Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission
Syllabus
Ancient History and Archaeology

(Degree Standard)

Code: 622

Unit I: Pre-Historic and Early Historic India (20 Questions)

Geographical features of India — Sources - Pre-Historic culture: Paleolithic - Mesolithic — Neolithic
sites - Life of the People - Indus Valley Civilization- First Urbanization — Town Planning — Ancient
Tamil Civilization: Adichanallur — Keezhadi — Kondagai — Mayiladumparai — Sivagalai.

Vedic period— Life of People — Second Urbanization - Pre-Mauryan India: Mahajanapadas-
Formation of States — Republics and Monarchies - Rise of Urban Centres — Maghada — Jainism and
Buddhism - Alexander Invasion and its impact-The Mauryan Imperial State: Chandragupta Maurya —
Ashoka’s Dhamma and Edicts - Administration- Art and Architecture — Kautilya and Arthasastra —
Megasthenes —Indo Greeks — Sakas — Parthians - Kushanas: Kanishka - Gandhara Art -The
Satavahanas-The Guptas-Golden Age — Nalanda — Vikramashila — Valabhi - The Pushyabhutis-
Harsha Vardhana — HiuenTsung.

Unit Il: Ancient and Medieval Tamil Culture (20 Questions)

Sources: Archaeological and Literary - Sangam Age: Polity and Society — Literature-Foreign Trade-
Hero Stones - The Kalabharas -The Pallavas — Emergence of Feudalism - Contribution to Art and
Architecture — Bhakti Movement and the State — Institutions of Temple - Early Pandyas - Art and
Architecture — Marco Polo — Left and Right Hand Conflict - The Imperial Cholas:Administration-
Religion and Culture- Art and Architecture— Overseas expansion and Cultural Impact -The Second
Pandyan Kingdom-Religion and Culture.

Unit lll: Political, Social and Cultural Developments in Medieval India (20 Questions)

Arab conquest of Sindh-Turkish Invasions: Muhammed of Ghazni-Muhammed of Ghor-Delhi
Sultanate: Qutb-ud-din-Aibek, Iltumish, Balban, Ala-ud-din Khalji — Mongol Threat - Administration-
Muhammed-bin-Tughlag, FirozTughlaq — Lodies-Social and Religious condition under the Sultans-
Art and Architecture - Medieval Deccan: Bhamini Kingdom-Vijayanagar Empire-Krishna Devaraya-
Social and Cultural contribution -Art and Architecture-The Mughals:Babur — Humayun — Rise of Sher
Shah Sur — Administration — Akbar, Jahangir, Shah Jahan, Aurangazeb - Art and Architecture -
Marathas: Shivaji- Administration-The Sikhs — The Sufi and the Bhakthi Movement.

Unit IV: History of Modern India (20 Questions)

Advent of Europeans—Early Settlements - Portuguese and the Dutch - Anglo-French Rivalry—
Carnatic Wars - Robert Clive to Dalhousie— Battle of Plassey -Reforms and Administration-Early
Resistance to the British: Poligar uprising-Vellore Mutiny—Peasant and Tribal Uprising - Sepoy
Mutiny- Queen’s Proclamation- Early Structure of the British Raj — Economic impact of British rule -
Causes for the birth of Nationalism-Socio-religious Reform movements-Indian National Congress-
Early Phase(1885-1916)-Moderates and Extremists-Gandhian Era (1915-1948)-Non-Co-operation
Movement and Khilafat — Swarajist-Civil Disobedience Movement-Revolutionary Movements-Indian



National Army - Subash Chandra Bose-Quit India Movement-indian Independence
Environmentalist Movements.

Social Reforms Movements in Tamilnadu — Role of Christian Missionaries - St.Ramalinga Adigal —
Vaikunda Swamy - Justice Party- Periyar E.V.R and Self-Respect Movement - Temple Entry

Movement - Devadasi Abolition — Upper Cloth Agitation — Abolition of Slavery.

Unit V: Post- Independence India (20 Questions)

Making of Indian Constitution -Integration of Indian States- Official Language Issues - States
Reorganisation- ThePlanning Commission-Jawaharlal Nehru-India’s Foreign Policy-Lal Bahadur
Shastri- Green Revolution — Land Reforms -Indira Gandhi— Liberalisation — Rajiv Gandhi and
Grassroots Democracy - Tamil Nadu since 1947-Congress Governments — Kamaraj-Dravidian

Parties-Social Welfare Schemes.
Unit VI: Field Archaeology (20 questions)

Archaeology Definition - Kinds of Archaeology - Relation between History and Archaeology -
Development of Archaeology in India — Asiatic Society — Archaeological Survey of India — Robert
Bruce Foote - 20th century — Mortimer Wheeler, H.D. Sankalia — Contributions of State
Department of Archaeology and University Departments: University of Madras and Tamil
University - Exploration methods and techniques — Exploration tools — Excavation methods —
Equipments- Staffs — Documentation - Dating and analytical methods. Interpretation — Preparation
of Excavation Report.

Unit VII: Epigraphy (20 Questions)

Introduction to and Importance of Epigraphy — Development of Epigraphical studies in Tamil Nadu
— Origin and development of Tamizhi (Tamil-Brahmi) — Vatteluttu and Grantha scripts —
Pullimankombai and Mangulam inscriptions — Ceramic inscriptions — Velvikkudi Copper plates —
Hero stone inscriptions - Uttiramerur inscription -Tamil inscriptions across the world.

Unit VIII: Numismatics (20 questions)

Introduction to and Importance of Numismatics — Punch marked coins — Coins of Indo-Greeks —

Roman coins in India- Gupta coins — Sangam coinage — Pallava coins — Chola coins
Vijayanagara coins — Nayaka Coins — Colonial period coins — Symbols and Legends.

Unit IX: Art, Architecture and Iconography (20 Questions)

Harappan Art and Architecture— Mauryan Art and Architecture — Buddhist Art and Architecture:
Stupas, Chaityas and Viharas — Monolithic and Structural temples of Tamil Nadu - Rock cut Caves
of Early Pandyas and Pallavas — Temples at Mamallapuram, Vettuvankoil, Kanchipuram,
Thanjavur, Gangaikondacholapuram.

Mudras — Asanas — Vahanas - Saiva Iconography — Vaishnava lconography —Ornaments
Pallava and Pandya paintings — Chola paintings - Nayak paintings.

Unit X: Museology (20 Questions)

Origin of Museum in India - Museum types Establishment of Museums: Collections—Documentation



- Display Methods — Lighting — conservation — visitor awareness— Modern Museums— Laws and

regulations relating to conservation, preservation and archaeology. Museums of Tamil Nadu: Site
Museums.
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