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Code: 621

Unit I; Prehistoric & Protohistoric Indian Art (10 Questions)

Rock art traditions - Bhimbetka Rock Shelters — Rock Art in Tamil Nadu. Depicting hunting scenes,
rituals, animals, daily life in natural pigments and engraving. Symbolism and early human cognition
through art. Indus Valley Civilization - Architecture - Urban aesthetics and craft traditions - Priest-
King, Dancing Girl Sculptures - Seals and iconography (animals, script) Pottery, beadwork,
terracotta figurines.

Unit II: Ancient Indian Art (Maurya to Gupta Period) (10 Questions)

Mauryan Art - Polished stone sculptures, Ashoka Pillars and lion capital. Buddhist Art Traditions -
Stupas: Sanchi Stupa, Chaityas & Viharas: Ajanta Caves, Ellora Caves - Narrative reliefs and
Mural Paintings (Jataka tales), Amaravati Sculpture. Gupta Period (Golden Age) - Idealized human
forms, Development of classical iconography (Hindu, Buddhist, Jain).

Unit Ill: Medieval Indian Art (7th=18th Century) (40 Questions)

Temple Architecture Styles - Nagara (North Indian), Dravida (South Indian), Vesara (Deccan
hybrid), Sculptural Developments: Traditional Sculptures of Paintings — Iconography and painting:
Mudras, Asanas, Vahanas — Tala Measurements - Saiva Iconography - Vaishnava - lconography
Parts of Egatala Vimana - Wood Carvings in Temple Cars - Ornaments — Palava, Pandiya, Cholas
and Nayak Sculptures and Paintings. — Maratha Paintings, Mysore Paintings, Tanjavur Paintings.
Intricate carvings, mythological narratives, Miniature Painting Traditions — Mughal painting (court
realism, Persian influence), Rajput painting (romantic, devotional themes), Deccan painting.
Islamic Influence - Calligraphy, geometric patterns, Architecture.

Unit IV: Colonial Period & Modern Indian Art (18th—20th Century) (20 Questions)

Colonial Impact - Introduction of Western techniques (perspective, realism) - Company School
paintings - Art Movements - Bengal School led by Abanindranath Tagore - Revival of Indian
identity - Santiniketan school. Roy Chowdry - Madras Art Institution, Madras school led by KCS
Panicker — Art Institution. Raja Ravi Varma (fusion of Indian themes + European realism), Amrita
Sher-Gil.

Unit V: Contemporary Indian Art (Post-1947 to Present) (20 Questions)

Progressive Artists’ Group - F. N. Souza, M. F. Husain - Abstract, conceptual, and installation art,
Identity, politics, globalization, Gender, environment, urbanization. Contemporary Practices: New
media, digital art, performance, Biennales and global exhibitions, Institutions & Platforms:Kochi-
Muziris Biennale.

Unit VI: Pre — Historic and Ancient Polity (15 Questions)

Physical Features of India — Indus Valley Civilization — Vedic Age — Jainism — Buddhism - Political
condition of Pre Mauryan and Alexander’s invasion — Rise of Maghada — The Mauryan Empire —
Administration - Ashoka’s Dhamma — Kushans — Gandhara Art — The Guptas — The Age of
Harshavardhana.

Unit VII: Ancient and Medieval Tamil Culture (15 Questions)

Sangam Age: Sources — Social, Economic, Religious and Cultural conditions — The Kalabharas —
The Pallavas — Art and Architecture — Bhakthi Movement (Nayanmars and Alwars) — The Imperial
Cholas and their Administration, Art and Architecture — Pandyas — Spread of Tamil Culture abroad.

Unit VIII: Medieval India (25 Questions)

Arab conquest of Sind — Mahmud of Ghazni — Mohammed of Ghor — Invasions — Impact — Sultans
of Delhi — Administration — Social and Religious Condition — Bahmini Kingdom — The Empire of
Vijayanagar — Art, Architecture and Literature — Bakthi cult (Kabir, Mirabai, Ramananda and Sufi
saints) — The Mughals — Administration — Art and Architecture — The Marathas - The Sikhs.



Unit IX: India (Colonial Foundation to Freedom) (25 Questions)

The coming of Europeans — Anglo-French rivalry — Robert Clive to Dalhousie — Wars — Reforms —
Administration — Regulating and Charter Acts — Early uprising against the British — Poligar and
South Indian Rebellion — Vellore Mutiny — Sepoy Mutiny — Results — Causes for the birth of
nationalism — Indian Council Acts — Socio-religious Reform Movements in the 19" and 20™
centuries — Indian National Congress and its role — Acts of 1909, 1919, 1935, 1947 — Role of Tamil
Nadu in the Freedom Struggle — Justice Party and Social Reforms — Role of E.V.Ramasamy for
Social Justice — Contributions of Muslims and Christian Organizations to various movements.

Unit X: Contemporary Scenario in India (20 Questions)

India as a Soverign State — Indian Constitution — Integration of Indian States — State reorganization
- Tamil Nadu since 1947 — Congress governments and Regime of Dravidian Parties -
Development and Social Welfare Schemes.
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