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Bojjannakonda
Why in News
�e centuries-old Bojjannakonda is likely to draw tourists not only from across the country but also from nations 
like Bhutan, Singapore, �ailand, Sri Lanka, Cambodia and Myanmar, where Buddhism is practised even to this day.

Important Points
�e Central government has sanctioned Rs7.30 crore recently for taking up landscaping and development 
of tourist amenities at Bojjannakonda, which is under the control of the Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI).
�e State government, on its part, has allotted a two-and-a-half acre site adjacent to the Buddhist heritage 
site to develop a meditation centre and landscaping.

Details
Bojjannakonda, also known as 
Bojjannakonda and Lingalakonda, 
is an ancient Buddhist site located 
in the Indian state of Andhra 
Pradesh.

Historical Background
Bojjannakonda is situated in 
the Visakhapatnam district of 
Andhra Pradesh, near the town of 
Anakapalle.
�is site dates back to the 4th 
and 5th centuries CE, which 
corresponds to the period of the Gupta Empire in India.
During this time, Buddhism was a prominent religion in India, and several Buddhist monastic complexes, 
stupas, and viharas were constructed.

Architectural Features
Bojjannakonda is renowned for its rock-cut caves and stupas.
�e site consists of two major hills, Bojjannakonda and Lingalakonda, which are dotted with numerous 
rock-cut caves and stupas.
�ese caves served as viharas or monastic cells for Buddhist monks.
�e architecture of these caves is a testament to the cra�smanship of that era. �e intricately carved facades 
and entrances of the caves are notable, showcasing the artistic and architectural skills of the time.

Buddhist Heritage
Bojjannakonda is believed to have been an important center for Buddhist learning and monastic activities 
during its heyday.
�e site is dedicated to Lord Buddha and is adorned with various sculptures and inscriptions related to 
Buddhism. It is believed that the Buddhist monks residing here practiced meditation and disseminated 
Buddhist teachings.

Stupas
One of the highlights of Bojjannakonda is the presence of several stupas, both rock-cut and structural.
�ese stupas are signi�cant Buddhist monuments used for meditation and veneration. �ey are o�en 
adorned with intricate carvings and inscriptions that provide historical and religious insights

Inscriptions
�e site contains several inscriptions in the Brahmi script, which have been instrumental in deciphering the 
history and chronology of Bojjannakonda.

ART AND CULTURE
Chapter-
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�ese inscriptions mention the names of donors and provide valuable information about the site’s patrons 
and benefactors.

Decline and Rediscovery
Like many Buddhist sites in India, Bojjannakonda also witnessed a decline in Buddhist in�uence over 
time, possibly due to socio-political changes and the emergence of other religions. �e site was eventually 
abandoned and forgotten.
Bojjannakonda remained hidden from the modern world until its rediscovery in the mid-20th century. 
Archaeological excavations and research e�orts have helped unearth its historical and cultural signi�cance.

Hakki Pikki Tribe
Why in News
Recently, 114 tribal people from the Hakki Pikki tribal community in Karnataka got title deeds to the land they 
had been cultivating for about a century.

Important Points
Hakki Pikkis (Hakki in Kannada means ‘bird’ and Pikki means ‘catchers’) are a semi-nomadic tribe, 
traditionally of bird catchers and hunters.
It is one of the major tribal communities in Karnataka. �ey also reside in the Western and Southern states 
of India, mostly near forest areas. 
�e community migrated from Northern India, mainly Gujarat and Rajasthan, and is now mainly 
concentrated in Shivamogga, Davanagere, and Mysuru district of Karnataka.
�ey are recognized as a Scheduled Tribe in India.

Occupation:
A�er the implementation of stricter wildlife 
laws, the tribe changed its occupation from 
hunting to selling spices, �owers, Ayurveda 
formulations, and herbal oils.
�ey now travel globally to sell these products, 
especially in the African continent, where there 
is a demand for cheaper alternatives to Western 
medicine.

Language:
Despite being surrounded by Dravidian 
languages and living in southern India, the 
community speaks an Indo-Aryan language.
�eir mother tongue was designated as ‘Vaagri’ by scholars.
UNESCO has listed ‘Vaagri’ as one of the endangered languages.

Rituals and customs:
�e tribe follows Hindu traditions and celebrates Hindu festivals.
�e tribe prefers cross-cousin marriages. �e society is matriarchal, where the groom gives dowry to the 
bride’s family.
�e eldest son in a family is not supposed to cut his hair so that he can be identi�ed easily.
�ey are non-vegetarians.

Saraswati Samman
Why in News

Tamil writer Sivasankari was honoured with the ‘Saraswati Samman’ in 2022 for her book of memoirs titled 
“Surya Vamsam.”

Important Points
Saraswati Samman is an annual award for outstanding prose or poetry literary works in any of the 22 
languages of India listed in Schedule VIII of the Constitution of India. It is named a�er the Hindu goddess 
of knowledge, Saraswati.
It was instituted by the K.K. Birla Foundation in 1991. �e award carries a cash prize of ₹15 lakh, a citation, 
and a plaque.

Hakki Pikkis (Hakki in Kannada means ‘bird’ and Pikki means ‘catchers’) are a semi-nomadic tribe, 
traditionally of bird catchers and hunters.
It is one of the major tribal communities in Karnataka. �ey also reside in the Western and Southern states 
of India, mostly near forest areas. 
�e community migrated from Northern India, mainly Gujarat and Rajasthan, and is now mainly 
concentrated in Shivamogga, Davanagere, and Mysuru district of Karnataka.
�ey are recognized as a Scheduled Tribe in India.

Occupation:
A�er the implementation of stricter wildlife 
laws, the tribe changed its occupation from 
hunting to selling spices, �owers, Ayurveda 
formulations, and herbal oils.
�ey now travel globally to sell these products, 
especially in the African continent, where there 
is a demand for cheaper alternatives to Western 
medicine.

Despite being surrounded by Dravidian 
languages and living in southern India, the 
community speaks an Indo-Aryan language.
�eir mother tongue was designated as ‘Vaagri’ by scholars.
UNESCO has listed ‘Vaagri’ as one of the endangered languages.

�e tribe follows Hindu traditions and celebrates Hindu festivals.
�e tribe prefers cross-cousin marriages. �e society is matriarchal, where the groom gives dowry to the 
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Saraswati Samman 2022 was 
recently awarded to a Tamil writer 
Sivasankari for her book of memoirs, 
Surya Vamsam.
“Surya Vamsam” is a two-volume 
work of memoirs that not only 
traces the journey of an innocent 
child becoming a renowned author 
but also captures the societal 
transformations over the course of 
seven decades, as stated in the award 
citation.
�e selection for this award was 
made by a Chayan Parishad 
(Selection Committee) led by former Supreme Court judge Arjan Kumar Sikri.
Sivasankari, born in 1942, has a literary career spanning over �ve decades, during which she has authored 36 
novels, 48 novelettes, 150 short stories, �ve travelogues, seven collections of essays, and three biographies. 
Many of her works have been translated into various Indian languages, as well as English, Japanese, and 
Ukrainian.

Sivasankari works
One of Sivasankari’s greatest contributions to Indian literature is her four-volume work, ‘Knit India �rough 
Literature’, which features the perspectives of literary giants in 18 languages, as expressed through their 
stories and interviews. 
She has also had eight of her novels adapted into �lms, directed by renowned �lmmakers, and has won 
numerous awards for her writing, including the national and regional ‘Best Mega Serial’ awards for her 
novel ‘Kutti’, which explores the issue of girl child labor.
In addition to her literary achievements, Sivasankari has been invited to participate in several international 
programs, including the International Writers Program and the International Visitors Program at Iowa 
University in the United States. Her works have also been recorded in her own voice for the Archives of the 
US Library of Congress to commemorate its bicentennial celebrations.

Puri Temple Ratna Bhandar
Why in News

�ere is the demand to open the Ratna Bhandar (treasure room) of the Puri Jagannath Temple that has not been 
unlocked for three decades.

Important Points
Demands to open the Ratna Bhandar gained 
strength a�er the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) (the custodian of the 12th-
century shrine) gave a requisition for repair/
conservation of the chamber.
�ere are apprehensions that cracks have 
emerged in its walls that could endanger the 
precious ornaments stored there.

What is Puri temple Ratna Bhandar?
�e precious ornaments of sibling deities 
— Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Goddess Subhadra  given by devotees and erstwhile kings over 
centuries, are stored in the Ratna Bhandar of the 12th century shrine.

It is located within the temple and has two chambers:
Bahara Bhandar (outer chamber): It is opened regularly to fetch ornaments for the deities during the ‘Suna 
Besha’ (golden attire), a key ritual during the ‘Annual Rath Yatra’, and also during major festivals throughout 
the year.

�e selection for this award was 
made by a Chayan Parishad made by a Chayan Parishad 
(Selection Committee) led by former Supreme Court judge Arjan Kumar Sikri.
Sivasankari, born in 1942, has a literary career spanning over �ve decades, during which she has authored 36 
novels, 48 novelettes, 150 short stories, �ve travelogues, seven collections of essays, and three biographies. 
Many of her works have been translated into various Indian languages, as well as English, Japanese, and 

Sivasankari works
One of Sivasankari’s greatest contributions to Indian literature is her four-volume work, ‘Knit India �rough 
Literature’, which features the perspectives of literary giants in 18 languages, as expressed through their 
stories and interviews. 
She has also had eight of her novels adapted into �lms, directed by renowned �lmmakers, and has won 
numerous awards for her writing, including the national and regional ‘Best Mega Serial’ awards for her 
novel ‘Kutti’, which explores the issue of girl child labor.
In addition to her literary achievements, Sivasankari has been invited to participate in several international 
programs, including the International Writers Program and the International Visitors Program at Iowa 
University in the United States. Her works have also been recorded in her own voice for the Archives of the 
US Library of Congress to commemorate its bicentennial celebrations.
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�ere is the demand to open the Ratna Bhandar (treasure room) of the Puri Jagannath Temple that has not been 
unlocked for three decades.

Demands to open the Ratna Bhandar gained 
strength a�er the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) (the custodian of the 12th-
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Bhitar Bhandar (inner chamber): It has not opened in the past 38 years.
It had 12,831 bhari (one bhari equal to 11.66gm) of gold ornaments �tted with precious stones and 22,153 
bhari of silver utensils, among others.

When was the Ratna Bhandar last opened?
According to o�cial sources, the last inventory was made between May 13 and July 23, 1978.
�ough it was opened again on July 14, 1985, the inventory was not updated.
Permission of the Odisha government is required to open the treasure house.

Jagannatha Puri Temple
Most of the main temple sites are located in ancient Kalinga — modern Puri District, including Bhubaneswar 
or ancient Tribhuvanesvara, Puri and Konark.
It was built by Anantavarman of the Chodaganga dynasty in the 10th century. However, the deities within 
the shrine are believed to be much older.
Subsequently, in 1230, king Anangabhima III dedicated his kingdom to the deity and proclaimed himself as 
the ‘deputy’ of the god.

1. All those who conquered Orissa, such as the Mughals, the Marathas and the English East India Company, 
attempted to gain control over the temple. �ey felt that this would make their rule acceptable to the local people.

�e Architectural Features
�ese are classi�ed in three orders, i.e., Rekha Deula, Pidha Deula and Khakhara Deula.
�e temples of Odisha constitute a distinct substyle within the Nagara Order.
Deul (the shikhara): It is vertical almost until the top when it suddenly curves sharply inwards.
Jagamohana (the mandapas): �e hall which is almost square
�e most repeated form is the horseshoe shape, which has come from the earliest times, starting with the 
large windows of the chaitya-grihas. 
Compartments and niches are generally square, the exterior of the temples are lavishly carved, their interiors 
generally quite bare. Odisha temples usually have boundary walls.

Edakkal Caves
Why in News

Recently, Kerala Tourism launched a 2.9-crore rupee project to improve civic amenities around the Edakkal 
Caves in Wayanad.

Important Points
�ese caves are located 3,900 feet above sea level in the majestic Ambukuthi Hills.
�e name Edakkal itself means “a stone in between”.
�e unique, intricate stone carvings date back to the Neolithic and Mesolithic ages.
�e caves are two natural formations that are believed to have been formed by a large split in a huge rock. 
�ese feature Neolithic-era pictorial writings believed to date to at least 6,000 BCE.

Features:
�e caves sport human and animal �gures 
besides symbols and letters.
Inside the caves are pictorial drawings and 
engravings that indicate the presence of 
ancient human settlements in the region.
Despite their name, the Edakkal Caves 
are not actually caves. �ey are part of a 
prehistoric rock shelter that was formed 
naturally when one huge boulder got 
wedged between two bigger ones.
Human �gures, animals, tools, vehicles, 
day-to-day occurrences, and scripts in di�erent languages have been discovered here.
�e diversity of the engravings suggests that the Edakkal caves were inhabited several times at di�erent 
points in history.
�e Muniyaras, or ancient burial sites that have been discovered in these hills have yielded a rich collection 
of ancient earthenware and pottery.

Subsequently, in 1230, king Anangabhima III dedicated his kingdom to the deity and proclaimed himself as 
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Someshwara inscription
Why in News
Recently, archaeologists discovered a rare inscription connected to the Alupa dynasty during a recent 
archaeological exploration at Someshwara near Mangaluru, Karnataka.

Important Points
�e inscription was the �rst record of the Alupas dynasty that announced the death of king Kulashekara 
Alupendra I also mentions terms related to the Siri cult, such as Siri, Dalya and Chattara (Chatra).
�e human �gures shown in the inscription represent Kulashekara Alupendra himself.
A Kesava is responsible for the erection of the edi�ce in honour of Kulashekara Alupendra. 
It has two panels on the top, and in between the two panels the �rst line is engraved. 
�e rest of the inscription written below the panels is in the Kannada script and the language of 12th 
century characters announces the death of Alupendra I.
�e Keerthi sthamba or pillar found in the inscription is a replica of the original pillar found in the premises 
of a church in Kulashekara, Karnataka.
It was signi�cant in the study of Tuluva history and culture.

Depiction of Kulashekara Alupendra in the 
inscription:
In the �rst �gure, he is standing in Tribhanga (tri-
bent posture) and holds a sword in his right hand 
while the le� hand rests on a gurani (shield).
To the le� of this panel, divided by a pillar, the 
King is shown in a sitting posture on a mound 
resting both his palms on the centre of his legs in 
dhyana mudra.

Who was Kulashekara Alupendra?
Kulashekara Alupendra I was a famous ruler of 
the Alupas of South Canara.
He established a new city called Kulashekara in Mangaluru, Karnataka.
He laid down strict rules and regulations for temple administration, which are still followed in all temples 
in this region.
He was the �rst ruler to give royal patronage to Tulu language and culture.
He ruled from both the capitals, Mangaluru and Barkuru.
He ruled Tulunadu from 1156-1215 A.D., as per the records found.

Origins of the Soma cult:
�e Soma cult was founded by Soma Sharma of Gujarat in the 11th century AD and it spread across the 
country. 
�e Someshwara temple at Someshwara was built during the time of Kulashekara Alupendra in honour of 
Soma and adorned with Nava Durgas.
Independent Navadurga sculptures in sitting posture are found in the temple.
Alupendra I ruled Tulunadu from 1156-1215 A.D., as known from his other records.
�ough the present inscription is undated, it is datable to 12th century on the basis of paleography.

Bhimashankar Temple
Why in News
At the Bhimashankar temple, tensions ran high recently when a brawl broke out between two sets of religious 
leaders known as pujaris over who would lead the puja.

Important Points
It is an ancient Hindu shrine dedicated to Lord
Location: It is located in the Sahyadri hills in the Pune District of Maharashtra.
It is considered one of the 12 holy Jyotirlinga shrines in India.
In recent times, Bhimashankar has gained tremendous signi�cance since it was declared a “Wildlife 
Sanctuary”. �is sanctuary is a part of the Western Ghats.
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Who was Kulashekara Alupendra?
Kulashekara Alupendra I was a famous ruler of 
the Alupas of South Canara.
He established a new city called Kulashekara in Mangaluru, Karnataka.
He laid down strict rules and regulations for temple administration, which are still followed in all temples 
in this region.
He was the �rst ruler to give royal patronage to Tulu language and culture.
He ruled from both the capitals, Mangaluru and Barkuru.
He ruled Tulunadu from 1156-1215 A.D., as per the records found.

Origins of the Soma cult:
�e Soma cult was founded by Soma Sharma of Gujarat in the 11th century AD and it spread across the 

�e Someshwara temple at Someshwara was built during the time of Kulashekara Alupendra in honour of 
Soma and adorned with Nava Durgas.
Independent Navadurga sculptures in sitting posture are found in the temple.
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Bhimashankar is the source of the river Bhima.
History:

It was built around the 13th century. It is a 
testament to the skills of the Vishwakarma 
sculptors. 
Structures such as the shikhara (spires) were 
added by Maratha Empire statesman Nana 
Phadnavis in the 18th century.
�e Maratha ruler, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, 
is also believed to have facilitated worship here 
through his endowments.

Architecture:
It is a composite of old and new structures in the 
Nagara style of architecture.
�e temple features huge court spaces, intricate carvings on walls, and colossal pillars. 
�e sanctum of the temple, called Garbhgriha, has been constructed at a lower level inside which the sacred 
Jyotirlinga is present.
�e Swayambhoo, or self-emanated Shiv Linga, is precisely in the center of the �oor of the Sanctum 
Sanctorum. 
�e massive pillars and doorframes of the temple are awash with exquisite mythological carvings of divine 
�gures and holy symbols. 
�e temple also houses an ancient shrine of Lord Shani which is considered very auspicious by the devotees.
�e statue of Nandi, the revered bull who’s the vehicle of Shiva, is present right at the entrance of the temple.

What are Jyotirlingas?
A Jyotirlinga is a shrine where Lord Shiva is worshipped in the form of a Jyotirlingam.
�ere are currently12 main Jyotirlingas in India.
�e 12 Jyotirlinga temples in India take the name of the presiding deity. Each considered a di�erent 
manifestation of Lord Shiva. 

12 Jyotirlingas in India are:
Somnath Jyotirlinga in Gir, Gujarat
Mallikarjuna Jyotirlinga in Srisailam, Andhra Pradesh
Mahakaleshwar Jyotirlinga in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh
Omkareshwar Jyotirlinga in Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh
Baidyanath Jyotirlinga in Deoghar, Jharkhand
Bhimashankar Jyotirlinga in Maharashtra
Ramanathaswamy Jyotirlinga in Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu
Nageshwar Jyotirlinga in Dwarka, Gujarat
Kashi Vishwanath Jyotirlinga in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh
Trimbakeshwar Jyotirlinga in Nasik, Maharashtra
Kedarnath Jyotirlinga in Rudraprayag, Uttarakhand
Ghrishneshwar Jyotirlinga in Aurangabad, Maharashtra

Dhordo in United Nations World Tourism Organization’s list
Why in News

Dhordo in Gujarat made it to the United Nations World Tourism Organization’s (UNWTO) best villages list.

Important Points
�e UNWTO is a United Nations agency focusing on responsible tourism.
�ese villages have been chosen for how they’re growing visitor numbers without ruining what it is the 
visitors are coming to see.
�e accolade recognizes rural destinations that are embracing tourism as a driver of development and new 
opportunities for jobs and income, while preserving and promoting community-based values and products.
�e initiative also recognizes villages for their commitment to innovation and sustainability in all its aspects 
– economic, social and environmental.

It is a composite of old and new structures in the 

�e temple features huge court spaces, intricate carvings on walls, and colossal pillars. 
�e sanctum of the temple, called Garbhgriha, has been constructed at a lower level inside which the sacred 
Jyotirlinga is present.
�e Swayambhoo, or self-emanated Shiv Linga, is precisely in the center of the �oor of the Sanctum 

�e massive pillars and doorframes of the temple are awash with exquisite mythological carvings of divine 
�gures and holy symbols. 
�e temple also houses an ancient shrine of Lord Shani which is considered very auspicious by the devotees.
�e statue of Nandi, the revered bull who’s the vehicle of Shiva, is present right at the entrance of the temple.

What are Jyotirlingas?
A Jyotirlinga is a shrine where Lord Shiva is worshipped in the form of a Jyotirlingam.
�ere are currently12 main Jyotirlingas in India.
�e 12 Jyotirlinga temples in India take the name of the presiding deity. Each considered a di�erent 
manifestation of Lord Shiva. 

12 Jyotirlingas in India are:
Somnath Jyotirlinga in Gir, Gujarat
Mallikarjuna Jyotirlinga in Srisailam, Andhra Pradesh
Mahakaleshwar Jyotirlinga in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh
Omkareshwar Jyotirlinga in Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh
Baidyanath Jyotirlinga in Deoghar, Jharkhand
Bhimashankar Jyotirlinga in Maharashtra
Ramanathaswamy Jyotirlinga in Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu
Nageshwar Jyotirlinga in Dwarka, Gujarat
Kashi Vishwanath Jyotirlinga in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh
Trimbakeshwar Jyotirlinga in Nasik, Maharashtra
Kedarnath Jyotirlinga in Rudraprayag, Uttarakhand
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It also recognizes the focus on developing tourism in line 
with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
A grand total of 32 villages across the globe made the list.
�ere’s no ranking – instead, the destinations are listed 
alphabetically by country.
Each country was allowed to submit up to three villages for 
consideration – and only Spain succeeded in qualifying all 
three of its villages.
Called the “Best Tourism Villages” initiative, while enacting 
sustainable tourism, and reducing emissions and waste the 
program aims to:

combat rural depopulation,
advance gender equality,
innovation,
infrastructure and investment, and
reduce regional income and development inequality.

Copyright of Religious Texts
Why in News
�e Delhi High Court has found large-scale infringement in the reproduction on the Internet of copyrighted 
works of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, which publishes books and commentaries on Indian religious philosophy 
and spiritualism, especially classic Vaishnava texts.

Important Points
In an order, the court allowed the trust to approach tech companies Google and Meta with takedown orders 
against those reproducing copyrighted works on the Srimad Bhagavad Gita.

About the trust:
�e Bhaktivedanta Book Trust was established in 1970 by Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada (Srila 
Prabhupada).
He also founded the Gaudiya Vaishnava religious organisation International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON), colloquially known as the Hare Krishna Movement.

Are religious texts protected by copyright?
Religious scriptures are in the public domain, and in copyright law, no exclusive intellectual property rights 
apply to creative works in the public domain.
So, the Old Testament and New Testament, or the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible, one of the most 
widely used translations of the Bible, are not protected by copyright.
However, many modern translations of the Bible are copyright-protected because they represent new 
creative works by the translators.
For example, the New International Version (NIV), which was �rst published in 1978, is copyright-protected.
Permission would be needed or the terms set by the holder of the copyright would have to be followed in 
order to use the NIV text for certain purposes.
While the Ramayana and Mahabharata are not protected by copyright, the television series Ramayana 
created by Ramanand Sagar or B R Chopra’s Mahabharata are transformative works that would be protected.

�e copyright law in India:
Indian copyright law protects original work, a creative and independently created expression �xed in a 
tangible medium.
�e law grants the creator/ author of the work the exclusive right to use, reproduce, distribute, perform, and 
display their work.
�e law also protects transformative work which is a creative/ artistic work that takes existing material (text, 
music, art) and signi�cantly modi�es, reinterprets, or builds upon it to create something new and distinct.

�e case of the petitioner Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
�e trust said that its founder’s works published in various Indian and foreign languages had simpli�ed the 
religious books and scriptures making it easy for the common man to understand.

infrastructure and investment, and
reduce regional income and development inequality.

Copyright of Religious Texts

�e Delhi High Court has found large-scale infringement in the reproduction on the Internet of copyrighted 
works of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, which publishes books and commentaries on Indian religious philosophy 
and spiritualism, especially classic Vaishnava texts.

Important Points
In an order, the court allowed the trust to approach tech companies Google and Meta with takedown orders 
against those reproducing copyrighted works on the Srimad Bhagavad Gita.

About the trust:
�e Bhaktivedanta Book Trust was established in 1970 by Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada (Srila 
Prabhupada).
He also founded the Gaudiya Vaishnava religious organisation International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON), colloquially known as the Hare Krishna Movement.

Are religious texts protected by copyright?
Religious scriptures are in the public domain, and in copyright law, no exclusive intellectual property rights 
apply to creative works in the public domain.
So, the Old Testament and New Testament, or the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible, one of the most 
widely used translations of the Bible, are not protected by copyright.
However, many modern translations of the Bible are copyright-protected because they represent new 
creative works by the translators.
For example, the New International Version (NIV), which was �rst published in 1978, is copyright-protected.
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�e copyright of his work would vest with the trust a�er he died in 1977.
�e trust claimed that certain websites, mobile apps, and Instagram handles were making available a large 
number of the trust’s copyrighted works almost in a verbatim manner on their online platforms without its 
permission, which amounted to infringement.

What did the HC say?
In its interim order, the court said adaptation of the scriptures, including explanation, meaning, interpretation 
or creating any audio visual works, would be entitled to copyright protection.
�e court said this is so because these are the original works of the authors themselves.
�us, there can be no objection in the actual reproduction of the text of Srimad Bhagavad Gita or similarly 
other spiritual books.
However, the manner in which the same is interpreted by di�erent gurus and spiritual teachers being varied 
in nature, copyright would vest in respect of the original parts of the literary works which preach, teach or 
explain the scripture.
Since Srila Prabhupada had himself handed over the copyrights to be administered by the trust, the works 
cannot be reproduced without authorization, licence or the permission of the trust.
�e HC found that the shlokas in Prabhupada’s books, as well as their anuvaad (translation) and tatparya 
(intention) had been reproduced by the defendant entities.
�e court agreed that if not checked, such piracy would cause an immense loss of revenue to the trust.

Since Srila Prabhupada had himself handed over the copyrights to be administered by the trust, the works 
cannot be reproduced without authorization, licence or the permission of the trust.
�e HC found that the shlokas in Prabhupada’s books, as well as their anuvaad (translation) and tatparya 
(intention) had been reproduced by the defendant entities.
�e court agreed that if not checked, such piracy would cause an immense loss of revenue to the trust.
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UAPA Act 
Why in News
�e Delhi Police has sealed the o�ce of news portal NewsClick, by invoking the UAPA Act, alleging it received 
money for pro-China propaganda. 

Important Points
UAPA presents an alternate criminal law framework where the general principles of criminal law are 

the UAPA gives the state more powers compared with the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Enacted: 1967
Mandate: It is aimed at 
“more effective prevention of 
certain unlawful activities of 
individuals and associations 
for dealing with terrorist 
activities”.
Unlawful activity: Unlawful 
activity means any conduct 
which constitutes a crime 
or which contravenes any 
law whether such conduct 

commencement of this Act 
and whether such conduct 

elsewhere.

Power to central government:

(a) citizens of India outside India; 
(b) persons in the service of the Government, wherever they may be; and 
(c) persons on ships and aircrafts, registered in India, wherever they may be.

Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) Amendment Act 2019
o The Act empowers the government to designate individuals as terrorists.  
o

(i) commits or participates in acts of terrorism,
(ii) prepares for terrorism, 
(iii) promotes terrorism, or 
(iv) is otherwise involved in terrorism.  

o

connected with terrorism.
o

listed in a schedule to the Act.  

POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
Chapter-

2

UAPA presents an alternate criminal law framework where the general principles of criminal law are 

the UAPA gives the state more powers compared with the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Mandate: It is aimed at 
“more effective prevention of 
certain unlawful activities of 
individuals and associations 
for dealing with terrorist 
activities”.
Unlawful activity: Unlawful 
activity means any conduct 
which constitutes a crime 
or which contravenes any 
law whether such conduct 

commencement of this Act 
and whether such conduct 

elsewhere.

Power to central government:

(a) citizens of India outside India; 
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1. �e Schedule lists nine treaties, including the Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (1997), 
the Convention against Taking of Hostages (1979) and the International Convention for Suppression of 
Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005).  
Issues with UAPA

only 3% were convicted.

sharp surge in the state’s use of this provision in a 

servers in Jammu and Kashmir; and journalists in 
Manipur among others.

of the view that the accused is innocent of the alleged 
offence.
It means that the onus of proof of innocence for the 

the accused to show that he is innocent.

Related Supreme Court Rulings:

Bihar Caste Survey
Why in News
According to the latest caste survey conducted by the Bihar government, the State has a diverse social composition 
with more than 63% of its population belonging to the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and Extremely Backward 
Classes (EBCs).

Important Points
The survey took into account a person’s 
economic situation in addition to their 

programmes for the advancement of all classes.
Caste Census: A contentious issue

independent India census from 1951 to 

in every Census up until 1931.

of the view that the accused is innocent of the alleged 

It means that the onus of proof of innocence for the It means that the onus of proof of innocence for the 

the accused to show that he is innocent.

Related Supreme Court Rulings:

Bihar Caste Survey

According to the latest caste survey conducted by the Bihar government, the State has a diverse social composition 
with more than 63% of its population belonging to the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and Extremely Backward 

The survey took into account a person’s 
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project.

What is the caste survey in Bihar?

government decided to survey on its own last year.

were released nine months later than expected. 

people enumerated. 
�e Bihar caste survey’s results

state’s population. 

the “general” category. This group is referred to as the “upper castes” in general. 

the total population of the state is 13 crore.
�e caste survey’s sociopolitical importance

institutions and politics is linked to the call for the caste survey. 

le Survey.

were released nine months later than expected. 

people enumerated. 
�e Bihar caste survey’s results

state’s population. 
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Censorship 
Why in News

A new report titled ‘Freedom on the Net 2023: �e Repressive Power of Arti�cial Intelligence’ has been released 
by Freedom House, a Washington DC-based non-pro�t organization.

Important Points

What is Censorship?
Censorship is the suppression of 

other information. 

that such material is considered 

or “inconvenient”. 

Major Highlights
The environment for human rights 

registering net gains.

government protests. 

with Myanmar the world’s second most repressive for online freedom.

censorship and spread of disinformation.
Legal Repercussions: People faced legal repercussions for expressing themselves online in a record 

Indian Scenario

freedom.

that such material is considered 

or “inconvenient”. 

Major Highlights
The environment for human rights 

registering net gains.

government protests. 

with Myanmar the world’s second most repressive for online freedom.

censorship and spread of disinformation.
Legal Repercussions: People faced legal repercussions for expressing themselves online in a record 
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Abortion Rights
Why in News

In a recent case before the Supreme Court of India, a two-judge bench faced a complex issue related to the 
termination of a 26-week pregnancy.

Important Points

depression.

reasons.
Reasons Against Termination

Risk of Postpartum Psychosis: 
Termination at an advanced 
stage could lead to postpartum 

delusions.
Prior Cesarean Sections: The woman 
had undergone cesarean sections 

increasing the risk of complications.

of survival.
Medical Questions Raised

implications.

Current Abortion Laws in India

under the legislation.

the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

good faith in order to save the woman’s life. 

supervision of registered medical practitioners.

Termination at an advanced 
stage could lead to postpartum 

Prior Cesarean Sections: The woman 
had undergone cesarean sections 

increasing the risk of complications.

of survival.
Medical Questions Raised

Current Abortion Laws in India
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Under t
weeks. 

minors).

marriage institutions.

Muslim women’s right to divorce
Why in News
�e Supreme Court will examine a 2021 ruling of the Kerala High Court a�rming a Muslim woman’s right to 
pronounce extrajudicial divorce by way of “khula”.

Important Points
erala High Court Bench dealt with the conditions of khula. It said that a 

The SC will now reconsider whether Muslim women lost their right to extrajudicial divorce after the 

Extrajudicial divorces are those that take place without the court’s intervention.
What is khula?

Khula refers to the right 
of a Muslim woman to 
unilaterally divorce her 

upon Muslim men under 
Sharia law. The recognition 
of khula as a form of divorce 
stems directly from the Holy 
Qur’an.
Ho
the manner in which khula 
has to take place.

valid khula. 

Other forms of extrajudicial divorce available to Muslim women

divorce without the court’s intervention.

grounds for divorce.

come from either side.

�e Supreme Court will examine a 2021 ruling of the Kerala High Court a�rming a Muslim woman’s right to 
pronounce extrajudicial divorce by way of “khula”.

erala High Court Bench dealt with the conditions of khula. It said that a 

The SC will now reconsider whether Muslim women lost their right to extrajudicial divorce after the 

Extrajudicial divorces are those that take place without the court’s intervention.
What is khula?

Khula refers to the right 
of a Muslim woman to 
unilaterally divorce her 

upon Muslim men under 
Sharia law. The recognition 
of khula as a form of divorce 
stems directly from the Holy 

the manner in which khula 
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Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937

decree from the court to dissolve their marriage.

Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939
The 1939 Act was passed to clarify and consolidate the provisions of the law relating to the dissolution 

Islamic jurisprudence they followed. 

The 1939 Act recognised the Faskh route of extrajudicial divorce. All other modes of extrajudicial 

Electoral Bonds Scheme 
Why in News
�e Supreme Court recently referred petitions challenging the 2018 Electoral Bonds Scheme to a �ve-judge 
Constitution Bench. 

Important Points

step towards electoral reform” which “will ensure 

have contended that it affects transparency in 
political funding. 

What is the Electoral Bonds Scheme?

donate money anonymously to political parties. 

Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.

system of free and fair elections.
Political parties continue to receive most of their funds through anonymous donations which are 
shown in cash.

Why is the scheme facing a legal challenge and what are its larger criticisms?
The scheme

Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939
The 1939 Act was passed to clarify and consolidate the provisions of the law relating to the dissolution 

Islamic jurisprudence they followed. 

The 1939 Act recognised the Faskh route of extrajudicial divorce. All other modes of extrajudicial 

Electoral Bonds Scheme 

�e Supreme Court recently referred petitions challenging the 2018 Electoral Bonds Scheme to a �ve-judge 
Constitution Bench. 

Important Points

step towards electoral reform” which “will ensure 

have contended that it affects transparency in 
political funding. 

What is the Electoral Bonds Scheme?

donate money anonymously to political parties. 
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three years.

This amendment to the Companies Act may lead to “private corporate interests taking precedence 
over the needs and rights of the people of the State in policy considerations”.

leaves the door open for the government to know exactly who is funding its opponents.

Importance

SC Verdict on Same Sex Marriages
Why in News
�e Supreme Court unanimously ruled against legalising same sex marriage in India.

Important Points
Highlights 

The fundamental right to marry: Judges agreed that there is no fundamental right to marry and the 

to a vast range of legislative architectures and policies.
Interpretation of Special Marriage Act: The 
verdict mentioned that the SC cannot strike 
down the provisions of the Special Marriage 
Act (SMA) or read words differently.
The petitioners had asked the SC to 

“spouses” instead of “man and woman” 
and to strike down provisions of the SMA 

All judges unanimously agreed that it is not 

provide a safe space for raising children.

that are normally conferred upon married couples. 

SC Verdict on Same Sex Marriages

�e Supreme Court unanimously ruled against legalising same sex marriage in India.

Important Points
Highlights 

The fundamental right to marry: Judges agreed that there is no fundamental right to marry and the 

to a vast range of legislative architectures and policies.
Interpretation of Special Marriage Act: The 
verdict mentioned that the SC cannot strike 
down the provisions of the Special Marriage 
Act (SMA) or read words differently.
The petitioners had asked the SC to 

“spouses” instead of “man and woman” 
and to strike down provisions of the SMA 
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marriage.

Special Marriage Act of 1954

Arguments in Favour of Same Sex Marriages in India

Arguments Against Same Sex Marriages in India

social status.

even if that preference enjoys popular acceptance or support.

the petitioners may have initially anticipated. 

SC’s says ‘No Fundamental Right to Marry’ 
Why in News

Recently some constitutional experts have raised a question on the recent verdict of the Supreme Court of India, 
with respect to same sex marriage.

Important Points

Legality of Same-Sex Marriages in India
The Right to marry is a statutory right rather than a fundamental or constitutional right under the 
Indian Constitution.

the only ones that have led to marriage’s recognition as a Fundamental right.

Arguments in Favour of Same Sex Marriages in India

Arguments Against Same Sex Marriages in India

social status.

even if that preference enjoys popular acceptance or support.

the petitioners may have initially anticipated. 
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The ri

life.

this is a wrong decision.

The Court also issued directives to raise awareness among the authorities in this regard and even 
ordered the formation of a committee to investigate several matters.

Problems faced by the LGBTQ+ community

and family rejection.

Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) remains a serious concern.
Human Rights Declaration

Experts argue that the Court ignored the fact that India was an original signatory to the Universal 

the Constitution.
SC Verdict

provides the procedure for changing one’s gender and protection against discrimination in diverse 

How MPs ask questions in Lok Sabha
Why in News

Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra said she welcomes answering questions from the CBI and the Lok 
Sabha Ethics Committee pertaining to cash for query allegations against her.

Important Points

the Ethics Committee of the Lower House.

Parliament.

and family rejection.

Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) remains a serious concern.
Human Rights Declaration

Experts argue that the Court ignored the fact that India was an original signatory to the Universal 

the Constitution.
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Procedure for raising the questions in Lok Sabha:
Existing rules

Procedure:

�e notice usually contains:

Number of questions a member can ask

concerning that Minister(s) during the period of that session only.

2 Ways through which MPs can submit the notices of their questions

access.

Role of Speaker

Conditions for the admissibility of questions

country.
Different types of questions

inclination.
Unstarred questions

least 15 days in advance.

Number of questions a member can ask

concerning that Minister(s) during the period of that session only.

2 Ways through which MPs can submit the notices of their questions

access.

Role of Speaker

Conditions for the admissibility of questions
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Short-notice questions

Questions addressed to private Members

Importance of raising questions

The exercise is meant to act as a parliamentary device to practise legislative control over executive 
actions.

It can be used to:

Politicization of Bureaucracy
Why in News
Recently the Union government has asked all departments to deploy o�cers to showcase its achievements across 
the country, creating a political row.

Important Points

charge) for the roadshow.  

the current Prime Minister of India.
Impact of Politicization of Bureaucracy

Resistance from the opposition: 

ruling dispensation is attempting to 

civil servants into government 
propaganda ahead of elections.

that no government servant shall take 
part in any political activity.

politics.

The exercise is meant to act as a parliamentary device to practise legislative control over executive 

Politicization of Bureaucracy

Recently the Union government has asked all departments to deploy o�cers to showcase its achievements across 
the country, creating a political row.

Important Points

charge) for the roadshow.  

the current Prime Minister of India.
Impact of Politicization of Bureaucracy

Resistance from the opposition: Resistance from the opposition: 

ruling dispensation is attempting to ruling dispensation is attempting to 
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Undermining Professionalism: A professional and competent civil service is essential for effective 

Reasons for the recent development

reaching out to the grassroots to ensure schemes’ saturation.

regardless of their personal ideological inclination.

campaigns are put into action promptly.

political domains is given its due respect.political domains is given its due respect.
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The International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)
Why in News
To protect and restore Coral reef ecosystems, the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) announced a plan to 
raise $12 billion from public and private sources.

Important Points

International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)

Objectives

ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY
Chapter-

3
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ICRI’s operational framework includes

Operational Structure

Mount Kun
Why in News
One soldier died and three are missing a�er a group of Indian Army mountaineers was caught in an avalanche on 
Mount Kun in Ladakh.

ICRI’s operational framework includes



Page No.:- 24 Current A�airs – November, 2023

Important Points

About Mount Kun
Geographic Location

Historical Signi�cance

Cultural and Mythological Importance

Geographic Features of Mount Kun
Formation and Geology

Glaciers and Rivers

Signi�cance
Environmental Signi�cance

Mount Kun in Culture and Religion

Geopolitical Importance

Global Estimation of the Impact of Disasters on Agriculture
Why in News
Recently, �e Impact of Disasters on Agriculture and Food Security report released by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

Cultural and Mythological Importance

Geographic Features of Mount Kun
Formation and Geology

rs and Rivers

Environmental Signi�cance

Mount Kun in Culture and Religion
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Important Points
About the report 

Key Highlights 

Suggestions and recommendations

Tradable Green Credit 
Why in News
�e Government has introduced a program where an individual or entity can earn green credit and trade it on a 
dedicated exchange.

Suggestions and recommendations
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Green Credit programme

How to avail green credit?

Objectives of the initiative

Buff-Breasted Sandpiper
Why in News

Recently, a rare bird from the arctic tundra, Bu�-breasted sandpiper, was sighted in Kannur, Kerala.

Important Points
Bu�-breasted Sandpiper: 

Objectives of the initiative

Buff-Breasted Sandpiper

Recently, a rare bird from the arctic tundra, Bu�-breasted sandpiper, was sighted in Kannur, Kerala.
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Key Facts about the Arctic Tundra:

Centre raises MSP for Rabi Crops
Why in News
�e Cabinet Committee on Economic A�airs (CCEA) has increased the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for all 
Rabi crops for the �nancial year 2024-25.

Important Points

Crops Under MSP:

�ree Kinds of Production Cost:

Centre raises MSP for Rabi Crops

�e Cabinet Committee on Economic A�airs (CCEA) has increased the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for all 
Rabi crops for the �nancial year 2024-25.

Important Points
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Need for MSP:
T

Who decides what the MSP would be and how?

Concerns Related to MSP in India:
Limited Extent:

Ine�ective Implementation:

Skewed Crop Dominance:

Middlemen Dependency:

Burden on Government:

Who decides what the MSP would be and how?

elated to MSP in India:
Limited Extent:

Ine�ective Implementation:
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Little Ice Age (LIA)
Why in News

A recent study showed the signature of moist conditions during the Little Ice Age (LIA) from the Western 
Ghats, India.

Important Points

Impact on climate:

Key �ndings of the study

Siena Galaxy Atlas (SGA)
Why in News

Recently, astronomers have created a beautiful atlas of 400,000 galaxies in the cosmic neighbourhood of Milky 
Way and named it the Siena Galaxy Atlas.

Important Points

Key �ndings of the study



Page No.:- 30 Current A�airs – November, 2023

How is it di�erent from other atlases?

Signi�cance

Hang Gliders
Why in News
�e Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) recently issued a new set of regulations regarding the opera-
tion of powered hang gliders.

Important Points

How does it work?

Powered Hang Gliders:

DGCA Regulations on Powered Hang Gliders:

�e Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) recently issued a new set of regulations regarding the opera
tion of powered hang gliders.

Important Points

How does it work?
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Drought in Amazon Rainforests
Why in News
�e Amazon rainforest is reeling from an intense drought. Numerous rivers vital for travel have dried up. As a 
result, there is no water, food, or medicine in villages of indigenous communities living in the area.

Important Points

Unprecedented Drought in the Amazon Rainforests:

Rami�cations of the Prolonged Drought:

Drought in Amazon Rainforests

�e Amazon rainforest is reeling from an intense drought. Numerous rivers vital for travel have dried up. As a 
result, there is no water, food, or medicine in villages of indigenous communities living in the area.

Important Points

Unprecedented Drought in the Amazon Rainforests:

Rami�cations of the Prolonged Drought:
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Underlying Causes of the Amazon Drought:
Historical Precedence:

In�uence of El Nino:

Elevated Atlantic Ocean Temperatures:

Alarming Research Findings for the Future of the Amazon Rainforests:

Why in News
Recently, a sudden surge in the Teesta river washed away habitations in Sikkim, the Chungthang Dam, several 
bridges and parts of National Highway 10.

Important Points
What triggered the �oods?

Elevated Atlantic Ocean Temperatures:

Alarming Research Findings for the Future of the Amazon Rainforests:
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Status of hydel power projects:

Outlook:

Construction Dust
Why in News
Mega infrastructure projects have draped Mumbai city with construction dust at a scale unprecedented in sweep 
and volume.

 Important Points

What it consists?

Impact:

Construction Dust

Mega infrastructure projects have draped Mumbai city with construction dust at a scale unprecedented in sweep 
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E�ects on construction workers:

Outlook: 

Microalgae 
Why in News
Microalgae, which form the base of the food chain in the ocean and capture carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 
appear to rely on a unique strategy to cope with global warming, according to a new study.

Important Points
How the microalgae are adapting?

What are Microbial rhodopsins?

Need for adaptation:

Microalgae, which form the base of the food chain in the ocean and capture carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 
appear to rely on a unique strategy to cope with global warming, according to a new study.
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Key �ndings of the study:

Relevance of Southern Ocean:

Signi�cance of the study:Signi�cance of the study:
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RBI’s Status Quo
Why in News
�e Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has maintained its status quo on key interest rates for the fourth consecutive time 
in its recent Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) meeting.

Important Points
The RBI has maintained a withdrawal of accommodation stance since June 2023, when it 

including the latest one on October 6, 2023.

Implications for the economy and 
�nancial markets
It signals that the RBI is 

for price stability. The RBI has 

for 2023-24 from 5.1% in August 
to 5.4% in October, citing higher 
commodity prices, supply chain 
disruptions, demand pressures 

It indicates that the RBI is preparing for a gradual normalization of monetary policy as the 

9.5% in 2023-24 from a contraction of 7.3% in 2020-21, supported by robust consumption, 

sustain in 2024-25 at around 8%.

accommodation stance implies that there is less scope for further rate cuts by the RBI and 

corporates and households.
Steps to cope with the withdrawal of accommodation

ECONOMY
Chapter-

4

The RBI has maintained a withdrawal of accommodation stance since June 2023, when it 

including the latest one on October 6, 2023.

Implications for the economy and 
�nancial markets
It signals that the RBI is 

for price stability. The RBI has 

for 2023-24 from 5.1% in August 
to 5.4% in October, citing higher 
commodity prices, supply chain 
disruptions, demand pressures 

It indicates that the RBI is preparing for a gradual normalization of monetary policy as the 

9.5% in 2023-24 from a contraction of 7.3% in 2020-21, supported by robust consumption, 
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The 

maturity of bond issuances. The RBI has also conducted special OMOs, operation twists and 

Challenges

from the system.

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for white goods
Why in News
�e revised guidelines for the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for white goods in India re�ect signi�-
cant changes aimed at providing more oversight, clarity, and �exibility for participating companies.

Important Points
The scheme is operational 
now. Out of 64 selected 

opted for the gestation 
period up to 31st March, 

commercial production. 

31st March, 2023 are 
at different stages of 
implementation.

global supply chains. 

 Highlights of the Revised Guidelines

scheme for white goods.

from the system.

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for white goods

�e revised guidelines for the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for white goods in India re�ect signi�
cant changes aimed at providing more oversight, clarity, and �exibility for participating companies.

Important Points
The scheme is operational 
now. Out of 64 selected now. Out of 64 selected 

opted for the gestation 
period up to 31st March, period up to 31st March, 
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their claims.

set up.

Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI):

on incremental sales from products manufactured in domestic units. 

countries.
It was launched in April 2020, for the Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing sector, but later 
towards the end of 2020 was introduced for 10 other sectors. This scheme was introduced in 

�e scheme initially targeted three industries:
Mobile and allied Component Manufacturing
Electrical Component Manufacturing and

MPC Meeting
Why in News
Recently, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its bimonthly Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) Meeting has retained 
benchmark interest rates unchanged for the 4th time in a row. �e MPC kept the policy Repo Rate Unchanged at 
6.50%.

Important Points
In the most recent MPC (Monetary Policy Committee) meeting, several crucial decisions and insights emerged:

Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI):

on incremental sales from products manufactured in domestic units. 

countries.
It was launched in April 2020, for the Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing sector, but later 
towards the end of 2020 was introduced for 10 other sectors. This scheme was introduced in 

�e scheme initially targeted three industries:
Mobile and allied Component Manufacturing
Electrical Component Manufacturing and

Recently, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its bimonthly Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) Meeting has retained 
benchmark interest rates unchanged for the 4th time in a row. �e MPC kept the policy Repo Rate Unchanged at 
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be

Reasons for Maintaining Unchanged Benchmark Rates

in the current meeting.

resurgence of fo

Concerns Flagged by the RBI in its MPC Meeting
�e RBI raised several concerns during 

its MPC meeting:

both macroeconomic stability 
and sustainable growth. 

fuel components), uncertainties 

careful consideration.

Monetary Policy Instruments at RBI’s Disposal
Qualitative Instruments:

Moral Suasion

decisions.
Direct Credit Controls

limits.
Selective Credit Controls

resurgence of fo

Concerns Flagged by the RBI in its MPC Meeting
�e RBI raised several concerns during 

its MPC meeting:

both macroeconomic stability 
and sustainable growth. 

fuel components), uncertainties 
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Quantitative Instruments:
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR)

Repo Rate

their borrowing costs and lending rates.
Reverse Repo Rate

Bank Rate

Open Market Operations (OMOs)

Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF)

Marginal Standing Facility (MSF)

Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)

securities.

Wilful Defaulter 
Why in News

Recently RBI’s Proposed Six-Month Timeline for Wilful Defaulter Classi�cation

Important Points

performing asset (NPA).
Timeline for Identi�cation:

declared non-performing assets (NPAs).

�reshold for Assessment:
Lenders must assess wilful default for 

becoming NPAs.
Identi�cation Committee:

Penalties and Restrictions:

publishing for wilful defaulters.
No credit is allowed to wilful defaulters 

Open Market Operations (OMOs)

Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF)

Marginal Standing Facility (MSF)

Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)

securities.

Wilful Defaulter 

Recently RBI’s Proposed Six-Month Timeline for Wilful Defaulter Classi�cation

Important Points

performing asset (NPA).
Timeline for Identi�cation:

declared non-performing assets (NPAs).

Lenders must assess wilful default for 
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Guarantors and Investigation:

Reconstruction Companies (ARCs).
About Wilful Defaulter:

so.

institutions to determine instances of wilful default.
Criteria for Wilful Default:

lender.
In cases where group companies of wilfully defaulting units fail to honor guarantees or letters 

defaulters.

Stock Splits
Why in News

Stock splits are routine corporate actions where a company divides its existing shares into multiple shares, 
reducing the price per share without changing its market capitalization.

Important Points

decreases proportionally.

In cases where group companies of wilfully defaulting units fail to honor guarantees or letters 

defaulters.

Stock splits are routine corporate actions where a company divides its existing shares into multiple shares, 
reducing the price per share without changing its market capitalization.

Important Points

decreases proportionally.
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Motives Behind Stock Splits

Implications for Investors

cost basis, considering the split ratio.

decisions post-split.
Market Dynamics and Investor Behavior

after a split.

Angel tax for start-ups
Why in News
�e Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has recently directed its o�cers to not carry out scrutiny of angel tax 
provisions for start-ups recognised by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

Important Points

Citing issuance of scrutiny notices to start-up companies under the CASS (Computer-Assisted 

cost basis, considering the split ratio.

decisions post-split.
Market Dynamics and Investor Behavior
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Angel tax:

the generation and use of unaccounted 
money through the subscription of 
shares of a closely held company at a 

Changes made for angel tax in Budget 2023-24:

start-ups.

Leniency plus’ norms
Why in News
�e Competition Commission of India (CCI) has released a dra� of revised lesser penalty regulations that pro-
vides for introduction of a “leniency plus” programme

Important Points
It is a new cartel detecting tool and sheds light on how the competition watchdog intends to 
operationalize it.
The “Leniency Plus” regime was part of the Competition (Amendment) Act 2023

regarding the newly disclosed cartel.

and Brazil.
Competition Commission of India

Competition Act, 2002.

shares of a closely held company at a 

Changes made for angel tax in Budget 2023-24:

start-ups.

Leniency plus’ norms

�e Competition Commission of India (CCI) has released a dra� of revised lesser penalty regulations that pro
vides for introduction of a “leniency plus” programme

It is a new cartel detecting tool and sheds light on how the competition watchdog intends to 

The “Leniency Plus” regime was part of the Competition (Amendment) Act 2023



Page No.:- 44 Current A�airs – November, 2023

promote and sustain competition, protect the interests of consumers, and ensure freedom of 

Composition:

members.

What is Cartelisation?

When businesses cooperate with each other rather than compete against each other, there 

Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
Why in News
�e Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) recently increased the transaction charges on the equity derivatives segment.

Important Points

Regulations Act.

mutual funds. 

How does the BSE work?

electronically managed trading portal to 

This process is possible through the direct 

need to pay a pre-determined price to the 

What is Sensex?

When businesses cooperate with each other rather than compete against each other, there 

Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)

�e Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) recently increased the transaction charges on the equity derivatives segment.

Important Points

Regulations Act.

mutual funds. 

How does the BSE work?

electronically managed trading portal to 

This process is possible through the direct 
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How is the Sensex calculated?

September 1, 2003.

What are Derivatives?

asset.

underlying asset without owning it directly.

Withholding Tax
Why in News
�e Supreme Court (SC) recently held that without an express noti�cation, the companies cannot, automatically, 
claim lower withholding tax of 5%, even if provided for in the Direct Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA).

Important Points

If the income is paid in India, the person responsible for payments to NRI must deduct the 

than 80 countries around the world.
How to determine tax liability for withholding tax?

Indian” and “Non-Resident Indian”. 

underlying asset without owning it directly.

Withholding Tax
Why in News
�e Supreme Court (SC) recently held that without an express noti�cation, the companies cannot, automatically, 
claim lower withholding tax of 5%, even if provided for in the Direct Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA).

Important Points

If the income is paid in India, the person responsible for payments to NRI must deduct the 
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Income earned or received in India:

Citizenship or place of birth: 

in India.

Di�erence between Withholding Tax and TDS?

payments to non – residents, that are foreign transactions.

4% Hike in DA
Why in News
Centre approves 4% hike in DA for central govt employees

Important Points

Increase in Dearness Allowance and Relief

Determining Dearness Allowance
The dearness allowance for 
employees and pensioners is 
calculated based on the Consumer 

(CPI-IW), published monthly by 
the Labour Bureau.
The release of the additional 

applicable from July 1, 2023.
Cabinet Approval

Di�erence between Withholding Tax and TDS?

payments to non – residents, that are foreign transactions.

4% Hike in DA
Why in News
Centre approves 4% hike in DA for central govt employees

Important Points

Increase in Dearness Allowance and Relief
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Financial Implications

Diwali Bonuses and Ad-Hoc Bonuses

Bonus for Non-Productivity Linked Employees

23.

About DA

and pensioners.

DA Revision

periodically.

and pensioners.

DA Revision

periodically.
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Commercial Spyware
Why in News
�e commercial spyware is being extensively used by the governments around the world.

Important Points
What is Spyware?

What is Commercial Spyware?

How are the Devices Targeted?

o

o

o

�reats and Problems Posed by Commercial Spywares

How to Prevent Spyware?

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Chapter-

5

What is Commercial Spyware?

How are the Devices Targeted?

�reats and Problems Posed by Commercial Spywares
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Matrix-M malaria Vaccine
Why in News
�e R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine has been recommended for use by the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
a�er meeting required safety, quality and e�ectiveness standards.

Important Points

What is Malaria?

Disease Burden

Initiatives to Control Malaria by WHO

What is Malaria?
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Indian Government Initiatives to Control Malaria: 

Geospatial Intelligence
Why in News
During the summer of 2023, the United States experienced a string of exceptional natural disasters, including 
extreme heat, Canadian wild�res, severe �ooding, and a powerful hurricane. �e application of geospatial 
intelligence could prove instrumental in alleviating these crises.

Important Points
Geospatial Intelligence

Spatial Data Collection

Location data can be categorized as:

Intelligent Mapping

Supporting Decision 
Making

Signi�cance of Geospatial Intelligence

Disaster Response and Relief

Climate-Related Event Prediction

Border Management

Supply Chain Management

Spatial Data Collection

Location data can be categorized as:

Intelligent Mapping

Supporting Decision 
Making

Signi�cance of Geospatial Intelligence
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Urban Development

Autonomous Vehicles

Economic Growth in the Industry

Data-Driven Agriculture

Government Initiatives to Promote Geospatial Technology in India

Challenges in Geospatial Intelligence

Phonotaxis
Why in News
Scientists have called the movement by an animal in response to a sound - Phonotaxis.

Important Points
Phonotaxis

Economic Growth in the Industry

Data-Driven Agriculture

Government Initiatives to Promote Geospatial Technology in India

Challenges in Geospatial Intelligence
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�ere are two types of phonotaxis: positive and negative.
Positive Phonotaxis

Negative Phonotaxis

What does Research says?

Ozone Hole Detected Over Antarctica
Why in News
Satellite measurements over Antarctica have detected a giant hole in the ozone layer.

Important Points

What are Ozone Holes?

Ozone creation and destruction

Ozone Hole Detected Over Antarctica

Satellite measurements over Antarctica have detected a giant hole in the ozone layer.

Important Points

What are Ozone Holes?
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Ozone Holes Grow and Shrink Every Year:

Causes of the Giant Ozone Hole in 
2023:

Is Climate Change Reopening Ozone Holes?

Why in News
�e Centre seeks to include traditional Indian medicines in the 11th revision of the World Health Organisation’s 
International Classi�cation of Diseases (ICD).

Important Points

Causes of the Giant Ozone Hole in 

Is Climate Change Reopening Ozone Holes?
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India’s quest to update ICD-11

Key Highlights of the Initiative

Signi�cance of the Initiative

Key Highlights of the Initiative
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Mistral
Why in News
Mistral AI released a 7.3 billion parameter language model positioned to compete against Meta’s Llama 2.

Important Points

Mistral vs. Llama 2:

Large Language Model (LLM):

1. Transformers were �rst introduced by Google in the 2017 paper “Attention Is All You Need.”
Importance of LLM:

1. Generation (e.g., story writing, marketing content creation);
2. Summarization (e.g., legal paraphrasing, meeting notes summarization);
3. Translation (e.g., between languages, text-to-code);
4. Classi�cation (e.g., toxicity classi�cation, sentiment analysis); and
5. Chatbot (e.g., open-domain Q+A, virtual assistants).

Mistral AI released a 7.3 billion parameter language model positioned to compete against Meta’s Llama 2.

Mistral vs. Llama 2:

Large Language Model (LLM):

1. Transformers were �rst introduced by Google in the 2017 paper “Attention Is All You Need.”
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Challenges of LLMs:

Deepfake technology
Why in News
�e Central government is looking to invoke a law that would require WhatsApp to share details about the �rst 
originator of a message. �e basis for this are multiple deepfake videos of politicians circulating on WhatsApp.

Important Points
Deepfake:

Background:

Where can it be used?

Measures to address the threats related to deepfakes:

Outlook

Where can it be used?

Measures to address the threats related to deepfakes:
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Consanguinity
Why in News
Recent studies delves into the in�uence of consanguinity on genetics and health. It elucidates how this widespread 
tradition a�ects disease susceptibility and the development of human traits within global populations.

Important Points
Overview

Key Takeaways from Studies 

Bene�ts:

Challenges:

Outlook
Consanguinity, being a practice deeply rooted in culture and tradition, requires a thoughtful and balanced 
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approach. Here’s a way forward to address the associated challenges:

Bio-Decomposer for Stubble Burning in Delhi
Why in News
Recently, the Delhi Government has initiated the spraying of a Bio-Decomposer to tackle Stubble Burning. How-
ever, the e�ectiveness of the microbial solution largely depends on its timing of application, according to farmers.

Important Points
Stubble Burning

E�ects of Stubble Burning:
Helpful e�ects

Harmful e�ects

Alternatives to Stubble Burning:

Bio-Decomposer to Address Stubble Burning

Bio-Decomposer for Stubble Burning in Delhi

Recently, the Delhi Government has initiated the spraying of a Bio-Decomposer to tackle Stubble Burning. How
ever, the e�ectiveness of the microbial solution largely depends on its timing of application, according to farmers.

Important Points
Stubble Burning

E�ects of Stubble Burning:
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Examples of Microorganisms:

Pusa-Biodecomposer:

Bene�ts:

E�cacy and Considerations:

Dengue
Why in News
In 2023 close to 95,000 dengue cases were recorded in India until September leading to over 90 deaths.

Important Points
Dengue:

Transmission

Burden of Dengue

E�cacy and Considerations:

In 2023 close to 95,000 dengue cases were recorded in India until September leading to over 90 deaths.

Important Points
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Prevention

New Evolutionary Law
Why in News
Scientists have proposed a new evolutionary law that can explain the evolution of living and non-living entities, 
from minerals to stars. 

Important Points

About the study:

White phosphorus
Why in News
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch (HRW) have accused the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) of using 
white phosphorus munitions in Gaza and Lebanon.

Scientists have proposed a new evolutionary law that can explain the evolution of living and non-living entities, 

About the study:
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Important Points
What is white phosphorus?

Military uses of white phosphorus

 How harmful is white phosphorus?

First use of White phosphorus munitions

Legal status of white phosphorus 
munitions

 How harmful is white phosphorus?

First use of White phosphorus munitions

Legal status of white phosphorus 
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Renewable Energy Project in Ladakh
Why in News

�e Cabinet Committee on Economic A�airs, approved the project on Green Energy Corridor (GEC) Phase-II 
– Inter-State Transmission System (ISTS) for 13 GW Renewable Energy Project in Ladakh.

Important Points

About the Project

Signi�cance

Lymphatic Filariasis
Why in News
Lao PDR becomes second country in 2023 a�er Bangladesh to eliminate lymphatic �lariasis.

Important Points

Four countries in the WHO South-East Asia region 
have also eliminated LF:

Signi�cance

Lymphatic Filariasis

Lao PDR becomes second country in 2023 a�er Bangladesh to eliminate lymphatic �lariasis.
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Tackling LF

About LF:

�ree types of worms are known to cause the disease:�ree types of worms are known to cause the disease:
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Deaths in India’s Prisons
Why in News

Important Points
Recently, the Supreme Court Committee on Prison Reforms found suicide to be the leading cause of ‘unnatural’ 
deaths in India’s prisons.

Important Points
Background

Classi�cation of Prison Deaths

Unnatural Deaths of Inmates in Prisons in 2021

Issues with Classi�cation

Concerns Regarding Prison Conditions

SOCIAL ISSUES
Chapter-
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Classi�cation of Prison Deaths

Unnatural Deaths of Inmates in Prisons in 2021
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Recommendations for Welfare of Prisoners

Child sexual abuse material (CSAM)
Why in News
YouTube, Telegram and X (Twitter) have been told to pro-
actively �lter child sexual abuse material (CSAM) out “on 
the Indian Internet” by the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology recently.

Important Points

Child sexual abuse material (CSAM): 

Recommendations for Welfare of Prisoners

Child sexual abuse material (CSAM)
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E�ects of child sexual abuse materials:

Keeping children safe on the internet:

India’s diabetes crisis
Why in News
In June 2023, a study conducted by the Madras Diabetes Research Foundation in collaboration with the ICMR 
and the Union Health Ministry revealed alarming statistics about India’s diabetes crisis.

Important Points

Key �ndings of the study

Keeping children safe on the internet:
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Contents of Ultra-Processed Foods:

Increased Risk of Diabetes with Scienti�c Evidence:

Impact on Weight Gain:

Structural Alteration:

Association with Cardiovascular Risks:

Shi�ing Focus to Low- and Middle-Income Countries:

Aggressive Marketing and Advertising:

Impact on Public Health:

Impact on Weight Gain:

Structural Alteration:

Association with Cardiovascular Risks:

Shi�ing Focus to Low- and Middle-Income Countries:
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�e need for regulatory intervention

Strategy to safeguard: Mandatory Provisions

Global Examples

3.21 lakh appeals pending with Information Commissions
Why in News
�e report raised concern over the reduced capacity of Information Commissioners at a time the appeals and 
complaints are steadily increasing.

Important Points

Strategy to safeguard: Mandatory Provisions

Global Examples

3.21 lakh appeals pending with Information Commissions

�e report raised concern over the reduced capacity of Information Commissioners at a time the appeals and 
complaints are steadily increasing.
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Right to Information Act 2005:

Fixed timelines to provide information:
1. PIOs have to provide information within 30 days in normal cases, 48 hours if it is a matter of life or liberty of 

a person.
2. First appellate authority within 30 days (45 days in exceptional cases) from the date of �ling appeal.
3. SIC/CIC – No time limit for disposal.

Global Hunger Index 2023
Why in News
India ranked 111th out of 125 countries in the Global Hunger Index 2023, a standing the government termed 
“erroneous and having mala�de intent”.

Important Points
About Global Hunger Index (GHI):

What does GHI Indicate?

Fixed timelines to provide information:
1. PIOs have to provide information within 30 days in normal cases, 48 hours if it is a matter of life or liberty of 

a person.
2. First appellate authority within 30 days (45 days in exceptional cases) from the date of �ling appeal.
3. SIC/CIC – No time limit for disposal.

Global Hunger Index 2023

India ranked 111th out of 125 countries in the Global Hunger Index 2023, a standing the government termed 
“erroneous and having mala�de intent”.
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How is GHI De�ned?
�e GHI captures three dimensions of hunger:

Consequences & Implications:

Factors that contribute to a high global hunger index have been identi�ed as:

India’s Position:

Criticism of the Report by the Union Government:

Factors that contribute to a high global hunger index have been identi�ed as:

India’s Position:

Criticism of the Report by the Union Government:
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AUKUS
Why in News
�e UK has awarded a £4 billion ($4.9 billion) contract to BAE Systems, Rolls-Royce, and Babcock to design and 
manufacture nuclear-powered attack submarines, known as SSN-AUKUS. 

Important Points

AUKUS Group

Background

Signi�cance of the AUKUS Group lies in several key aspects:
Response to Changing Geopolitical Landscape

Upholding a Rules-Based Order

INTERNATIONAL RELATION
Chapter-

7

AUKUS Group
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Shared Vision of a Free and Open Indo-Paci�c

Collaboration on Cutting-Edge Technologies

Breaking Traditions and Strengthening Alliances

Deterrence and Strategic Advantage

India’s response to the formation of the AUKUS Group

Israel’s Iron Dome and Yom Kippur war
Why in News
�e Hamas militant group launched its worst attack inside the Jewish state’s 
territory since 1948, killing at least 250 Israelis and abducting several others.

Important Points

Iron Dome

Deterrence and Strategic Advantage

India’s response to the formation of the AUKUS Group

Israel’s Iron Dome and Yom Kippur war

�e Hamas militant group launched its worst attack inside the Jewish state’s 
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How does Iron Dome work?
�e Iron Dome operates through three primary systems working in coordination to shield the deployed area from 
threats:

Detection and Tracking Radar: �is radar identi�es incoming threats.
Battle Management and Weapon Control System (BMC): �e BMC acts as an intermediary between 
the radar and the interceptor missile.
Missil

�e Yom Kippur War

Signi�cance of Yom Kippur:

Background:

A�ermath:

�e recent attacks on Israel have been compared to the Yom Kippur War for several reasons:

Signi�cance of the Yom Kippur War:
Israel’s Vulnerability:

Egypt’s Strategy:

�e Yom Kippur War

Signi�cance of Yom Kippur:

Background:

�e recent attacks on Israel have been compared to the Yom Kippur War for several reasons:
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For Egypt:

For Syria:

India and Tanzania Bilateral Relations 
Why in News
�e President of the United Republic of Tanzania undertook a State Visit to the Republic of India .

Important Points
Tanzania and India

Overview:  Tanzania and India have enjoyed traditionally close, friendly and cooperative relations.
Tanzania is India’s largest and closest development partner in Africa.
Political: From the 1960s to the 1980s, the political relationship involved shared commitments to anti-colonialism, 

non-alignment as well as South-South Cooperation and close cooperation in international fora.

Economic: India and Tanzania are important 
partners in terms of bilateral trade and 
investment.

Defence: Both India and Tanzania share the unanimous view that terrorism represents the gravest security 
threat to humanity.

Energy and Environment  :  India and Tanzania have close cooperation in the energy sector too.

India and Tanzania Bilateral Relations 

�e President of the United Republic of Tanzania undertook a State Visit to the Republic of India .

Overview:  Tanzania and India have enjoyed traditionally close, friendly and cooperative relations.
Tanzania is India’s largest and closest development partner in Africa.
Political: From the 1960s to the 1980s, the political relationship involved shared commitments to anti-colonialism, 

non-alignment as well as South-South Cooperation and close cooperation in international fora.

Economic: India and Tanzania are important 
partners in terms of bilateral trade and 
investment.

Defence: Both India and Tanzania share the unanimous view that terrorism represents the gravest security 
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Education, Skill Development and Development of ICT:  

Health: Both sides agreed to work for collaboration in the health sector.

Future Outlook 

Smart Fencing along Myanmar Border
Why in News

�e Ministry of Home A�airs has said that an advanced smart fencing system of 100 km along the Indo-
Myanmar Border is in the pipeline to strengthen the existing surveillance system.

What is Smart Fencing?

Need for Smart Fencing

Health: Both sides agreed to work for collaboration in the health sector.

Future Outlook 

Smart Fencing along Myanmar Border

�e Ministry of Home A�airs has said that an advanced smart fencing system of 100 km along the Indo-
Myanmar Border is in the pipeline to strengthen the existing surveillance system.

What is Smart Fencing?
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Free Movement Regime on the IMB

Why is the FMR being discussed critically?

India’s borders

1. It is obvious that managing such large 
borders in diverse terrain conditions 
pose myriad challenges.

India’s strategy to guard its borders

1. Deployment of technological solutions along the India-Pakistan, India-Bangladesh, India-China, India-
Nepal, India-Bhutan and India-Myanmar borders. 

1. Porous borders with Bangladesh and Myanmar and open borders with Nepal pose challenges in dealing 
with these nefarious activities.

1. It will take more than mere vigilance on the border to deal with this menace. 
2. Improving the intelligence network within the state to nab the drug dealers on our side of the border 

must be the main priority of our security forces.

Asian Games
Why in News

�e 19th Asian Games recently concluded in Hangzhou, China. 

Important Points
Background:

1. It is obvious that managing such large 1. It is obvious that managing such large 
borders in diverse terrain conditions 
pose myriad challenges.

India’s strategy to guard its borders

1. Deployment of technological solutions along the India-Pakistan, India-Bangladesh, India-China, India-
Nepal, India-Bhutan and India-Myanmar borders. 

1. Porous borders with Bangladesh and Myanmar and open borders with Nepal pose challenges in dealing 
with these nefarious activities.

1. It will take more than mere vigilance on the border to deal with this menace. 
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2023 Edition (Originally scheduled for 2022)

Sri Lanka and Bangladesh looking for RCEP Membership
Why in News
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh are considering joining the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
a�er India’s withdrawal from the trade agreement in 2019.

Important Points
RCEP Agreement

Why did India decide to leave RCEP?

2023 Edition (Originally scheduled for 2022)

Sri Lanka and Bangladesh looking for RCEP Membership

Sri Lanka and Bangladesh are considering joining the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
a�er India’s withdrawal from the trade agreement in 2019.
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What were the implications of India Leaving the RCEP?

What are the implications if our neighbouring countries like Sri Lanka and Bangladesh join RCEP?
Trade Possibilities:

Economic Integration:

Competitiveness

Trade Focus Shi�:

Impact on India:

What are the implications if our neighbouring countries like Sri Lanka and Bangladesh join RCEP?
Trade Possibilities:

Economic Integration:
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Kenya-led security mission 
Why in News

�e United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has approved the foreign security mission, led by Kenya, to 
restore security, protect critical infrastructure and control spiraling violence in Haiti.

Important Points

Haiti’s historical and political background

United Nations Peacekeeping

History of India’s contribution

Blue Helmets

Haiti’s historical and political background

United Nations Peacekeeping
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Passenger ferry service between India and Sri Lanka 
Why in News
An international, high-speed passenger ferry service between Nagapattinam on the eastern coast of Tamil Nadu 
and Kankesanthurai in the northern province of Sri Lanka, has resumed.

Important Points
Background `

Current Developments 

Importance 

Future Outlook 

India’s Bid for the 2036 Olympics
Why in News
Prime Minister Modi recently con�rmed India’s formal bid to host the 2036 Olympic Games, raising questions 
about the �nancial implications and bene�ts of hosting this prestigious event.

Important Points
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Selecting the Olympics Host City

Cost of Hosting the Olympics

Funding the Olympics Expenses

India’s Prospects

India’s Role in the Middle East Crisis
Why in News
As tensions continue to escalate in the Middle East, diplomatic e�orts have gained momentum. US President Joe 
Biden’s decision to visit Israel to assess Israeli plans is a signi�cant development.

Important Points

India’s Growing Stake in the Middle East

Funding the Olympics Expenses

India’s Prospects
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India’s Balanced Approach

India’s Transformational Role

Montreux Convention
Why in News
�e Turkish Ministry of National Defence recently announced that it will impose restrictions on the passage of 
warships belonging to countries not bordering the Black Sea within the framework of the Montreux Convention.

Important Points

�e principal provisions of the Convention ruling the passage of vessels of war are:

Montreux Convention
Why in News
�e Turkish Ministry of National Defence recently announced that it will impose restrictions on the passage of 
warships belonging to countries not bordering the Black Sea within the framework of the Montreux Convention.

Important Points
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Article 19 of the Convention:

Invocation of Vienna Convention by India and Canada
Why in News
Amid the ongoing stando� between India and Canada, the Canadian government announced it has recalled 41 
diplomats posted in India, and their family members.

Important Points
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations:

�e principle of diplomatic immunity:

Today, 193 countries have rati�ed the convention, meaning they agree it should be legally binding on them.

1961 Vienna Convention and recalling diplomats

Invocation of Vienna Convention by India and Canada

Amid the ongoing stando� between India and Canada, the Canadian government announced it has recalled 41 
diplomats posted in India, and their family members.

Important Points
a Convention on Diplomatic Relations:

�e principle of diplomatic immunity:
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National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS)
Why in News

Important Points

Bene�ts:

ery year for study in classes from IX to 

student. 

Eligibility criteria:

schemes given to students.

Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) Scheme
Why in News
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently extended the Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) scheme by 
another two years and will include bene�ciaries of the PM Vishwakarma scheme.

Important Points

states of India.

GOVERNMENT SCHEME
Chapter-
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ery year for study in classes from IX to ery year for study in classes from IX to 

student. 

Eligibility criteria:
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Funding:

Allocation:

payment acceptance devices.

through the program.

targeted geographies.
Governance: 

Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) and the Payments Council of India (PCI).
What is PM Vishwakarma scheme?

Aim:

mentoring.

craftsmen.

Key Facts about PM SVANidhi Scheme:

development and economic upliftment.

Allocation:

payment acceptance devices.

through the program.

targeted geographies.

Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) and the Payments Council of India (PCI).
What is PM Vishwakarma scheme?
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Andhra Pradesh’s Guaranteed Pension System
Why in News
Andhra Pradesh’s Guaranteed Pension System (GPS) blends elements from both old and new pension schemes, 
o�ering the advantages of a guaranteed pension while not overly straining the state’s �nances. �is innovative 
system holds the potential to preserve India’s hard-won pension reforms.

Important Points
What is the Andhra Pension System?

Breakthrough created

struggled for over a decade to implement 
pension reforms that led to the introduction 

sentiment favored those receiving pensions 

Political Promises: Political parties 

return to the old scheme if elected.
Andhra’s Middle Path: Andhra Pradesh’s 

regressive return to the old scheme while 

How does the Andhra System work?

last drawn salary.

Alternative to NPS

to a corpus invested for returns.

adverse market conditions.
Why not revert to the Old Pension Scheme?

Breakthrough created

struggled for over a decade to implement 
pension reforms that led to the introduction 

sentiment favored those receiving pensions 

Political Promises: Political parties 

return to the old scheme if elected.
Andhra’s Middle Path: Andhra Pradesh’s 

regressive return to the old scheme while 

How does the Andhra System work?
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SHRESTHA Scheme
Why in News
�e Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has launched the “Scheme for Residential Education for Students 
in High Schools in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA)”.

Important Points
About the Scheme: 
Aim: To provide seats to the meritorious SC students in the best private residential schools in the country. 

State Boards. 

Admission to NGO-operated schools:

Schools and hostels receiving 

satisfactory performance will 

Bene�ts:
Under this for the students taking 

school fees (tuition fees) and hostel 

Gyan Sahayak Scheme
Why in News
�e Gyan Sahayak Scheme, introduced by the Gujarat state government, has stirred controversy, facing opposition 
from various quarters of society.

Important Points
The scheme seeks to address teacher vacancies in government schools through contractual 

Understanding the Gyan Sahayak Scheme

Admission to NGO-operated schools:

Schools and hostels receiving 

satisfactory performance will 

Under this for the students taking 

school fees (tuition fees) and hostel 
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Scope of the Scheme:

Schools of Excellence:

higher secondary.

Eligibility Criteria

Test (TAT).

What are the terms of appointment, salary, age, contract period?

Management Committees have the power to make such contracts. 

Indian Army’s Project Udbhav
Why in News
Union Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh unveiled ‘Project Udbhav’ 
during the inauguration of the Indian Military Heritage Festival.

Important Points

leaders with the dynamics of comprehensive national 

Project Udbhav:

Test (TAT).

What are the terms of appointment, salary, age, contract period?

Management Committees have the power to make such contracts. 

Indian Army’s Project Udbhav

Union Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh unveiled ‘Project Udbhav’ 
during the inauguration of the Indian Military Heritage Festival.
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of intellectual texts and manuscripts.

enduring relevance in the modern era.
Inspiration Behind Project Udbhav:

The project draws inspiration from revered texts like Chanakya’s Arthashastra which emphasises the 

CBSE Merit Scholarship Scheme for Single Girl Child
Why in News
�e Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) recently extended the registration date for the CBSE Merit 
Scholarship Scheme for Single Girl Child, 2023.

Important Points

The scheme is aimed at recognising the efforts of parents in promoting education among girls and 
providing encouragement to meritorious students.

and are continuing their further school education in Classes XI and XII.

education.
Eligibility Criteria:

tuition fee charged.

Bene�ts:

to the next class.

discontinues the current course of study or changes schools.
Satisfactory conduct and regular attendance are necessary for maintaining the scholarship.

CBSE Merit Scholarship Scheme for Single Girl Child

�e Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) recently extended the registration date for the CBSE Merit 
Scholarship Scheme for Single Girl Child, 2023.

Important Points

The scheme is aimed at recognising the efforts of parents in promoting education among girls and 
providing encouragement to meritorious students.

and are continuing their further school education in Classes XI and XII.

Eligibility Criteria:
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Nobel Peace Prize 2023
Why in News

Narges Mohammadi, an Iranian activist, was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2023.

Important Points

and her relentless advocacy for human rights and freedom. 

of peace.
Background

their invo

the monarchy’s downfall.

her exposure to daily television announcements of executed prisoners.
Transition to Activism

for women’s rights in Iran and protesting against the death penalty and harsh sentences for political 
protesters.

directives.
Involvement in Human Rights Organizations

in Iran.
Arrests and Imprisonments

judiciary.

more convictions.

against the Iranian government.

and including interviews with other Iranian women who had also undergone such punishment.
Previous Awards and Recognition

world.

MISCELLANEOUS 
Chapter-

9

and her relentless advocacy for human rights and freedom. 

the monarchy’s downfall.

her exposure to daily television announcements of executed prisoners.
Transition to Activism

for women’s rights in Iran and protesting against the death penalty and harsh sentences for political 
protesters.

directives.
Involvement in Human Rights Organizations
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Legacy of Iranian Nobel Peace Prize Laureates

Both women have faced persecution and imprisonment for their work in defending the rights of 

About the Prize

Selection Process

Controversies

controversies throughout its history.

Nominations and Secrecy

Selection and Announcement

areas.

Award Ceremony and Medal

Design of the Nobel Peace Prize Medal

de la Paix.”

controversies throughout its history.

Nominations and Secrecy

Selection and Announcement
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Drone (Amendment) Rules, 2023
Why in News

Recently, the Ministry of Aviation has noti�ed the Drone (Amendment) Rules, 2023 for drone pilots.

Important Points

Aim: 
To promote and facilitate drone operations across India.

Need for the New Rules:

in rural areas.

Eligibility for Remote Pilot Certi�cate:

commercial drone use.
Drone Categories

Drone Market in India

Drone Pilot Training Institutes in India

TRAI can’t regulate OTT platforms
Why in News
�e Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) has issued an interim order clarifying that 
Over the Top (OTT) platforms, such as Hotstar, fall outside the jurisdiction of the Telecom Regulatory Authority 
of India (TRAI).

Eligibility for Remote Pilot Certi�cate:

commercial drone use.
Drone Categories

Drone Market in India
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Important Points

discriminatory under TRAI regulations.

making monthly payments.
Diverging Opinions on OTT Regulation

of Business Rules.

services and seeks to regulate them as telecom operators. 

alternative to complete Internet shutdowns.

Signi�cance of TDSAT’s Order

Recommendations and Monitoring

that market forces should govern the sector.

the regulation of these services in India.

outside the purview of telecommunications regulation.

Lakhpati Didi
Why in News
�e Lakhpati Didi Initiative is a signi�cant e�ort launched by the Indian government under the Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM).

Important Points

Key objectives and features of the Lakhpati Didi Initiative

necessary skills to generate income.

services and seeks to regulate them as telecom operators. 

alternative to complete Internet shutdowns.

Signi�cance of TDSAT’s Order

Recommendations and Monitoring

that market forces should govern the sector.

the regulation of these services in India.

outside the purview of telecommunications regulation.
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for income generation. This aspect ensures that 

initiative.

to poverty reduction and economic empowerment at the grassroots level.

Mera Yuva Bharat
Why in News
Centre to create autonomous body Mera Yuva Bharat to ‘harness immense youth energy for nation-building’.

Important Points

elections.

Key Features:

Policy.

Facilitates access to resources and 

Aims to harness the immense energy of 

�e establishment of MY Bharat will result in:
Leadership development in youth.
Enhancing leadership skills through experiential learning.
A focus on making youth social innovators and community leaders.

Better alignment of youth aspirations with community needs.

to poverty reduction and economic empowerment at the grassroots level.

Mera Yuva Bharat

Centre to create autonomous body Mera Yuva Bharat to ‘harness immense youth energy for nation-building’.

Important Points

elections.

Facilitates access to resources and 
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 Need:

platform.

to engage with today’s youth.

to enhance their skills and engage them in community activities.

empower youth as catalysts for community transformation.

India.

Global Internet Freedom in 2023
Why in News
According to a report by Freedom House (a Washington DC-based non-pro�t) on the state of Global Internet 
Freedom in 2023, there is a concerning trend of declining Internet freedom for the 13th consecutive year, with 29 
countries experiencing a deterioration in the environment for human rights online.

Important Points

disinformation.

world’s Internet users.

government protests. 

with Myanmar the world’s second most repressive for online freedom.
Highlights of the Report:

expression.

to engage with today’s youth.

to enhance their skills and engage them in community activities.

empower youth as catalysts for community transformation.

Global Internet Freedom in 2023
Why in News
According to a report by Freedom House (a Washington DC-based non-pro�t) on the state of Global Internet 
Freedom in 2023, there is a concerning trend of declining Internet freedom for the 13th consecutive year, with 29 
countries experiencing a deterioration in the environment for human rights online.

Important Points

disinformation.
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Myanmar as the second most repressive country for online freedom.

and criticism of the ruling party.

Country-Speci�c Observations:

China retained its status as the worst country for Internet freedom for the ninth consecutive year.
Myanmar ranked as the second most repressive country for online freedom.

and criticism of the ruling party.

Censorship in India:

works.
Mechanisms of Censorship in India:
Code of Criminal Procedure (Cr.P.C):

Section 95 of the Cr.P.C permits the forfeiture of 

Central Bureau of Film Certi�cation (CBFC):

Press Council of India:

regulatory authority for the press.

�e Cable Television Networks Act, 1995:

Social Media Platforms and the New IT Rules, 2021:
Censorship concerns grew with the rapid expansion of social media in India.

provisions for regulating social media use.
IT (Intermediary Guidelines & Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021:

of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting.

China retained its status as the worst country for Internet freedom for the ninth consecutive year.
Myanmar ranked as the second most repressive country for online freedom.

and criticism of the ruling party.

Censorship in India:

works.
Mechanisms of Censorship in India:
Code of Criminal Procedure (Cr.P.C):

Section 95 of the Cr.P.C permits the forfeiture of Section 95 of the Cr.P.C permits the forfeiture of 

Central Bureau of Film Certi�cation (CBFC):
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Emergency Procurements
Why in News
�e Army has completed the fourth trance of Emergency Procurements (EP) with over 70 schemes concluded 
worth nearly Rs11,000 crore.

Important Points

with China in Eastern Ladakh. 

any further clearance to cut short the procurement cycle.
Emergency Procurement Mechanism

defense forces.

E�ciency of EP Mechanism

and training.
Major upgrades facilitated through the EP mechanism encompassed remote control weapon 

Signi�cance of EP mechanism

Board Exams Twice a Year
Why in News
�e Union Education Minister has said that appearing for Class 10 and 12 board examinations twice a year will 
not be mandatory and the concept is being introduced as an option to reduce student’s stress.

Important Points

E�ciency of EP Mechanism

and training.
Major upgrades facilitated through the EP mechanism encompassed remote control weapon 

Signi�cance of EP mechanism
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focused on rote learning.
The Ministry of Education in August 

students have enough time and opportunity 
to perform well. They will also get the option 

Reasons

exams.

students are learning the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in life.

PLFS Annual Report 2022-2023
Why in News
�e sixth Annual Report is being brought out by the National Sample Survey O�ce (NSSO) on the basis of the 
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS).

Important Points

Key Findings of PLFS, Annual Report 2022- 2023 
in usual status (ps+ss)

corresponding increase in LFPR for females 

students are learning the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in life.

PLFS Annual Report 2022-2023

�e sixth Annual Report is being brought out by the National Sample Survey O�ce (NSSO) on the basis of the 
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS).

Important Points

Key Findings of PLFS, Annual Report 2022- 2023 
in usual status (ps+ss)
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Key Findings of PLFS, Annual Report 2022- 2023 in Current Weekly Status (CWS)

Why in News
PM Modi will inaugurate the �rst leg of the Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS), India’s �rst mass rapid system 
dedicated to regional connectivity.

Important Points

an hour.

Origin
The idea of such a network lies in a study which the Indian Railways was commissioned to carry out 

through fast commuter trains.

PM Modi will inaugurate the �rst leg of the Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS), India’s �rst mass rapid system 
dedicated to regional connectivity.

The idea of such a network lies in a study which the Indian Railways was commissioned to carry out 

through fast commuter trains.
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Objective

existing metro and railway networks.
The project aims to give a push to employment generation and the opening up of newer commercial 

Shorter travel times are expected to increase the overall economic productivity of the region.
Features

How is the RRTS di�erent from existing metro or railways systems?

Namo Bharat trains

Construction

Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

Chanakya Defence Dialogue
Why in News
�e Indian Army is planning to launch the Chanakya Defence Dialogue, a forum for discussing important securi-
ty matters.

Important Points
The Indian Army is all set to start a journey of strategic wisdom with the introduction of the“Chanakya 

exchange of insights and discussions on critical 

strategic awareness.

than the distinguished Chief of Indian Army Staff. 

provoking series is planned to take place in the 

How is the RRTS di�erent from existing metro or railways systems?

Namo Bharat trains

Construction

Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

Chanakya Defence Dialogue

�e Indian Army is planning to launch the Chanakya Defence Dialogue, a forum for discussing important securi

The Indian Army is all set to start a journey of strategic wisdom with the introduction of the“Chanakya 
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Chanakya Defence Dialogue

the international defense and strategic fraternity. 

these distinguished intellects. 

defense.
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1. Rail Infrastructure
�e �rst train in India travelled 34 km from Mumbai to �ane in 1853. Since then, in over more than 167 
years, Indian Railways (IR) has grown enormously.
Railway planning has the main objective of developing transport infrastructure to carry the projected 
quantum of tra�c and meet the Indian economy’s developmental needs.
Nine �ve year plans (FYPs) have been implemented since 1950-51 by Indian Railways apart from some 
annual plans.

�ere are 12 Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) under the administrative control of the Union Ministry of 
Railways.

RITES Limited
IRCON International Limited
Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation (IRFC) Limited
Container Corporation of India 
Limited (CONCOR)
Konkan Railway Corporation 
Limited (KRCL)
Mumbai Railway Vikas 
Corporation Limited (MRVC)
Indian Railway Catering and 
Tourism Corporation Limited 
(IRCTC)
Railtel Corporation of India 
Limited (RCIL)
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited 
(RVNL)
Dedicated Freight Corridor 
Corporation of India Limited 
(DFCCIL)
Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation 
Limited (KMRCL)
Braithwaite and Company 
Limited (BCL)
Railway Zones of India
�e research and development 
(R&D) wing of Indian Railways 
is the Research Design and 
Standards Organization (RDSO) 
at Lucknow.
It acts as a consultant in technical matters to Indian Railways, and other organisations connected with 
railway manufacturing and design.
Railway Finance: Owing to the Separation Convention of 1924, a separate railway budget was presented 
from 1924-25, even though it was part of the overall budget of the Government of India.

Yojana November 2023 
Chapter-
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Nine �ve year plans (FYPs) have been implemented since 1950-51 by Indian Railways apart from some 

�ere are 12 Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) under the administrative control of the Union Ministry of 

IRCON International Limited
Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation (IRFC) Limited
Container Corporation of India 
Limited (CONCOR)
Konkan Railway Corporation 
Limited (KRCL)
Mumbai Railway Vikas 
Corporation Limited (MRVC)
Indian Railway Catering and 
Tourism Corporation Limited 
(IRCTC)
Railtel Corporation of India 
Limited (RCIL)
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited 

Dedicated Freight Corridor Dedicated Freight Corridor 
Corporation of India Limited 

Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation 
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�e Railway Budget has been merged with the general Budget from Budget Year 2017-18:
To present the holistic �nancial position of the government
To facilitate multimodal transport planning between highways, railways, and waterways
Instead of 16 demands for grants, the Union Ministry of Finance has introduced one demand for grants for 
the Ministry of Railways.
Railway Electri�cation: Increasing railway electri�cation under the Ministry of Railways’ Mission 100% 
Electri�cation policy will not only help reduce the country’s crude oil imports but also has environmental 
bene�ts.
It increases average speeds, and loadings for both freight and passengers, thereby, providing the opportunity 
for modernisation.
Rail Tourism: Indian Railways (IR) has introduced the Bharat Gaurav Trains Policy to showcase cultural 
heritage and historical places of India to both domestic and foreign audiences with the help of tourism 
sector professionals and other service providers.
Specialised tourism products are also introduced from time to time in association with IRCTC and states.

2. Road Infrastructure 
�e road infrastructure of India is classi�ed into six categories. �e road length in kilometres (km) of each 
of these categories and its compound annual growth rate (CAGR) in percentage over 1991, available most 
recently as of 31st March 2019, as per the 2022-23 annual report of the Union Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways (MoRTH) is shown in the table below.

�e Railway Budget has been merged with the general Budget from Budget Year 2017-18:
To present the holistic �nancial position of the government
To facilitate multimodal transport planning between highways, railways, and waterways
Instead of 16 demands for grants, the Union Ministry of Finance has introduced one demand for grants for 
the Ministry of Railways.
Railway Electri�cation: Increasing railway electri�cation under the Ministry of Railways’ Mission 100% 
Electri�cation policy will not only help reduce the country’s crude oil imports but also has environmental 

It increases average speeds, and loadings for both freight and passengers, thereby, providing the opportunity 
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Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY): Initiated in 2001, it aims to provide all-weather road 
connectivity in rural areas.
Rural roads constitute 70% of the total road length in India.
PMGSY

Both the quantity and quality of roads are important drivers of economic development and social inclusion. 
In recent decades, the focus has been more on quality with various enabling factors as discussed below.
Delinking road development and direct employment generation post-India’s economic liberalisation.
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) became operational in 1995.

Public Private Partnerships (PPP)
State Level Road Development Corporations: �e �rst such corporation, the Maharashtra State Road 
Development Corporation Limited (MSRDCL) was established in 1996. It has developed the Mumbai-Pune 
Expressway (opened in 2002).
Many other states have also followed suit since. Uttar Pradesh is a leader in developing expressway-standard 
roads.
National Highways Development Project (NHDP): It was started in 1998 by NHAI.
Phase I: Four laned Golden Quadrilateral (GQ) connecting four metro cities.
Phase II: Four laned connecting the north-south and east-west corridors, connecting India’s extreme points.
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) provision rejuvenated interest among bidders towards projects.

Model Concession Agreement (MCA): In the road sector, the �rst MCA was in 2000.
New Contracting Models and Asset Monetisation: Along with classical models such as Engineering, 
Procurement, and Construction (EPC) and PPP through Build, Operate, and Transfer (BOT), other models 
such as the Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM), and Toll, Operate, and Transfer (TOT) have emerged.
�e Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InVITs) have been operationalised to monetise built road assets.
Other organisations: Apart from the NHAI other organisations with speci�c mandates were set up.
Road Making Technologies: �ere has been improvement in technology over the years through the easier 
import of road-making equipment under an open general licence, technology transfers for domestic 
manufacturing, consortium of Indian bidders with foreign players for improved learning, and more.

Challenges in road infrastructure development:
�ere is a need for better road safety.
Issues with urban roads such as lack of attention due to shi� towards rural roads, low speeds leading to loss 
of time and money, poor last-mile connectivity, poor urban goods movement, parking issues, coordination 
issues with urban public transport.
Need to focus on lane kilometres rather than road kilometres which will help to focus on access as well as 
capacity. Number of lanes needs to be speci�ed in maps for better road choices by users.
Proper collection of Origin to Destination (OD) data.
Improvement in coordination with PPP players.

3. Space Infrastructure
Indian space activities began in 1962 with the establishment of the Indian National Committee for Space 
Research (INCOSPAR). In 1969, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) was formed, superseding 
INCOSPAR. Subsequently, in 1972, the Department of Space (DOS) was created to oversee the development 
and application of space technology to meet various national needs.

Both the quantity and quality of roads are important drivers of economic development and social inclusion. 
In recent decades, the focus has been more on quality with various enabling factors as discussed below.
Delinking road development and direct employment generation post-India’s economic liberalisation.
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) became operational in 1995.

Public Private Partnerships (PPP)
State Level Road Development Corporations: �e �rst such corporation, the Maharashtra State Road 
Development Corporation Limited (MSRDCL) was established in 1996. It has developed the Mumbai-Pune 
Expressway (opened in 2002).
Many other states have also followed suit since. Uttar Pradesh is a leader in developing expressway-standard 
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Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
Headquarters: Bengaluru
ISRO’s primary objective is the development and application of space technology to meet various 
national needs. ISRO has established several space systems for communication, television broadcasting, 
meteorological services, resource monitoring, and more.
PSLV and GSLV are two trusted launch vehicles developed by ISRO.

Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre:
Location: �iruvananthapuram
Responsible for the design and development of launch vehicle technology. 
Major programs include the development of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV), Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3), Rohini sounding rocket, Small Satellite 
Launch Vehicle, and critical technologies for human space�ight missions.

U R Rao Satellite Centre (URSC)
Location: Bengaluru
Involved in the design, development, and realisation of communication, navigation, remote sensing, and 
scienti�c satellite missions.
�e ISRO Satellite Integration and Test Establishment is equipped for assembling and testing spacecra� for 
�ightworthiness.

Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) – SHAR
Location: Andhra Pradesh
Provides launch base infrastructure for Indian space programs.

Liquid Propulsion System Centre (LPSC)
Locations: Campus-1: LPSC, Valiyamala, �iruvananthapuram, and Campus-2 LPSC Bengaluru
Engaged in the design, development, and realisation of high-performance advanced propulsion systems for 
launch vehicles and spacecra�.

Space Application Centre (SAC):
Location: Ahmedabad
Focuses on the development of space-borne and air-borne instruments and payloads for national 
development. It designs and develops optical and microwave sensors for satellites, signal and image 
processing so�ware, and GIS so�ware for Earth observation programs.

Human Space Flight Centre (HSFC)
Location: Bengaluru
Established in 2019, it coordinates all developments related to human space�ight programs.

National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC)
Location: Hyderabad
It has a mandate for the establishment of ground stations for receiving satellite data, generation of data 
products, dissemination to the users, development of techniques for remote sensing applications including 
disaster management support, geospatial services for good governance and capacity building.

ISRO Propulsion Complex
Location: Mahendragiri
Responsible for the assembly, integration, and testing of liquid propulsion systems for launch vehicles. It 
provides a platform for simulation trials for interplanetary missions.

ISRO Telemetry Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC)
Location: Bengaluru
Provides telemetry tracking and command and mission control services to major launch vehicles, 
interplanetary spacecra� missions of ISRO and the ground segment of the NaVIC satellite system.

Master Control Facility (NCF)
Location: Hassan, Karnataka and Bhopal
Responsible for On-Orbit Operations (OOP) and Launch and Early Orbit Phase (LEOP) operations of 
geostationary/geosynchronous and IRNSS class spacecra� of ISRO. It monitors and controls all the 
geostationary satellites of ISRO.

ISRO Inertial Systems Unit (IISU)
Location: �iruvananthapuram

Involved in the design, development, and realisation of communication, navigation, remote sensing, and 
scienti�c satellite missions.
�e ISRO Satellite Integration and Test Establishment is equipped for assembling and testing spacecra� for 
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Engaged in the design and development of inertial systems for launch vehicles and satellites.
Laboratory for Electro-Optics Systems (LEOS)

Location: Bengaluru
Involved in the design, development, and production of attitude sensors, high-resolution image optics, and 
special-purpose science instruments.

Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS)
Location: Dehradun
Focuses on building capacity in remote sensing and geoinformatics through education and training 
programs at the postgraduate level.

Development and Educational Communication Unit (DEUC)
Location: Ahmedabad
Implementation of satellite communication-based societal applications in the country. It works with user 
agencies and facilitates the spread of space applications to reach the unreached.

Physical Research Laboratory (PRL)
Location: Ahmedabad
A premier research institute engaged in basic research in the areas of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Solar 
Physics, Planetary Science, and Exploration.
PRL has an infrared observatory at Mt. Abu, a solar observatory in Udaipur and a planetary exploration 
(PLANEX) programme at Ahmedabad.

National Atmospheric Research Laboratory (NARL)
Location: Gandaki, Tirupati
Engaged in atmospheric and space science with the vision of developing the capability to predict the 
behaviour of Earth’s atmosphere. 

North Eastern Space Application Centre (NE-SAC)
Location: Shillong, Meghalaya
An autonomous organisation under the Department of Science, with the aim of supporting the development 
process in the North Eastern region through advanced space technology.

Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST)
First established in �iruvananthapuram in 2007.
O�ers high-quality education in space science and technology to meet the demands of the Indian Space 
Program.

Antrix Corporation Limited (ACL)
Corporate O�ce: Bengaluru
Engaged in providing space sector products and services to customers globally.

New Space India Limited (NSIL)
Headquarters: Bengaluru
A wholly-owned government of India undertaking to provide space-related products and services from the 
Indian Space Program to global customers and promote the growth of the Indian space sector.

Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe)
Headquarters: Ahmedabad
An autonomous agency under the Department of Space (DOS), responsible for promoting, enabling, 
authorising, and supervising various space activities of non-governmental entities, including the building 
of launch vehicles and satellites and providing space-based services.

4. Unity Mall
Unity Mall, an initiative of the Government of India, is poised to play a pivotal role in fostering economic 
development, providing recreational spaces, enhancing tourism, and celebrating the rich cultural heritage 
of India. 
It will serve as a comprehensive marketplace within the states for the promotion and sale of One District 
One Products, GI Products, Handicra� Products, and other local items. 
Unity Malls will be established in each state, preferably in the respective state capital or any other location 
chosen by the state.
�e purpose of Unity Mall is to foster national unity and make progress in the Make in India and Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat initiatives by o�ering local artisans opportunities to sell their products, create employment 
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opportunities, facilitate skill development, and contribute to overall economic growth. 
Each Unity Mall will have one shop allocated for each state to showcase their GI-tagged products and One 
District One Product o�erings.

Scheme for special assistance to states for capital expenditure:
Unity Malls are funded under the scheme for special assistance to states for capital expenditure. 
�e scheme aims to stimulate capital expenditure and harness the signi�cant multiplier e�ect of such 
expenditure to foster higher economic growth.
Under the scheme, States are given interest-free loans for 50 years, which do not count towards the annual 
borrowing limit of the state. 
Rs 5,000 crore under the scheme has been earmarked for the construction of Unity Malls. 
�e state government needs to provide land for free and also allocate additional funds for the project.

Design and Amenities of Unity Mall
Standardised design: According to the guidelines of the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, 
the design and amenities of Unity Mall should symbolise the unity and grandeur of the country.
To ensure uniformity, all Unity Malls across India are required to adhere to a standardised design prescribed 
by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). 
Multilingual languages and logos 
of One District One Product and 
Make in India must be integrated 
into the mall design.

Proposed Unity Malls
Layout and commercial spaces: 
Each Unity Mall should 
incorporate a minimum of 36 
commercial spaces with uniform 
�oor space and common rent 
allocated to each state and Union 
Territories.

Design and Amenities of Unity Mall
Standardised design: According to the guidelines of the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, 
the design and amenities of Unity Mall should symbolise the unity and grandeur of the country.
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Amenities: Each Unity Mall should include a state-of-the-art food court, parking facilities, and spaces for 
recreational and cultural activities. Additionally, the mall should o�er technology-driven experiences such 
as virtual reality, augmented reality digital displays, and interactive kiosks.
Public-Private Partnership: �e operations and maintenance of Unity Mall will be structured under a 
public-private partnership. �e ownership of the mall remains with the state government while operational 
and maintenance responsibility will be entrusted to a private party.
Proposal and Approval Process: State governments must submit proposals for Unity Mall to DPIIT, which 
further recommends them to the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance for approval. 
�e Ministry of Finance has approved the construction of Unity Malls in eight states, Assam, Gujarat, 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Maharashtra, and Tripura. 

Key features of approved Unity Malls
Assam: Planned in Guwahati, it incorporates a library, art gallery, museum dedicated to ethnic products, 
diverse food courts and yoga and meditation hall.
Chhattisgarh: Planned in Raipur, the mall has been designed in an oval shape resembling a rice seed 
symbolising the state’s agricultural abundance.
Nagaland: Planned in Chumukedima, the mall features theme restaurants, conference rooms, commercial 
space, and gaming zones.
Madhya Pradesh: Planned in Ujjain, the mall features an iconic Mahakal-Lok elevation design. �e mall’s 
architecture encompasses various distinct zones like Millet Lok reserved for food courts and restaurants, 
Ekam Lok designed for cultural activities, and Utsav Lok designed for open workshops and performances.
Meghalaya: Planned in New Shillong, the mall serves as a cultural hub showcasing the cultural diversity of 
Meghalaya.
Gujarat: Planned in Jevadia, the mall’s design is centred around the Ashoka Chakra shape. �e mall will 
have the design of Haveli architecture inside, which was prominent in the historic cities of Gujarat.
Tripura: Planned in Agartala, the mall’s roof will be adorned with the colours of the National �ag.
Maharashtra: Established in Navi Mumbai, the mall will include a variety of amenities like children’s play 
areas, multipurpose halls, mini theatres, etc.
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1.  Integrated Solar Village Scheme for Inclusive Development
India has targeted to achieve the goal of net zero by 2070. It aims to achieve it by taking a citizen-centric 
approach while also achieving the sustainable development goals (SDGs).
Rural India o�ers tremendous opportunities with regard to the production and use of renewable energy, 
both through roo�op solar panels and distributed renewable energy applications.
Solar villages: �e concept of solar villages needs to be de�ned in a manner which incorporates compre-
hensive economic development of rural areas by bringing in the elements of livelihoods and strengthening 
social service infrastructure.

It is also viable for DISCOMs because it can reduce the subsidy burden as it reduces the cost of servic-
ing rural HHs.
It is also viable for DISCOMs because it can reduce the subsidy burden as it reduces the cost of servic-
ing rural HHs.
�e concept has been attempted by some states in areas such as Modhera in Gujarat, Dharnai in Bihar, 
and Barapitha in Odisha.

Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE): In rural areas, DRE enables access to an improved quality power sup-
ply, and involves communities in the energy transition by transforming them into ‘prosumers’ (‘pro’ducer 
and ‘con’sumer both) of renewable energy such as biomass and solar.
In rural areas, DRE can help improve education and healthcare facilities, internet access, livelihood oppor-
tunities, and grid resilience against extreme climate events.
Installation of DRE can create livelihood opportunities also as it is a labour-intensive exercise compared to 
utility-scale solar projects.

Roo�op solar and decentralised livelihood applications have been actively promoted by both the Centre and 
the states.
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Under phase II of the Grid Connected Solar Roo�op Programme (launched in 2019), capital subsidies have 
been provided by the Union Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) for roo�op solar installations.
�e process for applying and securing subsidies for roo�op solar has been simpli�ed by MNRE through the 
SPIN portal.
Framework to promote the integration of DRE livelihood applications.
Initiatives by states such as Jharkhand and Uttarakhand in promotion of renewable or solar energy.
Quantity as well as quality: As per the ‘Energy Plus’ framework of the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), access to electricity is a necessary but not su�cient condition for rural livelihood devel-
opment.
In this regard, India has achieved near 100% electri�cation of HHs, it needs to ensure the availability of 
reliable power.

Rural vs urban: Rural India (with an average of 20 h supply per day) has more power outages than urban 
India. Power quality issues due to voltage �uctuations are also more common in rural areas.
�e quality and quantity of electricity supply to healthcare and educational institutions impact their service 
delivery.
An Integrated Solar Village Development Scheme should
Improve reliability and quality of power supply
Boost rural income
Strengthen social services such as health and education
Generate employment by integrating solar into rural economy

2. Crop Residue Management: Challenges and Opportunities
Crop residues refer to the non-economic parts of plants that remain in the �eld a�er harvest, including 
straws, stalks, stover, husk, bran, bagasse, and molasses.
�ese crop residues have numerous practical applications, such as serving as bedding material for livestock, 
providing animal feed, aiding in soil mulching, and facilitating biogas generation. Additionally, they can be 
used to produce various value-added products, including papers and boards.

Challenges associated with crop residue burning
Greenhouse Gas Emissions: �e burning of crop residues is a major contributor to greenhouse gas 
emissions, releasing carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, methane, sulphur oxides, and nitrogen oxides. 
�ese emissions have adverse environmental consequences.
Air Pollution: �e emission of Particulate Matter from crop residue burning is approximately 17 times 
higher than emissions from other sources, such as motor vehicles, waste incineration, and industrial 
waste. �ese emissions pose severe health risks to both humans and animals. 
Soil Fertility: Crop residue burning results in the deterioration of organic matter and essential soil nu-
trients like nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. �e high temperatures generated during burning also 

Rural vs urban: Rural India (with an average of 20 h supply per day) has more power outages than urban 
India. Power quality issues due to voltage �uctuations are also more common in rural areas.
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lead to the loss of bene�cial soil microorganisms. �is, in turn, reduces farm productivity and hinders 
agricultural sustainability.

Why are crop residues burned?
Farmers often resort to stubble burning mainly due to three factors.
Shortage of farm labour.
Farmers have a very short span, usually 10-20 days, to prepare their �elds for the subsequent wheat crop 
following the harvest of rice.
Large-scale use of combine harvester which leaves behind substantial amounts of crop residue, typically 
20-30 cm of stubble on the ground.

Regulations and solutions for crop residue management
National Green Tribunal order: In 2015, the National Green Tribunal issued an order that prohibited agri-
cultural residue burning in the National Capital Territory of Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Haryana,
Promotion of Agricultural Mechanisation for In-Situ Crop Residue Management Scheme: �is central 
scheme provides �nancial assistance of up to 50% to farmers, and in the case of cooperative societies, farmer 
producer organisations, and Panchayats, up to 80%, for the purchase of crop residue management machin-
ery such as Super Straw Management System, Happy Seeds, and Crop Reapers.
Custom Hiring Centres (CHC): �ese are centres which supply farm implements to small and marginal 
farmers at nominal rates on hire.
Updated guidelines for o�-site paddy straw management: �e central government has recently revised 
guidelines to facilitate e�cient ex-situ management of paddy straw in Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and 
Delhi.
Under these new guidelines, techno-commercial pilot projects for the Paddy Straw Supply Chain will be 
established through bilateral agreements between bene�ciaries (farmers, rural entrepreneurs, cooperative 
societies, Farmer Producer Organizations, and Panchayats) and industries that utilise paddy straw.
�e centre and state government will provide 65% �nancial support for the project cost, while the industry 
will contribute 25% and serve as the primary consumer of the collected feedstock.
Pusa Decomposer: �e Indian Council of Agricultural Research has developed the “Pusa Decomposer” 
technology, which is designed to biologically decompose paddy stubble in agricultural �elds.

Alternative applications of paddy straw:
Mushroom Cultivation Substrate: Paddy straw serves as an excellent substrate for mushroom cultivation. It 
can yield between 50 to 100 kilograms of mushrooms for every tonne of dry rice straw used.
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Biochar Production: Paddy straw can be utilised to create biochar, a carbon-rich material employed as a soil 
amendment. It helps to improve soil fertility, increase carbon storage, and enhance water �ltration capabil-
ities.
Crop diversi�cation: Shi�ing to millet cultivation can signi�cantly reduce the generation of crop residues 
and thereby promote sustainable farming practices and minimise environmental impacts.
Education and awareness campaign: In addition to the technical and �nancial support, intensive education-
al and awareness campaigns are needed to improve scienti�c management of crop residue in India.

3. Harnessing the Power of Digital Technology for Greener Villages
India is utilising digital technologies to empower rural communities and promote green villages. In the wake of 
this, government departments, agencies, and nonpro�ts are disseminating sustainable practices, paving the way 
for a greener future.

Environmental Challenges Faced by Rural India:
Inadequate waste disposal systems contribute to water and air pollution, despite various governmental ef-
forts to improve sanitation. 
Increased food demand fueling deforestation as more land is required for farming, depleting forest cover. 
Growing populations lead to over-cultivation. 
Air pollution with crop residue burning and agricultural activities as major contributors. 
Water pollution arising from poor sanitation and limitations in sewerage planning. Soil degradation due to 
the excessive use of chemical fertilisers. 

Role of Digital Technology:
Technology can be a key component in helping to address these concerns in the face of increasingly pressing 
challenges since it provides opportunities to improve environmental law enforcement and implementation 
as well as raise public knowledge of related issues. 

Digital platforms can be used for insights on sustainable farming methods and timely weather forecasts. 
Technology can be used to remotely monitor air and water quality, track deforestation, and pinpoint 
ecological red �ags.
Social media and communication technology can be used to disseminate and deliver the message and 
know-how to make our villages green.
Swachh Bharat Mission makes use of digital tools like geotagging and mobile apps to track progress 
and engage communities in sanitation e�orts. 
Digital India initiative has connected lakhs of villages 
with broadband internet, bridging the digital divide and 
providing rural communities with access to information 
and opportunities. 

�e Government’s Approach and Initiatives:
�e government uses social media platforms like Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram to promote environmental policies 
and initiatives. 
�e government uses digital technologies to engage citizens 
in environmental protection e�orts, fostering an informed, 
sustainable society.

Considering the fabric of the rural society, there exists certain 
challenges in the usage of digital technologies:
Lack of Awareness: �ere is still a lack of awareness about environmental issues among many people in 
India making it di�cult to engage people in environmental protection and awareness e�orts. 
�e Digital Divide: Lack of access to digital devices, limitations to connectivity, and power supply, and a lack 
of digital literacy pose challenges to the success of digital initiatives. 
Lack of Resources: Limitations to the resources (human resources, and others) that can be deployed to im-
plement all of the government’s environmental protection and awareness initiatives.
Lack of Coordination: �ere can be a lack of coordination between di�erent stakeholders involved in the 
processes, including the Central and State government agencies, non-pro�ts, rural bodies, communities, 
and the private sector.

Inadequate waste disposal systems contribute to water and air pollution, despite various governmental ef

Increased food demand fueling deforestation as more land is required for farming, depleting forest cover. 
Growing populations lead to over-cultivation. 
Air pollution with crop residue burning and agricultural activities as major contributors. 
Water pollution arising from poor sanitation and limitations in sewerage planning. Soil degradation due to 
the excessive use of chemical fertilisers. 

Role of Digital Technology:
Technology can be a key component in helping to address these concerns in the face of increasingly pressing 
challenges since it provides opportunities to improve environmental law enforcement and implementation 
as well as raise public knowledge of related issues. 

Digital platforms can be used for insights on sustainable farming methods and timely weather forecasts. 
Technology can be used to remotely monitor air and water quality, track deforestation, and pinpoint 
ecological red �ags.
Social media and communication technology can be used to disseminate and deliver the message and 
know-how to make our villages green.
Swachh Bharat Mission makes use of digital tools like geotagging and mobile apps to track progress 
and engage communities in sanitation e�orts. 
Digital India initiative has connected lakhs of villages 
with broadband internet, bridging the digital divide and 
providing rural communities with access to information 
and opportunities. 

�e Government’s Approach and Initiatives:
�e government uses social media platforms like Facebook, �e government uses social media platforms like Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram to promote environmental policies Twitter, and Instagram to promote environmental policies 

�e government uses digital technologies to engage citizens 
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4. Strengthening Rural Economy with Clean and Green Initiatives
India’s natural environment is a precious inheritance, and long-term clean and green initiatives are needed 
to protect it for future generations. �e World Bank’s 2019 ‘Beyond the Gap’  report highlights the need for 
green development initiatives, as over a quarter of the planet’s population relies on forests and nature for 
basic needs.

Need for Green and Clean Technologies
Clean and green initiatives are needed to improve the overall human development index and ensure sus-
tainable development. 
Poor sanitation, hygiene, and clean drinking water are crucial for human development, but nearly half of the 
global population, up to 3.6 billion people, lacks safe sanitation (WHO/UNICEF 2021).
WHO estimates that safe drinking water management could prevent 400,000 diarrheal deaths and 14 mil-
lion Disability Adjusted Life Years (DALYs), resulting in cost savings of up to $100 billion.
For instance, the WHO has highlighted the substantial bene�ts of the Har Ghar Jal programme in India. 
�ere has been an increase in rural tap water connections from 16.64% in 2019 to 62.84% in 2023, which 
resulted in averting 13.8 million DALYs.

Potential of Renewable Energy Generation – Vision and Mission 
�e National Institute of Solar Energy has assessed the country’s solar potential at about 748 GW. 
�e National Solar Mission is one of the key missions in India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change, 
which was launched in 2010. 
�e mission’s objective is to establish India as a global leader in solar energy, and India’s cumulative installed 
renewable capacity reached 179.322 GW as of July 2023. Among renewable sources, while solar energy 
maintained its dominance contributing 67.07 GW, wind energy contributed 42.8 GW. 
India aims for 500 GW of installed renewable energy capacity and �ve million tonnes of green hydrogen by 
2030. 

Government Policies and Initiatives
�e Government of India is implementing the National Action Plan on Climate Change, which includes 
eight missions focusing on various sectors such as solar power, energy e�ciency, sustainable habitats, and 
more. 
India is poised to achieve its energy independence target through clean technology by 2047, with a major 
emphasis on the ‘Make in India’ initiative. 
�e Government has also taken a policy decision by permitting foreign direct investment (FDI) up to 100 
percent under the automatic route in the renewable energy sector.
PM PRANAM (Prime Minister Programme for Restoration, Awareness, Nourishment and Amelioration of 
Mother Earth) programme aims to promote the use of bio-fertilisers and simultaneously reduce the use of 
chemical fertilisers.  

Emerging Opportunities with Green Devel Initiatives 
India’s rural economy presents a signi�cant market opportunity for mechanisation through clean energy 
innovations in the farm sector, with potential uses of pesticide spraying, rice transplanting, and grain crop 
harvesting.
�e government has incentivised 20 rural livelihood appliances to run on decentralised renewable energy, 
aiming to reduce production costs and overall gains.

Challenges and Way Forward for the Shi� to Green Technologies
Technology change and adoption require signi�cant �nancial resources; until 2030, at least $4 trillion must 
be invested annually worldwide in renewable energy, including infrastructure and technology purchases 
that will enable us to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.
For transition along a low-carbon path, support from industrialised nations and international organisations 
like the World Bank is crucial.

For instance, the WHO has highlighted the substantial bene�ts of the Har Ghar Jal programme in India. 
�ere has been an increase in rural tap water connections from 16.64% in 2019 to 62.84% in 2023, which 
resulted in averting 13.8 million DALYs.

Potential of Renewable Energy Generation – Vision and Mission 
�e National Institute of Solar Energy has assessed the country’s solar potential at about 748 GW. 
�e National Solar Mission is one of the key missions in India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change, 
which was launched in 2010. 
�e mission’s objective is to establish India as a global leader in solar energy, and India’s cumulative installed 
renewable capacity reached 179.322 GW as of July 2023. Among renewable sources, while solar energy 
maintained its dominance contributing 67.07 GW, wind energy contributed 42.8 GW. 
India aims for 500 GW of installed renewable energy capacity and �ve million tonnes of green hydrogen by 

Government Policies and Initiatives
�e Government of India is implementing the National Action Plan on Climate Change, which includes 
eight missions focusing on various sectors such as solar power, energy e�ciency, sustainable habitats, and 

India is poised to achieve its energy independence target through clean technology by 2047, with a major 
emphasis on the ‘Make in India’ initiative. 
�e Government has also taken a policy decision by permitting foreign direct investment (FDI) up to 100 
percent under the automatic route in the renewable energy sector.
PM PRANAM (Prime Minister Programme for Restoration, Awareness, Nourishment and Amelioration of 
Mother Earth) programme aims to promote the use of bio-fertilisers and simultaneously reduce the use of 
chemical fertilisers.  

Emerging Opportunities with Green Devel Initiatives 
India’s rural economy presents a signi�cant market opportunity for mechanisation through clean energy 
innovations in the farm sector, with potential uses of pesticide spraying, rice transplanting, and grain crop 

�e government has incentivised 20 rural livelihood appliances to run on decentralised renewable energy, 
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