Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission
Syllabus
Ancient Indian History and Ancient History with Archaeology
(Degree Standard)

Code: 623

Unit I: Pre and Proto History (20 Questions)

Sources of Ancient Indian History: Archaeological and Literary — Pre and Proto History: Palaeolithic,
Mesolithic, Neolithic — Salient features — Chalcolithic culture: Harappan culture — Kalibangan, Lothal,
Daimabad, Dholavira — Iron Age culture: Burial types in Tamilnadu — Megalithic culture in South
India — Distribution — Burial types, Chamber tombs, Dolmen, Cists — Brahmagiri, Sanur, Amirtha
Mangalam, Adichanallur— Vedic Age: Early and Late Vedic Age — Polity, Socio-economic and
Religious conditions.

Unit II: Early Historic Period (20 Questions)

Buddhism and Jainism — Rise of Mahajanapadas — Magadha Empire — Persian and Greek invasions
— Alexander’s invasion — Effects —Mauryan Empire: Chandragupta Maurya — Asoka — Mauryan
Administration.

Unit lll; Later Kingdoms (15 Questions)

Satavahanas — Kushanas: Kanishka — Gupta Empire: Chandragupta | — Samudragupta —
Administration — Socio-economic and cultural developments — Vakatakas — Vardhanas: Harsha
Vardhanaand his contributions.

Unit IV: Early South Indian History (20 Questions)

Sangam Age: Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas — Literature Polity, Socio — economic conditions —
Maritime Trade — Kalabharas.

Unit V: Provincial Dynasties (15 Questions)

Rajputs — Chalukyas: Eastern and Western —Rashtrakutas — Hoysalas — Pallavas — Imperial Cholas:
Maritime Supremacy — Later Pandyas — Political and cultural contributions.

Unit VI: History of Archaeology and Field Archaeology (25 Questions)
Definition -History of Archaeology — Branches of Archaeology — Development of Archaeology in
India — Royal Asiatic Society — 20" century — Kinds of Archaeology — Robert Bruce Foote — Mortimer

Wheeler — Relation between History and Archaeology.

Exploration techniques — Exploration tools — Excavation methods — Equipments — Staffs —
Documentation and Interpretation — Preparation of Excavation Report — Dating methods.

Unit VII: Epigraphy, Palaeography and Numismatics (20 Questions)
Importance of Epigraphy - Development of Epigraphical studies in

Tamil Nadu — Origin and development of Tamizhi (TamilBrahmi)— Vatteluttu — Grantha script — Hero
stone Inscriptions — Pullimankombai and Mangulam inscriptions—Velvikkudi Copper plates—



Uttiramerur inscription, History of decipherment — Palaeography — Origin of writing in South India -
Format of Inscriptions — Pallava, Chola and Pandya Inscription — Meikirthi.

Importance of Numismatics — Punch marked coins — Coins of Indo-Greeks and Kushana coins — Gupta
coins — Sangam coinage — Satavahana coins — |Ikshavaku coins — Roman coins —Pallava coins —
Chola coins —Pandya coins — Symbols and Legends.

Unit VIII: Art, Architecture and Iconography (25 Questions)

Harappan Art — Mauryan Art and Architecture:Stupa, Chaitya and Vihara architecture — Satavahana’s
contribution — Schools of Art: Gandhara, Mathura and Amaravati — Gupta Art — Temple Architecture:
Nagara, Vesara and Dravida styles - Rock cut and structural temples of Tamil Nadu — Early Pandyas
and Pallavas — Temples at Mamallapuram, Vettuvankoil, Kanchipuram - The Cholas Temples:
Thanjavur, Gangaikonda Cholapuram, Darasuram - Rock cut and structural temples of Badami
Chalukyas and Rastrakutas — Buddhist and Jaina Iconography - Saiva and Vaishnava Iconography -
Mudras — Asanas — Vahanas - Chola bronzes— Pallava, Pandya and Chola paintings.

Unit IX: Museology (20 Questions)

Origin of Museums in India — Museum types — Central and State Museums, Museums Technology,
Museum in Educational institutions — Museum Administration and Establishments — Museum
Architecture and amenities — Display Methods — Documentation — Indian Treasure trove Act -
Conservation and Preservation.

Unit X: Early Historical Archaeology (20 Questions)

Importance of early historical archaeology — Ceramic traditions — Potteries South Indian and Foreign
Potteries, graffiti mark and script — Important Excavations: Arikamedu, Kodumanal, Kaveripumpattinam
Keeladi, Porunai, Sivagalai — Excavations at Kausambi, Lothal and Dholavira — Contributions of
Archaeological Survey of India, State Department of Archaeology and University Departments:
University of Madras and Tamil University.
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