News
�e Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying has launched the Sagar Parikrama Phase-III from 
Hazira Port, Gujarat.
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Important Points
About Sagar Parikrama Phase-III

information o

Bharat. 

the food security of nations and livelihoods 

Protection of marine ecosystems.

rmen in rural areas and 

Khalistan movement
Why in News
Several followers of Amritpal Singh, a radical preacher and pro-Khalistan leader, clashed violently with police outside 
Ajnala police station near Amritsar.

Important Points

India and Pakistan). 
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Partition along religious lines. 
The

violence and generated millions 
of refugees: Sikhs and Hindus 

founder of Sikhism. 

The Anandpur Sahib Resolution

constitution.

What was Operation Blue Star?
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1995.
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iCET dialogue
Why in News
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and his US counterpart Jake Sullivan formally launched the US-India initiative on 
Critical and Emerging Technology (iCET) in Washington. 

Important Points
About iCET dialogue

shared democratic values.

collaboration in various areas. This includes 

industry, academia, and government to facilitate research and industry collaboration. 

other systems.

INTERNATIONAL RELATION
Chapter-

7
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Green Deal Industrial Plan of EU
Why in News
In a bid to support and expand its green industry, the European Union on February 1 revealed the “Green Deal Industrial 
Plan” that aims to cut red tape and provide massive subsidies. 

Important Points
T

Counter to the USA’s In¬ation Reduction Act (IRA)?

State of the Union (SOTU)
Why in News
�e US President Joe Biden has delivered his second State of the Union (SOTU) Address to a Joint Session of Congress 
at the United States Capitol in Washington DC.

Important Points
About the SOTU address

The formal basis of the Address lies in the US Constitution itself.
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Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such measures 

A House concurrent resolution decides on the day and time for the Joint Session of Congress to listen 
to the President.

US history. 

EU’s Trade & Technology Council (TTC) with India
Why in News
 India and the European Union recently announced the establishment of three Working Groups under the India-EU 
Trade and Technology Council, TTC  and their Terms of Reference.

Important Points
About TTC

The TTC is a strategic coordination mechanism 

the nexus of trade, trusted technology and security, 
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Working Groups
India and the European Union recently announced the establishment of three Working Groups they are:

1.

2.
the Government of India.

3.
of Commerce.

-

UN Commission for Social Development
Why in News
India’s Ruchira Kamboj(Permanent Representative of India to the UN, Ambassador) has been elected as the Chair of 
the 62nd Session of the UN Commission for Social Development recently.

Important Points

and Social Justice through Social Policies to accelerate 

About the UN Commission for Social Development
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Seattle bans caste discrimination
Why in News
Seattle became the �rst US city to outlaw caste discrimination, after its local council voted to add caste to the city’s 
anti-discrimination laws.

Important Points
The legislation banning caste-based discrimination 

establishments. 

sales, and mortgage loans.

gender. 

discrimination. 
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EPFO
Why in News
�e EPFO has issued a fresh set of instructions for employees who had not opted for pension contributions.

Important Points
Su

on or after that date.

of the trustee shall be submitted. 

GOVERNMENT SCHEME
Chapter-
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Vibrant Villages Programme
Why in News
Cabinet approves Centrally Sponsored Scheme- “Vibrant Villages Programme” for the Financial Years 2022-23 to 
2025-26 Important Points

Important Points

Key Features of the scheme
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How will the scheme be implemented?

centres, etc.
Beneªts and China factor

Jal Jan Abhiyan
Why in News
PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the Jal-Jan campaign, organised jointly by the Brahma Kumaris organisation and the 
Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Important Points

in the form of a mass movement.

The Prime Minister also elaborated that the Ganga river is getting cleaner and its tributaries are also 

Know about Jal-Jan Abhiyan

Modi  is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Jal Shakti 

Brahma Kumaris
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Mission Antyodaya Survey 2022-23
Why in News
�e Antyodaya mission was launched to aid people in rural areas.

Important Points

The objectives of the scheme are- conducting an annual survey at the Gram Panchayat level to monitor 

(xx) Small scale industries.
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Pudhumai Penn Scheme 2023
Why in News
Tamil Nadu Government launched “Pudhumai Penn Scheme” for girl students.

Important Points

Under Pudhumai Penn:

-

Mukhyamantri Tirth Darshan Yojana
Why in News
�e Scheme was launched by the Madhya Pradesh Government.

Important Points

across the country. 

What is Mukhyamantri Tirth Darshan Yojna? 

the state. 
The main objective of the scheme is 

richness of Madhya Pradesh and to 

tourism in the state.
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-

during their journey.

Madhya Pradesh.
Guidelines For Chief Minister Teerth Darshan Yojna

that they do not indulge in any behavior that tarnishes the image of the state.

Eligibility for Mukhyamantri Tirth Darshan Yojna 

any infectious diseases.

any infectious disease is mandatory to travel.

Pilgrim Sites Included in the Scheme
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is one of the four holy shrines of India.

NAMASTE scheme
Why in News
In the Union Budget 2023, the Government of India allocated Rs 100 crores for the NAMASTE scheme.

Important Points

What is the NAMASTE Scheme?

The scheme is being undertaken jointly by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and the 

Objectives:

-

Key Features of the Scheme to be Implemented in all ULBs

Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY).

How will NAMSTE be implemented?

tourism sector are very less.
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The Pen Memorial of Tamil nadu
Why in News
Tamil Nadu’s proposed Pen Monument to Karunanidhi’s memory was opposed by representatives of some opposition 
parties and �shermen’s and environmental groups on grounds of environmental damage.

Important Points
About the monument

Thamizh, or Tamil.
The design of the monument is based on the Veena, a traditional Carnatic music instrument that is 

�e Access Bridge

memorial on Marina beach.

MISCELLANEOUS 
Chapter-
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Operation Sadbhavana
Why in News
As part of ‘Operation SADBHAVANA’, Indian Army is undertaking multiple welfare activities such as running Army 
Goodwill Schools, Infrastructure Development Projects and Education Tours etc. for the children living in remote areas 
of Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh.

Important Points
What is Operation Sadbhavana?

abetted by Pakistan.

-

and India’s national interest.

of civil administration.

Surveillance Balloon
Why in News
�e US military has downed the suspected Chinese spy/surveillance balloon over the Atlantic Ocean.

Important Points
About spy/surveillance balloon

at the ground. 

Why would someone want to use a spy balloon instead of just using spy satellites?

ground. But they’re still several hundred miles above us.
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than any of the satellites, so they can see even more clearly.

Why in News
�e �rst-ever ABB FIA Formula E World Championship race in India took place in Hyderabad.

Important Points
About Formula E World Championship

becoming the 30th location to host an 

Hyderabad track alongside the Hussain 

regenerative braking.

chassis and battery. 

What is a Formula One race?
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drivers, and one for the constructors (the teams). 

Feathering
Why in News
A preliminary report by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Commission of Nepal on the crash of a Yeti Airlines ATR 
72-500 on January 15 in Pokhara says that the propellers of the plane were found in an unusual “feathered” position.

Important Points
What is feathering?

heights. 

Various types of propeller engines

What happens when the propellers stop functioning?
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Why in News
North India’s �rst Nuclear Plant is coming up in Haryana in the town of Gorakhpur, which is about 150 km north of 
the national capital of New Delhi.

Important Points

Major Nuclear reactors in India
�e Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP)

Tarapur Nuclear Reactor

Rawatbhata Atomic Power Plant

Kaiga Atomic Power Plant

Kalpakkam Nuclear Power Plant
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Narora Nuclear Reactor

Kakrapar Atomic Power Plant
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1. Initiatives for New India

people.

Various initiatives taken by the government for the Youth

Sports, Education, and Youth development

Way Ahead

Conclusion

GIST OF YOJANA FEBRUARY 2023:
YOUTH AND SPORTS

Chapter-
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2. Nurturing Excellence of Our Yuva Shakti

dend.

India’s Startup Ecosystem

Conclusion

3. FIT India: Towards a Healthy Future

.

FIT India Movement

Initiatives undertaken to promote FIT India Movement
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Conclusion

4: Youth and Health

health issues due to 

Health Issues faced by the Youth
Mental Health
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5: Enablers for Employment

�e �ve focus areas of the policy are:

Government interventions for career opportunities

6: Youth for Environment Sustainability

Roles of Youth and SDGs

LiFE Movement
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7: Youth Icons of India

Some of the Youth Icons of India are:

Some of the Youth icons in the �eld of Sports

8: Leading India towards Techade

MyGov 
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1: Sustainable Development through Renewable Resources

Energy Sector

Impact of Fossil Fuels

Renewable Energy

Solar Power

GIST OF KURUKSHETRA FEBRUARY 2023 ISSUE:
RENEWABLE RESOURCES

Chapter-
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Wind Power

Hydropower

Bio Fuels

Ocean and Geo-thermal:

Food Security and Renewables

2: Powering Growth in Agriculture Sector
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Energy Demand

Biogas

(a) New National Biogas and Organic Manure Programme (NNBOMP).
(b) Biogas Power Generation (o®-grid) and �ermal Energy Application Programme (BPGTP)

Solar Energy

3: Decarbonisation of Transport Sector
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Green technologies in Transport Sector
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4: Mitigating Environmental Issues

India’s e�orts towards mitigating the e�ects of climate change:
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5: Public Awareness about Renewable Energy Sources

planet. 

Renewable Energy-Prospects

�e Indian Context

Policy and Guidelines:
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6. Transition to Clean Energy

any. 

Energy Scenario

Future of the Energy Sector

India to lead the Global Energy Sector
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7. Renewable Energy Transforming Rural Women

Renewable Energy and Employment

Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE) Spurring Rural Women’s Micro-Entrepreneurship

Resilient Rural Health Systems for Women

Access to Clean Energy Equals Access to Better Education and Health

fuels in India. 

8. India: A Green Hydrogen Global Hub
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