
100 Vocabulary Words from SSC 
Previously Asked Questions with 
Meanings 
Below is a curated list of 100 vocabulary words commonly asked in SSC exams (CGL, CHSL, 
MTS, etc.), compiled from past papers and reliable sources. Each word includes its meaning, a 
synonym, and an example sentence to help you understand its usage for English for SSC. This 
list is designed to boost your preparation with words that frequently appear in synonyms, 
antonyms, idioms, and one-word substitutions, ensuring you’re ready to tackle the English 
section. 

1.​ Abate - To reduce or lessen in intensity.​
Synonym: Decrease​
Example: The storm began to abate, allowing SSC aspirants to travel safely.​
 

2.​ Abhor - To hate or detest strongly.​
Synonym: Loathe​
Example: She abhors cheating during SSC exams.​
 

3.​ Abode - A place of residence; home.​
Synonym: Dwelling​
Example: His humble abode was perfect for focused SSC study.​
 

4.​ Abridge - To shorten or condense.​
Synonym: Summarize​
Example: The SSC guide abridged complex topics for quick revision.​
 

5.​ Abysmal - Extremely bad or deep.​
Synonym: Terrible​
Example: His first SSC attempt was abysmal, but he improved.​
 

6.​ Acrimonious - Bitter or sharp in tone.​
Synonym: Harsh​
Example: The debate turned acrimonious, distracting from SSC prep.​
 

7.​ Adamant - Stubbornly unyielding.​
Synonym: Inflexible​
Example: She was adamant about sticking to her SSC study schedule.​
 



8.​ Admonish - To warn or scold gently.​
Synonym: Reprimand​
Example: The teacher admonished students for skipping SSC mock tests.​
 

9.​ Ameliorate - To improve or make better.​
Synonym: Enhance​
Example: Daily practice ameliorated her English for SSC.​
 

10.​Anomaly - Something unusual or irregular.​
Synonym: Abnormality​
Example: Her perfect SSC score was an anomaly among peers.​
 

11.​Antagonize - To provoke or annoy.​
Synonym: Irritate​
Example: Constant distractions antagonized her during SSC prep.​
 

12.​Apathy - Lack of interest or concern.​
Synonym: Indifference​
Example: His apathy toward English for SSC cost him marks.​
 

13.​Arduous - Requiring a lot of effort; difficult.​
Synonym: Strenuous​
Example: SSC preparation is arduous but rewarding.​
 

14.​Augment - To increase or enhance.​
Synonym: Boost​
Example: She augmented her vocabulary for SSC with flashcards.​
 

15.​Austere - Simple or plain; strict.​
Synonym: Severe​
Example: Her austere study routine helped her ace SSC English.​
 

16.​Banal - Commonplace; lacking originality.​
Synonym: Trite​
Example: His essay answers were banal and unimpressive.​
 

17.​Benevolent - Kind or generous.​
Synonym: Charitable​
Example: The teacher’s benevolent advice boosted her SSC confidence.​
 

18.​Brutal - Harsh or cruel.​
Synonym: Savage​
Example: The SSC exam’s time limit felt brutal to unprepared students.​
 



19.​Calumny - False accusation to harm reputation.​
Synonym: Slander​
Example: She ignored calumny and focused on SSC prep.​
 

20.​Candid - Honest or straightforward.​
Synonym: Frank​
Example: Her candid feedback improved his SSC answers.​
 

21.​Capricious - Unpredictable or impulsive.​
Synonym: Fickle​
Example: His capricious study habits hurt his SSC performance.​
 

22.​Censure - Strong disapproval or criticism.​
Synonym: Condemn​
Example: The coach censured lazy SSC aspirants.​
 

23.​Chivalrous - Courteous or honorable.​
Synonym: Gallant​
Example: His chivalrous act inspired others during SSC prep.​
 

24.​Clandestine - Secret or hidden.​
Synonym: Covert​
Example: Their clandestine SSC study group shared top tips.​
 

25.​Coerce - To force or compel.​
Synonym: Pressure​
Example: She refused to be coerced into skipping SSC practice.​
 

26.​Commiserate - To express sympathy or pity.​
Synonym: Sympathize​
Example: Friends commiserated over her tough SSC mock test.​
 

27.​Conjecture - A guess based on incomplete information.​
Synonym: Speculation​
Example: Her conjecture about SSC questions was spot-on.​
 

28.​Contrite - Feeling remorse or guilt.​
Synonym: Regretful​
Example: He felt contrite for neglecting English for SSC.​
 

29.​Cursory - Hasty or superficial.​
Synonym: Brief​
Example: A cursory review won’t help in SSC exams.​
 



30.​Debacle - A sudden failure or disaster.​
Synonym: Fiasco​
Example: Skipping revision led to a debacle in SSC.​
 

31.​Deference - Respect or politeness.​
Synonym: Reverence​
Example: She showed deference to her SSC mentor’s advice.​
 

32.​Desolate - Empty or abandoned.​
Synonym: Barren​
Example: The desolate study room was perfect for SSC focus.​
 

33.​Disdain - Contempt or scorn.​
Synonym: Scorn​
Example: He showed disdain for easy SSC questions.​
 

34.​Ebullient - Enthusiastic or lively.​
Synonym: Exuberant​
Example: Her ebullient attitude made SSC prep fun.​
 

35.​Eclectic - Diverse or varied.​
Synonym: Mixed​
Example: Her eclectic SSC study resources were effective.​
 

36.​Eloquent - Fluent or persuasive in speech.​
Synonym: Articulate​
Example: His eloquent answers impressed SSC examiners.​
 

37.​Emulate - To imitate or copy.​
Synonym: Mimic​
Example: She emulated top SSC scorers’ study habits.​
 

38.​Ephemeral - Short-lived or fleeting.​
Synonym: Temporary​
Example: Her doubts about SSC were ephemeral.​
 

39.​Errant - Straying or misbehaving.​
Synonym: Wayward​
Example: His errant focus hurt his SSC prep.​
 

40.​Exonerate - To clear from blame.​
Synonym: Absolve​
Example: She was exonerated from missing SSC practice.​
 



41.​Exuberant - Full of energy or enthusiasm.​
Synonym: Lively​
Example: Her exuberant approach made SSC prep exciting.​
 

42.​Faux Pas - A social blunder or mistake.​
Synonym: Gaffe​
Example: Forgetting formulas was a faux pas in SSC.​
 

43.​Fickle - Changing frequently; unreliable.​
Synonym: Inconstant​
Example: His fickle study routine hurt his SSC score.​
 

44.​Fleeting - Passing quickly; brief.​
Synonym: Momentary​
Example: Her fleeting doubts didn’t stop her SSC success.​
 

45.​Frugal - Economical or thrifty.​
Synonym: Sparing​
Example: She was frugal with time during SSC prep.​
 

46.​Gallant - Brave or noble.​
Synonym: Heroic​
Example: His gallant effort in SSC earned respect.​
 

47.​Guile - Cunning or deceit.​
Synonym: Trickery​
Example: She used guile to memorize SSC idioms.​
 

48.​Hapless - Unlucky or unfortunate.​
Synonym: Luckless​
Example: The hapless student forgot SSC exam dates.​
 

49.​Heresy - Belief against accepted norms.​
Synonym: Dissent​
Example: Skipping SSC mocks was considered heresy.​
 

50.​Impertinent - Rude or disrespectful.​
Synonym: Insolent​
Example: His impertinent remarks annoyed SSC peers.​
 

51.​Indolent - Lazy or idle.​
Synonym: Slothful​
Example: Indolent habits ruined his SSC prep.​
 



52.​Infallible - Incapable of error.​
Synonym: Flawless​
Example: No SSC guide is infallible, so practice.​
 

53.​Insipid - Lacking flavor or interest.​
Synonym: Dull​
Example: His insipid answers cost SSC marks.​
 

54.​Intrepid - Fearless or bold.​
Synonym: Courageous​
Example: Her intrepid effort aced English for SSC.​
 

55.​Jettison - To discard or abandon.​
Synonym: Reject​
Example: She jettisoned distractions for SSC focus.​
 

56.​Jubilant - Joyful or triumphant.​
Synonym: Elated​
Example: She was jubilant after clearing SSC prelims.​
 

57.​Lament - To express grief or regret.​
Synonym: Mourn​
Example: He lamented his poor SSC performance.​
 

58.​Lax - Careless or negligent.​
Synonym: Slack​
Example: Lax preparation led to SSC failure.​
 

59.​Lethal - Deadly or fatal.​
Synonym: Fatal​
Example: Procrastination is lethal to SSC success.​
 

60.​Mendacious - Dishonest or lying.​
Synonym: Untruthful​
Example: Mendacious excuses didn’t help his SSC prep.​
 

61.​Mollify - To soothe or calm.​
Synonym: Pacify​
Example: She mollified her nerves before SSC exams.​
 

62.​Obfuscate - To confuse or obscure.​
Synonym: Bewilder​
Example: Complex terms obfuscated her SSC study.​
 



63.​Obsolete - Outdated or no longer used.​
Synonym: Outmoded​
Example: Old SSC books were obsolete for prep.​
 

64.​Pecuniary - Related to money.​
Synonym: Financial​
Example: Pecuniary issues didn’t stop her SSC prep.​
 

65.​Pensive - Deeply thoughtful, often sad.​
Synonym: Reflective​
Example: She was pensive about her SSC results.​
 

66.​Peruse - To read carefully.​
Synonym: Examine​
Example: She perused SSC past papers thoroughly.​
 

67.​Placate - To calm or appease.​
Synonym: Soothe​
Example: She placated her stress with SSC practice.​
 

68.​Plausible - Seemingly reasonable or believable.​
Synonym: Credible​
Example: Her SSC strategy was plausible and effective.​
 

69.​Predilection - A preference or liking.​
Synonym: Fondness​
Example: She had a predilection for SSC English.​
 

70.​Protract - To prolong or extend.​
Synonym: Lengthen​
Example: Don’t protract your SSC prep unnecessarily.​
 

71.​Quell - To suppress or calm.​
Synonym: Subdue​
Example: She quelled her fears before SSC exams.​
 

72.​Reticent - Reserved or silent.​
Synonym: Quiet​
Example: He was reticent about his SSC strategy.​
 

73.​Scrupulous - Careful or principled.​
Synonym: Meticulous​
Example: Her scrupulous SSC prep paid off.​
 



74.​Solicit - To request or seek.​
Synonym: Ask​
Example: She solicited tips for English for SSC.​
 

75.​Sporadic - Occasional or irregular.​
Synonym: Infrequent​
Example: Sporadic SSC study led to poor results.​
 

76.​Stalwart - Loyal or strong.​
Synonym: Steadfast​
Example: Her stalwart effort cleared SSC mains.​
 

77.​Tacit - Implied or unspoken.​
Synonym: Silent​
Example: Their tacit agreement boosted SSC group study.​
 

78.​Tenacious - Persistent or stubborn.​
Synonym: Determined​
Example: Her tenacious SSC prep led to success.​
 

79.​Trepid - Fearful or apprehensive.​
Synonym: Nervous​
Example: She felt trepid before her SSC exam.​
 

80.​Trite - Overused or lacking originality.​
Synonym: Banal​
Example: His trite answers didn’t impress SSC examiners.​
 

81.​Unholy - Wicked or immoral.​
Synonym: Evil​
Example: Cheating in SSC is an unholy act.​
 

82.​Unrestrained - Not controlled or restricted.​
Synonym: Unchecked​
Example: His unrestrained enthusiasm helped SSC prep.​
 

83.​Venerable - Respected due to age or wisdom.​
Synonym: Esteemed​
Example: The venerable SSC coach shared key tips.​
 

84.​Wanton - Reckless or unjustified.​
Synonym: Careless​
Example: Wanton neglect of SSC prep led to failure.​
 



85.​Zealous - Passionate or enthusiastic.​
Synonym: Fervent​
Example: Her zealous effort aced English for SSC.​
 

86.​A dime a dozen - Very common; not unique.​
Synonym: Plentiful​
Example: Average SSC answers are a dime a dozen.​
 

87.​Beat around the bush - Avoid direct talk.​
Synonym: Evade​
Example: Don’t beat around the bush; study for SSC.​
 

88.​Fuddy-duddy - Old-fashioned person.​
Synonym: Conservative​
Example: His fuddy-duddy teacher ignored modern SSC tips.​
 

89.​Milk and water - Weak or ineffective.​
Synonym: Feeble​
Example: His SSC prep was milk and water.​
 

90.​Feel blue - To feel sad or depressed.​
Synonym: Downcast​
Example: She felt blue after a tough SSC mock.​
 

91.​Wild goose chase - A futile pursuit.​
Synonym: Pointless​
Example: Chasing shortcuts was a wild goose chase for SSC.​
 

92.​Moot point - A debatable issue.​
Synonym: Disputed​
Example: Skipping mocks is a moot point for SSC prep.​
 

93.​Cat-nap - A short sleep.​
Synonym: Snooze​
Example: A cat-nap refreshed her for SSC study.​
 

94.​Pull a long face - Look sad or upset.​
Synonym: Frown​
Example: He pulled a long face after SSC results.​
 

95.​Fit like a glove - Perfectly suitable.​
Synonym: Ideal​
Example: The SSC strategy fit her like a glove.​
 



96.​Centenarian - A person over 100 years old.​
Synonym: Hundred-year-old​
Example: The centenarian shared SSC wisdom.​
 

97.​Allegory - A story with symbolic meaning.​
Synonym: Parable​
Example: The SSC passage was an allegory.​
 

98.​Disintegrate - Break into small parts.​
Synonym: Fragment​
Example: His focus disintegrated without SSC discipline.​
 

99.​Vacillate - To be indecisive.​
Synonym: Waver​
Example: Don’t vacillate; stick to SSC prep.​
 

100.​ Scalding - Burning or hot.​
Synonym: Searing​
Example: The scalding pressure of SSC motivated her.​
 

How to Use This List for SSC Prep 
●​ Daily Study: Learn 10 words daily, using flashcards or a notebook. 
●​ Practice in Context: Write sentences for each word to understand usage. 
●​ Revise Weekly: Review 50 words weekly to lock them in. 
●​ Mock Tests: Apply these words in SSC mock tests to test recall. 
●​ Resources: Use books like Word Power Made Easy by Norman Lewis or apps like 

Vocabulary.com for more practice. 

This list, drawn from SSC past papers and trusted sources, is your go-to for mastering English 
for SSC. Keep practicing, and you’ll be ready to ace the exam! 
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